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Art. I. Memoirs of Baron de Tott concluded: See our lat. 


‘HE third part, which begins the fecond volume of this 

work, chiefly treats of the Baron’s military engagements, in 

the quality of chief engineer at the Dardanelles, when the Ruffian 

fleet, under the command of Mr. Elphinttone, carried terror to 

the inhabitants of Conftantinople. In difplaying his own con- 

fequence, he expofes, in a very lively manner, the pufillanimity, 
ignorance, and grofs fuperftition of the Turks. 

The following relation we particularly feleé as a proof: 

‘ The Simois, that celebrated river (which, neverthelefs, is only 
a {mall channel where the rain water forms a torrent), defcends from 
the mountain, and falls into the fea, below the cattle of Afia. I 
thought it proper to ereé&t a battery, which, ferving for an epaule- 
ment to the caftle, might contain a part of its artillery, while the 
approaches to it were impeded by this brook. ‘Thus I could cover 
the fide of the caftle, the artillery of which commanded the Strait 
lengthwife. 

‘It was, alfo, with this view that the ‘Turks had placed there an 
enormous piece of ordnance, which would carry a marble ball of 
eleven hundred pounds weight. ‘This piece, cait in brafs, in the 
reign of Amurath, was compofed of two parts, joined together by a 
{fcrew, where the charge is contained, after the manner of an Englith 
piftol. It may be fuppofed, that, as its breech refted againft a mafly 
ftone work, it had been placed, by the means of large levers, under 
a {mall arch, which ferved as an embrafure. I could not make ufe 
of this enormous cannon in the outworks; and, as they were dif- 
pofed in fuch a manner as to prevent its being fired, the Turks mur- 
mured at my paying fo little regard toa piece of artillery, which, 
no doubt, had not its equal in the univerfe. 

*‘ The Pacha made fome remonftrances to me, on that head. He 
agreed, with me, that the difficulty of charging it would not allow, 
in cafe of an attack, to fire it more than once; but, he urged, this 
fingle difcharge would be fo deftruétive, and reach fo far, that no 
One entertained a doubt but it would be, alone, fuficient to deftroy 
the whole fleet of the enemy. It was eafier for me to give way to 
this prejudice than overthrow it, and, without changing my plan of 
defence, I could, by cutting through the epaulement, in the direc- 
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tion of this piece, allow it room to be fired; but I was willing frp 
to judge of its-effect. 

‘ The crowd about me trembled at this propofal ; and the oldeg 
among them afferted, there was a tradition, that this piece, which 
had never yet been difcharged, would occafion fuch a fhock, as mut 
overturn the caflle and the city. It was, indeed, poflible it might 
fhake fome flones out of the wall, but I aflured them they would not 
be regretted by the Grand Seignior ; and that the direction of this 
piece would not allow me to imagine the city would fuffer by the 
explofion. 

« Never, certainly, had any cannon fo formidable a reputation, 
Friends and enemies were alike to fuffer from its fury. A month 
was now clapfed fince it was determined to load this piece of artil- 
lery, which required no lefs than three hundred and thirty pounds 
weight of powder; and I fent to the head engineer, to prepare a 
priming. All who heard me give this order immediately difappeared, 
to avoid the predicted danger. The Pacha himfelf was about to re- 
treat, and it was with the utmoft difficulty | perfuaded him that he 
ran no rifk, in a fmall kiofk, near the corner of the caftle; from 
whence he might, notwithfanding, obferve the effects of the ball. 

‘ Having fucceeded in this, nothing remained but to infpire the 
engineer with courage; whe, though he was the only one who had 
not fled, fhewed no great refolution in the remonftrances he made to 
excite my pity; I, at laft, rather filenced than animated him, by 
promifing to expofe myfelf to the fame danger. I took my ftation 
on the ftone work, behind the cannon, and felt a fhock like that of 
an earthquake. At the diftance of three hundred fathoms I faw the 
ball divide into three pieces, and thefe fragments of a rock crofled 
the Strait, rebounded on the oppofite mountain, and left the furface 
of the fea all in a foam through the whole breadth of the channel. 
This experiment, by diflipating the chimerical fears of the people, 
the Pacha, and the engineers, proved to me likewife the terrible 
effects of fuch a ball; and I cut through the epaulement in the di: 
rection of the piece. 

‘ This battery, which covered the caftle, was intended to contain 
a part of the heavy artillery, in repairing the carriages of which I 
had been employed ever fince my arrival at the Dardanelles, with 
the affittance of a French carpenter, whom I had brought on fhore 
for that purpofe, and whofe abilities I found extremely ufeful. 

« Among the number of pieces, which were to be employed in 
thefe batteries, was an enormous culverin, carrying a ball of fixty 
pounds, which was fo confined by the arch, which ferved for an 
embrafure, that its fituation, and its great weight together, ren- 
dered all the means commonly employed toeremove thefe pieces in- 
effeSual. I fent to borrow, from the men of war, the apparatus 
which I judged neceffary ; but the thipping of the Grand Seignior 
was fo ill fupplied, that my application was to no purpofe ; and I 
could not refrain from cenfuring Haffan-Pacha, who was then only 
Captain of the Admiral’s flag-fhip. 

* This man, whom we have fince feen diftinguith himfelf fo much 
by his rafh courage, proved to me, on this occafion, that he thought, 


a refolution to overcome any difficulty would fupply the —* 
that 

















Liemoirs of Baron de Tett. 243 


that knowledge which can only be acquired by profound iftudy. 
What would you do, faid he, with your cordage and blocks? W hat 
fignify thefe inventions, when we have fo many hands at command? 
Shew me what you wifh to have removed, and leave the reit to me. ; 

‘ How! faid 1; would you carry, by ftrength of arm, a piece of 
ordnance which weighs more than feven thoufand pounds? How 
many men would you employ? Five hundred, if neceflary, replied 
he haftily. What fignifies the number, provided we co it? | find, 
{aid I, to the Pacha, who was prefent at this fingular difcuflion, that 
the brave Haffan efteems nothing an impoffibility. Let us fee where 
his five hundred men will place their hands. 

¢ While Haffan colle&ted his inftruments, and we prepared to go 
and form ajudgment of the manner in which he would employ 
them, I fent my carpenter to procure, from on board a French veiiel, 
fix failors, with the cords and bra{s pullies for which I had in vain 
applied to the Turkifh Admiral. 

‘ Being arrived, with the Pacha, at the culverin, we foon faw 
Haffan coming, with his fturdy companions: but the firit thirty 
who attempted to move the piece, being as many as could ftand 
round it, reduced their comrades to be mere fpectators of their fruit- 
lefs endeavours. ‘This trial was renewed by others, with eiforts 
equally ineffectual. 

* Haflan was vexed at the ill fuccefs of his attempt, and confeffed 
himfelf overcome ; when the fix failors I had requetted arrived with 
the neceffary tackle, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour the piece 
was laid upon the platform. 

‘ Jt was ftill to be placed on its carriage, when Haffan, not think- 
ing my fix failors fufficient for fuch an undertaking, offered me 
again the affiftance of his attendants. For what purpofe? faid 1; 
four of my people will be fufficient. I immediately fent for a gin 
that I had caufed to be made, the ufe of which machine was un- 
knowa to the Turks. Nothing could furpafs their aftonithment, 
when they faw this prodigious weight raited, with eafe, by the 
firength of only four men; and this, though not very remarkable in 
ifelf, had a great effeét on Hafian and his companions.’ 

Though the Baron’s fituation and employments expofed him 
to the plague, which at that time raged * in Turkey, yet he 
was fo fortunate as to efcape this dreadful malady. In one part 
of his Memoirs, he attributes bis prefervation to his continuing 
in the rain, when the reft of his companions fled to their tents 
for fhelter: and in another pari, he fays, * Obliged to direct the 
workmen mylelf, many of whom were attacked by the difem- 
per, I had nothing to preferve me from it but the falubsious 
{mell of the forges, and the precaution of giving directions with 
the head of my cane. But, perhaps, what moft preferved me 
from infe&tion was, never giving my(clf up to fear and the me- 
lancholy ideas its ravages prefent.’ 

When our Author had made himfelf fufficiently acquainted 
with the character, manners, and government of the Turks in 
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Conftantinople, he wifhed to extend his knowledge of the Otto. 
man empire, by vifiting the moft diftant provinces that are tribue 
tary to the Sultan; ; and thus to mark the variations and thades 
of difference produced by the diftance of the cefpot from the ca- 
pital of the empire. 

‘The abufts which had crept into the feveral eftablifhments of 
the french commerce in the Levant, and which appeared to ori 
ginate, rather from the inteiference of difcordant and contrae 
dictory cat than a neglect of cuftomary regulations, deter. 
mined the government to order a general infpection of the 
maritime towns. With this commiffion our Author was en- 
trufted; and he entered on the difcharge of it in May 1777 
He failed from Tculon to Malta; thence to Crete; and in 
the beginning of June, he landed at Alexandria. ‘thence 
he proceeded to Grand Cairo; vifited the pyramids, the cata- 
combs, and the othcr monuments of antiquity in the neighbour- 
hood of the Delta; and made obfervations on the canals, the 
aker, and above all, that glury of Egypt, the river Nile. 

Elis remarks are judicious, and his accounts are accurate; but 
we meet with little but what is perfetly familiar to all who are 

erfed in the h {tory and geography of this country. 

—- peaking of the fources of the Nile, the Baron fays,in a note: 

oA traveller, named Bruce, it is faid, has pretended to have dif- 
covered them. I faw, at Cairo, the fervant who was his guide and 
companion curt 1g the journey, who affured me, that he had no 
hiawh ‘de re of any — difcove TY. It may, perhaps, be objected, 
that a learned man, like Mr. Bruce, was not obliged to give an ac- 
count of his difeoveries to his valet; but, in a defert, the pride of 
celebrity vanifhes. The maiter and fervant difappear, and become 
only two men neceflitated to affilt their mutual wants; the only fu- 
perierity is pofieiled by the ftrongeit; and the fervant I have men- 
tioned, born | in the country, would ce rtainly have corroborated Mr. 
Bruce’s affertic ons, in a difcovery purely topographical.” 

‘he whole co untry of Egypt,’ the Baron remarks, ‘is, indeed, 
fo low, that, ata diftance, it is only to be diftovered by fome rifing 
grounds, formed by the ruins of ancient Alexandria, and the prodi- 
gious height of | Pompey’ s pilla irs the whole coat is horizontal, and 
three leagues cif at iea, nothing is to be perceived but fome palm- 
trees, which feem to rife out of the water. It is not, however, 
merely to this Harness, that it owes the periodical inundation by 





‘ We have i ies ady feen, that the conftant winds from the north- 
well, driving the mit s of Europe over Abyfiinia, blow in the direc- 
tion of the Nile; and we may perceive, that, by forcing back the 
waters of that river, they be ‘come the principal caufe of its overflow- 
ing. Liaving ariived at its height, about the middle of September, 
the wind, then tetiling ta the South, concurs with the natural courfe 
of the Nile, to fucilicate the draining of the waters ; and, at the 


faine time, Coll ects the —_ lus of clouds » ho longer ufeful in Abyiii- 
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phrates ; where the fame phznomenon, of a periodical inundation, 

enriches Mefopotamia, immediately after that of Egypt. 

* Atthat time, a column of clouds is feen to crofs the Red Sea, 
towards the Jithmus of Suez, pafs along Syria, and gather round 
Mount Ararat, whillt the fame fettled wind, in the Gulph of Perfia, 
comprefling the waters of the Euphrates, procures to Mefopotamia, 
by the fame means, the fame advantages which Egyptenjoys. _ 

‘ This meteorological obfervation, in my refearches concerning 
which I have been f{crupuloufly exact, may every year have its truth 
afcertained, in a country, where the clearnefs of the heavens renders 
all fuch remarks leaft liable to error. 

« All the defcriptions of Egypt have, hitherto, agreed to confider 
the mud, which the water acquires during its increafe, and at length 
depofits on the inundated Jands, as a manure by which they are ier- 
tilized. No vegetative quality, however, is difcoverable, in ana- 
lyzing it, before its union with the fand; which, together with 
clay, compofes the foil of Egypt, mixed in the fame proportion as 
they are in the manufacturing of pottery. 

‘ This mud, likewife, is only wathed off by the Nile from its two 
banks, with the clayey part of which it becomes loaded. Its light- 
nefs, together with the motion of the waters, keep the particles 
fufpended ; till, at length, the fandy part finks down, and appears, 
in heaps, after a decreafe of the inundation. Thefe, the induliry of 
the hufbandman turns to his advantage, tempering the drynels of 
the fands with pigeon’s dung, and the feeds of water-melons, which 
he fows in it; and gathers an abundant harveit, before the returning 
floods again deftroy thefe fields, and form others in their itead. 

‘ The turning of the waters, which produces thefe variations, re- 
fults necefiarily from the double effort of the itream and the wind 
acting againft each other; but the Nile is, notwithitanding this agi- 
tation, fo eafy to confine, that many fields, lower than the {arface 
of the river, are preferved, during its increafe, from an inundation 
deftructive to their produtions, merely by a dam of moittened earth, 
not more than eight or ten inches in thicknefs. 

* This method, which cofts the cultivator but litt!e trouble, is 
made ule of to preferve Delta, when it is threatened by the flood. 
This ifland, which annually produces three harvefts, is continually 
watered by machines, conftructed on the Nile, and the canals cut 
through it; butit rarely is in danger of being overflowed ; and this 
rich part of Egypt, which extends to the fea, would be fiill lef af- 
fected by the {welling of the river, did not the wind, blowing a long 
time in One quarter, raife the waters of the Mediterranean towards 

the South. 

‘ It 1s proper to obferve, that Delta, more elevated than the reft 
of Egypt, is bounded towards the fea by a foreft of palm-trees, called 
the Forelt of Berelos, the land of which is much higher than the 
highett rifing of the waters; and this topographical remark is fuf- 
ficient to deftroy the fyftem of the formation of Delta by fediment. 
44 country which is higher than the greateft inundations, can never 
Owe to them its origin. Such fediment could only occafion the di- 
vifion of the two branches of the Nile; but neither this circumftance, 
hor the exiltence of the ifland which feparates them, deferve fo 
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much attention! and M. Maillet might have fpared himfelf the 
trouble of reviving the fyftem of Ephorus on this fubje&, which 
jeems not to have met with any regard from his cotemporaries,’ 

Dr. Shaw appears to have adopted the opinion here contro. 
verted: and Herodotus, in calling Egypt the Gifi of the Nile * 
hath been appealed to as an authority to give it credit. 

The prefent population of Egyp t is altonifbing. The Baron 
was oflused that this country contains nine thoufand villages, and 
upwards of a hund red thoufand towns or burghs. He feems to 
credit the account from what he bimfelf had obferved: ‘On my 
flopping,’ fays he, § at Mentoubes, below Fouca, I counted no 
le fs tna forty- two of them in running with my eye over the 
herizon, and the moft diftant of them was not two leagues off,’ 

The ftruggles for power between the different Beys of Feypt 
have freque aly ‘thrown that country into confufion, The in- 
terference of the Mamalukes ¢ genera’ ‘ly addstothediforder. The 
Jate revolution was a proof of it. “The Baron, who was a wit- 
nels, vives the following brief account of tt: 

After the death of Mahamout Bey, of whom I have f{poken 
above, the Beys of Egypt, divided into two parties, prepared, in 
filence, the means of each others defiruction. Murad, infpired by 
the fame ambition which had poffeffed his old mafter, had formed 
a conjunétien with Ibrahim, Shek-Elbelet, and fome Beys of lefs 
confecuence. ‘Thefe exercifed their tyranny undifurbed, while 
Ifmael, Jufluf, and fome other Beys, watched their opportunity to 
feize on the government. 

‘ Ifmael-Aga, a man of abilities, crafty, diffimulating, and per- 
fidious, feemingly attached to Murad Bey, governed in his name, 
and was guilty of a variety of oppreffions and extortions, of which 
many ‘Turkifh and Coptic merchants were the vidims. Murad, on 
his return from the Sharkia, where he had been to harafs the Arabs, 
Jearnt that one of his domeftics had been baftinadoed by Soliman- 
Kiachef,, a dependent of Jafluf Bey. He therefore fent for this 
Kiacheff, and caufed the corre@ion to he repaid with ufury. Jufluf 
fo well diflembled his anger at this affront, that Murad believed he 
might do as he pleafed with impunity. He had even been received, 
on his return to Cai: o, with a kind of triumph; and both he and 
Ibrahim imagined themfelves in complete fecurity, when, on the 
18th of July, Ifmael, Jufluf, and all the Beys of their party, with 
the Mama! likes, Site out of the city, to gain the command of the 
Nile, by feizing on Old Cairo, and, at the fame time, fummoned 
the Shek-Elbelet and Murad to fubmit voluntarily, threatening 
othe wife to oblige them to it by famine, or force of arms. 

* So fucden an infurrection did not give time to the oppofite 
party to aflemble their Mamalukes; the only refource left, was t@ 
poflefs themfelves of the Caiftle of Cairo, the officers of which are 
alw ays at the difpofal of the ruling party. Neverthelefs, Murad and 

Ibrahim, infulted daily, and fhut up in the Caftle by the troops 
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from without, tried, in vain, the power of the Firmans * of the 

pacha, whom they kept prifoner, but who, probably, did not defire 

to extricate them from their embarraflment. 

« What mott diftrefled Murad was, that Ifmael-Aga, who was his 
right-hand, and whom we have before mentioned, inftead of coming 
to the Caftle to join his matter, went over, to the oppofite party, 
with more than eight hundred thoufand fequins, with which he was 
entrulted. This treachery prefently obliged Murad and Ibrahim to 
fly into the —— Egypt, wich but few attendants. 

¢ They took poffeflion of Minies, The traitor, I{mael, was ad- 
vanced to the dignity of Bey, as was Soliman-Kiacheff, and the 
houfe of Murad beftowed on the latter, as an indemnification for the 
baftinado he had received a fortnight before. Peace was proclaimed 
at the fame time ; and Jufluf Bey, too much blinded by his pride, 
to perceive that he had only been made ufe of as a tool to bring 
about this revolution, difcovered, too foon, his intentions to raife 
himfelf above his companions. The two Ifmaels were not long before 
they punifhed him, for having fo much under-rated their abilities : they 
aflaflinated him in his own houfe ; his partifans underwent the fame 
fate; and the new Bey, Soliman, was deprived of his dignity. But 
thefe events did not promife a durable peace, and it was to be pre- 
fumed, that the tyrants would not remain long united, after the de- 
ftru¢tion of the fugitives.’ 

The Baron re-imbarked at Alexandria, and coafted along 
the fhore of Egypt to the harbour of Jaff. Thence he pro- 
ceeded on horfeback to Rames, a city in Paleftine, where the 
Agent of the Holy Land had come from Jerufalem to meet him, 
From this city he travelled to Acre, Saide (the ancient 
Sidon), Baruth, Tripoli, and Lattaka (the ancient Laodicea). 
Thence he proceeded, through the country of the Drufes, to 
Aleppo and Alexandretta, where he took fhip for the ifle of Cy- 
prus; and having touched at Rhodes, coafted the European 
fide of the Archipelago, crofled over to Africa, and vifited 
Tunis and the ruins of old Carthage, he returned to Toulon, 
where he firft embarked ; and here his Memoirs end, 

From the extracts we have given, the Reader may form fome 
judgement of the abilities of the Author, and of the entertain- 
ment and information he is likely to receive from the perufal of 
the work itfelf. 

We have made ufe of the tranflation printed for Rodinfon, and 
we will now fele& a few paflages by way of comparative fpeci- 
men; leaving it to our Readers to determine whether we were 
right in our choice: 





* An order, in form of an edié&, which the Pachas of three 
Tails, ftiled Vifirs of the Bench, iffue in the name of the Grand 
Seignior, 
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Favis’s Edition. 

‘ The Jews carry this infenfi- 
bility even into cold and moun- 
tainous countries, where the hu- 
man race, flrongly conftituted, is 
always courageous, and often vin- 
diétive. Moral habits always 
prevail over natural caufes, except 
avhen tyranny, or the abufe of li- 
berty, reflores them to all their 
rights.’— 

‘ There is no nation on which 
fo much has been written as on 
the ‘Turks; and no prejudices 
more readily believed than thofe 
which are adopted on the fubject 
of their manners. ‘The volup- 
tuoufnefs of the eaftern nations, 
the delirium of happinefs they 
enjoy, furrounded by many wo- 
men, the beauty of thofe who 
people their pretended feraglios, 
their intrigues and gal!antries, 
the courage of the Turks, the 
noblenefs of their actions, their 
generofity—what an accumula- 
tion of errors! even their juitice 
has been quoted asa model. But 
hotw is it poffible, Jays Monte/quieu, 
that the moft ignorant of all people, 
can have feen clearly, in the circum- 
flance inthe world, which it behoves 
them the mo/t to under ftand ?? — 

‘ ‘They (viz. a favourite trium- 
virate) had the entire govern- 
ment of the empire, and every 
oflice was fold to the beft bidder ; 
a whi/per from them difpofed of 
the molt inconfiderable employ- 
ment.’ 

‘ We have already feen, that 
fuch Turkifh women as are not to 
be procured on any other terms 
than marriage, and are not pre- 
vioufly to be feen, are under the 
fame neceflity of living amongtt 
themfelves. In fuch a cafe, what 
mutt be their education? Born in 
opulence, they are either the 
daughters of a lawful wife, or of 
ome flave, the favourite of a mo- 
ment. 
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Robinfon'’s Edition. 

¢ This infenfibility remains 
with the Jews, even in the cold 
and mountainous countries, where 
men, robuitly formed, are always 
courageous, and often vindictive, 
Moral caufes will always prevail 
over phyfical, when tyranny, or 
the abufe of liberty, weaken the 
effect of the latter.’—— 


‘ There is no nation concern. 
ing which more has been written 
than the Turkifh ; and few pre- 
judices more univerfal than thofe 
entertained concerning theirman- 
ners. ‘The voluptuoufnefs of the 
Afiatics, the intoxication of hap- 
pinefs, enjoyed by them in the 
midit of a multiplicity of wives, 
the beauty of the females who fill 
pretended feraglios, the gallant 
intrigues of the Turks, their he- 
roic actions, their generofity, their 
courage, all contribute to {well 
this accumulation of errors. Even 
their juftice has been cited as ex- 
emplary. But how can it happen 
(faid M. de Montefquieu) that 
the moft ignorant people fhould 
have the cleareft perception of 
what is of greateft importance to 
be underftood by mankind ??— 

‘ All offices were fold to the 
beft bidder. Their fubalterns 
difpofed, in like manner, of the 
meaneft employments.’—— 


‘ We have already feen, that 
the Turkifth women, who cannot 
be procured but by marriage, nor 
knewn till that has taken place, 
are equally. reduced to live en- 
tirely among themfelves. What 
therefore muft be their education? 
Born in opulence, they are either 
the daughters of a legal wife, or 
of a flave, the favourite of the 


moment. ‘Their brothers and 
filters 
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ment. Their brothers and filters 
gre of different mothers, who dif- 
fer in no re(pect from ilaves col- 
lected in the fame houfe. Occu- 
pied only by that jealoufy which 
animates them, one againit ano- 
ther, fearcely knowing how to 
read or write, and reading no- 
thing but the Coran ; expofed in 
the hot baths to all the inconve- 
niences of a forced perfpiration, 
too frequently repeated not to de- 
ftrov the frefhnefs of their fkin, 
and the grace of their contours, 
even before the age of puberty; 
indolent from pride, and often 
humbled by the inellicacy of the 
means practifed under their eyes 
to gratify their proprietor; def- 
tined, in fhort, themfelves to the 
fame fate, without a hope of more 
fuccefs, in what can fuch women 
contribute to render the man 
happy who may chance to marry 
them? But it is not from that 
fource that he looks for happinefs, 
Let us fee then, whether he has 
made a better eftimate of the ad- 
vantage of multiplying thofe flaves 
avho have a right to choofe; whom 
he may marry without ceremony ; 
and over whom he pofiefles, no 
doubt, a more precious right—- 
the right of reitoring them to 
their freedom.’ 
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Robinjon’s Edition. 
fifters have had different mothers, 
who were no other than flaves in 
the fame houfe. Without any 
employment, but that furnithed 
by their jealoufy of each other ; 
{carcely able to read, or write; or, 
if they read, reading nothing but 
the Koran; expofed, in their hot 
baths, to all the inconveniencies 
of a forced perfpiration, fo fre- 
quently repeated as to deftroy the 
frefhnefs of the complexion and 
the grace of the features, even 
before they are marriageable ; in- 
dolent through pride, and fre- 
quently mortified by the inutility 
of the means employed, before 
their eyes, to pleafe their pro- 
prieter; deftined themfelves to 
the fame fate, without expecting 
any greater fuccefs; what plea- 
fure can fuch women be fuppofed 
to give their hufband? But he 
never depended upon them for an 
increafe of happinefs. Let us 
fee, then, if he has more to ex- 
pect trom multiplying his flaves ; 
whom he has aright to choofe, 
whom he may marry without for- 
mality, and whom he may, if he 
pleaies, fet free: certainly, a 
much more precious privilege.’ 


If this comparifon were purfued, the fame, or fimilar, marks 
of difference in the two tranflations, would frequently ftrike the 


attentive and critical Reader. 


f-A—k. 
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Agt. I. 4 Treatife on the reGilinear Motion and Rotation of Bodies ; 
with a Defcription of original Experiments relative to the Subject. 
By G. Atwood, M.A. F.R.S. late Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 8vo, 10s. 6d. boards. Cadell. 1784. 


F all the various branches of the mathematics, none is 
more difficult than their application to nature, or phyfics ; 








anc the ufefulnefs of this is alfo as great as the difficulty ; every 
attempt, therefore, to clear it up, and fix it on a firm founda- 
bon, well deferves the thankful attention of mankind. Faéts, 
as 
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a3 it has been often juftly obferved, are convincing arguments, 
Whatever, therefore, is proved by fair and well-adapted experi. 
ments, and faithfully reported, being fixed on the firm bafis of 
truth, cannot eafily be thaken ; and it is but a juft compliment to 
the very valuable work before us, to fay, that it contains an 
abundant variety of fuch experiments. 

The defign of the Author feems to be, by beginning with 
the fundamental laws of motion, or axioms, to fupport his fub- 
je with mathematical certainty, to the utmoft; and then te 
confirm his dedutions by real trials and proofs drawn from na- 
ture. The execution of this latter part of his defign deferves all 
the commendation that we can beftow upon it: to his method 
of treating the former part, We have fome objections. 

¢ This treatife,” the Author tells us, in his Preface, * is not in- 
tended to precede the ftudy of thofe authors who have written 
geometrically on the principles of motion, but is rather to be 
confidered as auxiliary and fubfervient to them.’ But, furely, 
a work that begins with the firft axioms of nature, ought to 
bave been as elementary as pofible.—The firft fe€tion confitts 
of de&nivons and axioms, with corollaries deduced from them; 
and begins with that of force, which he defines to be, what 
caufes a change in the ftate of motion, or quiefcence, of bodies: 
and then proceeds to explain the axioms by means of what is 
commonly called the parallelogram of force. To this we ob- 
ject, that the illuttrating effeGis by defined caufes, is proceeding 
with too high an hand. The mind can readily frame deter- 
minate notions of fpace and duration or time, and, by means of 
thefe, of velocity alfo; but it may be very queftionable, whether 
it can do fo of force, confidered as a caufe, becaufe it can only 
be known and meafured by its effects: but be this as it may, the 
reafoning from caufes to effets is not commendable philofophy. 
Space, time, and velocity, are al] the requifites neceflary to be 
allumed in the doctrine of motion, and from the known, plain, 
and eafy properties of thefe and their combinations, the meafure 
of force, and the whole {cience of mechanics, may be deduced in 
the moft fiatple and peripicuous manner. 

The fecond fection confilis of fome properties of ratios, and 
the following is the chief propofition : 


AB C ; ; ;, 
§ Let —, > and —, be three ratios, confifting of variable 
| a’ ob ¢ 
terms. If the relation of thefe quantities be fuch, that when 
Cc ad. oe — ee 
— becomes unity, or the ratio of equality, — = >? alfo when 
¢ a 
B A C 


p becomes unity, if — = —, the propofition afferts, that what- 


7 ever 
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4 B C A 

ever be the magnitudes of —, —- and —, we always have -- 

BR Ca a’ b ¢ a 
git ae I oh 
"2 € A Ritd C ite 

¢ For if not, let — = 15 x 79% then when ZT =b 

A C Pe B 
we have = = 3 but by the hypothefis, when Zh 
) Cite C : 

A ~ o whercfore =-—, andi+e=r. This contra- 
a ahd Cc Cc ite Cc 


didory conclufion arifes from denying the propofition, which is 
therefore true.” So far our Anthor. But furely this is not ma- 
thematical demonftration:! Any thing in the world might be 
apparently proved in this manner. But let us fee what this 





ftrate 5 if im aes 

really does demonftrate 5 if 1--e—=1, eo an ~ = tire 
C — BC 

x —, that is — either may or may not be equal to ry X —, the 
:*. a c 


former when d =a, and the latter when d is of fome finite mag- 


nitude: but in deducing 1-+-e—= 1, he exprefsly makes - ae 





‘A 

therefore B1+¢ = b1+4, which he alfo tacitly aflumes, and — 
C Bitd C C é 
= = = x — = — and fo we are fairly come round in a 


bitd ¢ c 
circle, But left it fhould be urged, that becaufe when d is not equal 


oa e peve C.’.,, 
to nothing — is not = X -—, this proves the truth of 
7 bité 6 ¢ 


the propofition ; 2s authors are not in general very willing to be 
convinced of their errors, nor very apt to be thankful to thofe 
that point them out, we will endeavour to place the matter ina 
fomewhat different light. 

That the mind may not be perplexed by confidering fix diffe- 
rent quantities at once, "tis well known that the three indefinite 
ratios above may ftiil continue the fame, and be varied in the 
fame manner as before, if the three leffer lettcrs a, b and c be 
each fuppofed equal to unity; if the propotition be true, the 
following muft be true alfo, viz. If when C becomes unity, 
A= B, allo when B becomes unity, if 4=C; then whatever 
be the magnitudes of 4, B and C, we always have 4= B XC, 

Let B and C be the variab'e fides of a reclangular, and A the 
variable area of another, then if 4 alwa ayS = 5 XC, when © 
= unity, 4 always will be equal to 4; and when B becom 
unity, 4=C: but the converfe of the propofition, which is 
what is afferted above, is by no means generally true. yor let 


two fuch reGangles be fuppofed drawn, and, as is common in 




















252 Atwood on the redtilinear Motion and Rotation of Bedies, 


fuch cafes, let each of them be fuppofed to be generated by the 
motion of a line with any variable cclerity whatever, the on] 

limitation being, that when by the motion of the line parallel to 
itfelf the fide C becomes unity, the other rectangle 4 has fo vae 
ried as at that inftant to be equal to 8 XC; and alfo whena 
Jine moving parallel to itfif with its end on the fide B has made 
that fide = unity, has varied by the like motion of another 
line, fo as to be again equal to B XC: it is very evident, even 
without drawing toe fchemes, that the celerity with which 4 jis 
generated, may be fo different at every other point from that 
with which the other rectangle is generated, that their areas 
fhall not >. equal in any other point whatever; and therefore 
the propofition is fo far from being generally true, that it is only 
fo in one particular circumftance, namely, when the celerity 
with which the two areas are generated, is in both always the 
fame at the fame inftant. Hence the propofition is falfe, except, 


efides the fpecified conditions, the fluxion of the ratio — be al- 
a 


ways equal to the fluxion of the product of the other two, 

But this is the fundamental propofition, on which nearly the 
whole of the theoretical part of the book is founded: and what 
is to become of it if this be overthrown? There is not, perhaps, 
in the whole circle of the fciences, a fet of propofitions more ex- 
tenfive, important, and ufeful than thofe which treat of the doc 
trine of motion, and of which our Author makes this very abe 
ftracted one concerning ratios, the chief foundation or corner 
flon¢. This propofition, therefore, ought to have been of the 
moft evident and undeniable kind, and fince we have fhewn the 
contrary, it may be ufeful and neceflery to enquire how far this 
may aff: ét the reft of our Author’s conclufions, and in what 
fenfe he himfelf applies and underftands it. 

By way of illuftration he fays, * the weights of bodies depend 
upon their magnitudes and denilities: if JV, w, reprefent the 
weights of two bodies, AZ, m, their magnitudes, and D, d, their 


refpective denfities, then when A7 = m, or ~ = 1, the weights 
. J - . 

will be as the denfities, or we le alfo, if D = d, the ratio 

RE ae” Fo es | 
of the weights — = — the ratio of the magnitudes: wherefore, 
wm U 

r4 . . WY D 

by the propofition, whatever be the quantities —, — and —, 
WM _D wes 

we always have gh X > the ratio of the weights = the 


fum of the ratios of the magnitudes and denfities.’ 

But here fuch propofition is quite inapplicable; for D, and ¢, 
being neceffarily conftant quantities, (VY always proportional to 
Mx D, 
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VY MDM 
MX D, and w to mX a, of neceflity — = x 2,“ 


qd’ 

W a D Wom ms m 
_ d w M 

[is third fe&tion is concerning the reétilinear motion of bo- 
dies impelled or refitted by forces which 2& uniformly. This 
fection contains the fundamental propofitions of the doétrine of 
hodies in motion; the firft, with his demonflration of it, is as 
follows: 

‘ The velocities generated in bodies by the action of conftant 
forces, are as thofe forces and the times in which they act jointly, 


, Foe 
r-—- = xX ay 

*.. £.. ff 

‘ For when the times are the fame, the velocities eenerated are 

' 4 ee 
as the forces of acceleration, that is, when > =15 —=-.: and 
Vv 
if the forces are the fame, the velocities generated are as the 
imes in which the forces act ; becaufe when the force is given, 
equal velocities are generated in equal times, and confequently 
the whole velocities acquired are as the times in which the given 
' f y 
force acis; that is, when 7 =1,5=—73 wherefore, both 
Uv 

times and accelerating forces being different, the velocities gene- 
rated will be as the forces and the times of their action jointly: 


eis Me 2 eas 
whatever therefore be the magnitude of —, — and —, it is 
am ih 
proved, that —— — X—.’ 
V F t 


But F and f are here neceflarily conftant quantities, for other- 
wife the propofition is falfe, and V the effet of the force F in the 
time J being as F X TJ, or as the time and force conjunétly, and 
vas fX t, confequently A = a xX a4 without the propofition 
above. Vide /Vallifi Opera, Vol. I. pag. 580, Prop. 20. 

This propofition, Mr. Atwood obferves, is applicable to the 
motion of bodies aéted upon by variable forces alio, provided the 
times wherein they act be taken fo fmall, that the forces [during 
thofe times] may be regarded as conftant. 

‘ Thus let f, tf and v reprefent any ftandard force, time and 
velocity, and let F, J and / be other qualities of the fame kind, 
which are compared with the former refpectively ; then however 
the force F may vary, yet if 2n element of time, reprefented by 
7, be taken for the time of its a@tion, it will have the properties 
of a conflant force, as far 2s regards the particle of time above 
decribed. Let V reprefent the velocity generated by the force 

fin 
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VF 
F in the time 7, we have by the theorem taal r, and if 


v, f and ¢ be aflumed cach = 1, the equation will be Y= P 
a .. 

This is perhaps as unexceptionable an account as any that 
can be given of the ufual method of applying this theorem when 
the forces themf{clves are variable, and it is of fuch general and 
extenfive ufe, that no author of any credit haspretended to proe 
ceed one ftep in the folution of one phyfical problem, of any 
confiderable difficulty, in the doctrine of variably accelerated moa. 
tion, without making ufe of it, or fomething eflentially the fame; 
yet we cannot think the demonftration indubitably conclufive, 
Euler, who firft brought the theorem into general ufe, exprefles 
fome doubt of its truth when applied to very flow motion; and 
if it will not hold true in extreme cafes, it can in none be ac. 
counted any thing more than a near approximation. Perhaps 
there are other collateral circumf{tances and relations neceflary to 
be taken notice of in thofe cafes, to make it generally and com- 
pletely applicable. 

In the other propofitions of this feGlion, Mr. A. gives the 
other moft ujual properties of accelerated and retarded motion; 
an inveftigation of the depths to which fpheres impinging on 
different refifting fubftances penctrate, their times in motion, 
&ec.: but in doing this he makes the force that oppofes 
the body’s motion conftant; which is a poftulatum that can- 
not be generally granted; and the application of the propo- 
fition concerning ratios, mentioned above, cafts an unneceflary 
darknefs upon the whole. 

The fourth fection relates to the rectilinear motion of 
bodies acted upon by forces which vary in fome ratio of the 
diftances from a fixed point. Here we have the ufual problems 
concerning the action of variable centripetal forces, on bodies 
that move towards or from fixed points in right lines; the theory 
of a ball impelled from a tube by means of comprefied air, or 
guopowder; but which, as Mr. A. very juftly obferves, is only 
truc, provided the velocity communicated tu the ball bears a very 
{mall proportion to that with which the air or elaftic vapour 
would expand itfelf if not impeded. Indeed it is very hard to 
conceive the manner in which elaftic vapour impels bodies, and 
the acceleraticn may, for any thing we fee here, be fubjeét to far 
other Jaws than thofe given by our Author. An illuftration of 
Dr, Taylor’s theory of mufical ftrings follows this, and then 
that of the vibration of water in the two arms of a cylindric 
tube; laftly, he inveftigates the velocity and time of defcent of 
a weight, fixed by means ofa @ring going over a pulley, toa lefs 
weight, when the weight of the pulley is fuppofed collected ino 

its 
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its circumference, and both with and without taking the weight 
of the firing itfelf into coniideration. ‘his he performs in a 
mafterly manner. ; , as 

The fifth fection hath for its fubje& the reGilinear motion of 
bodies in fluids, ¢ The properties of refifting forces (fays our Au- 
thor) which are oppoled by fluids to bodies which move in thena 
may probably be more obvious, if the nature of fluid fubttances, 
as diftinguifhed from folids, be firft confidered. Suppofing all 
bodies to be formed of elementary hard and folid particles of dif- 
ferent forms, it appears evident from various experiments, that 
the force whereby the parts of bodies cohere, depends upon the 
quantity af furface wherein the elementary particles touch each 
other, as a proximate or immediate caufle, fo that if thefe pare 
ticles be fpherical, the quantity of furface in contact being in- 
comparably lefs than if the particles were cubes, prifms, pyra- 
mids, or other folid figures terminated by plane furfaces, it fol- 
lows, that the force whereby the particles cohere is in a phyfical 
fenfe evanefcent. But fince when a number of equal f{pheres are 
included in a folid fpace, no fingle {phere can be touched ia 
more than twelve points, it follows, that while the fpheres’ dia- 
meters are diminifhed, the number of contacts in the furface of 
each {phere remains the fame. Confequently, if thefe particles 
be perfectly hard, round and fmooth, and of evanefcent mag- 
nitude, there will be no refiftance to the motion of bodies which 
impinge on, or move through them, except that which arifes 
from the inertia of the particles difplaced; and this conveys to 
us the idea of a perfect fluid. Air, mercury, and water have 
been efteemed, as to philofophical purpofes, perfect fluids, the 
cohelion, friction, &c, of their parts, being {carcely, if atall, fen- 
fible in experiment, A body being projected, or any how im- 
pelled in a Auid, cannot proceed in the direction of its motion 
without difplacing the fluid, and by communicating motion te 
it, Jofes an equal quantity of its Own motion: this gives us the 
idea of a fluid’s refiftance.’ 

In pur(uance of this idea, Mr, A. proceeds to compute the 
quantities of refiftance to {pheres and cylinders moving in fluids, 
under the reftrictions mentioned by Sir J. Newton, that the par- 
ticles of the fluid wherein the body moves be (uppofed perfectly 
non-claftic ; and that the Suid be imagined to be infinitely com- 
prefied. 

To try the exacinefs of the theory under thefe reftriftions, he 
procured a hollow brafs {paerc, which, by means of an aperture, 
could be fo loaded with jeaden fhot, fand, &c. that its fpecific 
gravity mipht be altered in any afligned ratios the aperture 
being clofed, the whole figure was perfe€tly (pherical: that the 
diameter might be afcertained, and the fpecific gravity be after- 
wards fixed for the experiment with greater certainty, the {phere 
Was 
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was fo adjulted by inclofed weights, that it would reft in water 
perfe@ly quiefcent wherever it was placed: after this adjuft. 
ment, the weight was found to be = 1093 grains, and fince the 
fpecific gravity was the fame as that of the water wherein it wag 
immerfed, the {phere’s diameter = 2.0202 inches found by com. 
puting with the weight and fpecific gravity: a weight of 272 
grains being inclofed in the fphere when adjufted in this manner, 
the whole weight muft now be 1366, and its fpecific gravity to 
that of water, as 1366: 1093; upon letting this {phere defcend 
in wate: from reft, it was obferved that the time of defcribin 

60 inches was about 3 feconds. And applying the fame data to 
the theory, the time in feconds comes out 2.83, which only 
differs from the obferved time by about the 17th part of itfelf. 
‘Three tables of other experiments are added, coincident with 
the computed times to a fufficient degree of exaétnefs, confider- 
ing the extreme nicety requifite to be ufed in making them, and 
that unavoidable errors (however {mall) in the weights, may 
confpire with thofe in balancing the {phere in the water previous 
to them; which are fufficient to caufe thefe differences, without 
fuppofing any imperfection in the theory. Our Author pro- 
ceeds to compute the velocities and times in which /pherules of 
air afcend in fluids, during fermentations, folutions, &c. He 
fuppofes that vapour or fteam confifts of {mall hollow fpherules 
of the fluid from which they arife, and that their afcent is caufed 
partly by the air’s gravitation, and partly by the impulfe of 
fome power which acts in a direction contrary to that of the 
earth’s gravity. £ It is rather analogous to the operations of na= 
ture,’ fays he, ‘than inconfiftent with them, to fuppofe the exift- 
ence of fome fuch power acting in a dire&tion contrary to that 
of gravity. The remarkable phenomenon of the perpendicular 
growth and pofition of plants and trees muft be attributed to the 
conftant agency of fome force external to the plant or tree itfelf; 
for if the ground on which a vegetable is planted be inclined to 
the horizon in any angle whatever, the plant will, neverthelefs, 
foon obtain a direction perpendicular to the horizon, and continue 
to increafe in that direction. Another phenomenon may be 
here mentioned alfo: if a bar of metal be fixed in a vertical di- 
rection, and heat be by any means applied to the middle of it, 
this heat will be communicated to the upper part of the bar, 
when the temperature of the lower part is fcarcely altered.’ But 
we are doubtful whether this, or any thing elfe that he has ad- 
vanced on this head, can be of any weight. The properties 
and nature of fire, and even of air, are in many inftances very im- 
perfectly known; were we well acquainted with the innate con- 
ftitution and properties of thefe, it is probable, from what we 


alrcady know of them, that this would be fufficient to account 
8 , for 
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for thefe phenomena, without introducing another unknown 
occult caufe into nature. dies 
His fixth fection is concerning the communication of motion 
to bodies which revolve round a fixed aX.S, Beginning with the 
following fimple propolition, Tet a weicht P, fixed at the eX=- 
tremity of a line or itring whtch ts wound round the cifcum- 
ference, hang at liberty, and communicate motion to a wheel 
turning in its own vertical plane round an horizontal axis. 
Moreover, let the whole weight of the wheel be Q, and fup- 
fe this weight to be collected uniformly into its circumference 
ound which the ftring is wound, and to which it is. fakened, 
then during the deicent of the weight P, each point of -the cire 
cumference muft move with a velocity equal to that with which 
P defcends ; and conf-quently fince the moving force is the 
weight P, and the mafs moved P-+- 2, the force which acce- 
lerates P in its defcent, will be that part of the accelerating force 


heat 4 
of gravity which is exprefled by the fraction ———-. The ve™* 
5 ; P+ ©) ‘ 7 
- . * . . . ™~ . . ~* 
locity therefore which is generated in P in any given time-is: 
P I 


found thus: fuppofe, Q = P, then ety tc and the weight 

oe 
P will be accelerated by a force which ts to that of gravity'as 
1:23 and fince gravity generates in bodies which defcend ‘near 
the earth’s furface one fecond of time, a velocity of 22 7; feet pe 
fecond, it follows, that the weight P will in the fame time have 
acquired in its defcent a velocity of 16;'s feet in a fecond only. 
Hence he deduces, in a very perfpicuous and fatisfactory manner, 
the properties of the centres of percuffion, ofcillation, and gyra- 
tion of bodies, the motion of bodies rolling down inclined 
planes, and With cords wrapt round them, the doétrine of ‘the 
lever, axis in peritrochio, different fyitems of pullies, the wedge, 
loaded cylinder, water-wheel, and the afcent and defcent of 
bodies in different curve lines. 

The feventh fe&tion contains a defcription of experiments 
made on the rectilinear motion of bodies, which are acted on by 
conltant forces; with the defcription of an inftrument afed 
for that purpofe. | 3 

The eighth feGion gives an account of experiments made’ on 
the motion of bodies which revolve round fixed axes, and round 
fuch as move with the tame velocities as the centres of gravity 
of the revolving bodies. It contains experiments on the wheel 
and axle, and on bodies rolling down inclined planes. —_, 

The ninth is on the momentum of bodies in motion. This 
feion contrins remarks on the vis viva of Bernoulli; and ob- 
Viates the objections made by Mr. Smeaton to the truth of the 
theory, as deduced from the Newtonian laws of motion, in a 
very fatisfa&tory manner, , 
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In the tenth fection he treats on the rotation of bodies jn 
free fpace, and the centre of fpontaneous rotation: and in. 
deed the doétrine of the centres of ofcillation and gyration being 
once eftablifhed on fure grounds, the whole of this follows as q 
neceflary confequence. . 

A fhort Appendix, concerning the monochord of the Rey, 
Mr. L. Huddleftone, of the Univerfity of Oxford, clofes the 
work; which contains eight plates, and 436 pages, befide the 
Preface; wherein the Author gives an inftance or two of errors 
fallen into by fome authors of credit, by not properly eftimating 
the quantity of motion in bodies. He inftances two contradic. 
tory conclufions of Dr. Defaguliers, in inveftigating the preflure 
fuftained by the axis of a wheel and axle, when a weight p, a&- 
ing at the diftance 4, elevates a weight g, applied at the diftance 
a from. the axis.. One of thefe, Mr, A. fays, is true, but we 
do not find that he has given the inveftigation any where in his 
ook; which is a material omiffion, as Mr. Emerfon, in his Mi- 
cellanies, p. 472, has brought out aconclufion different from 
either of them. The problem, however, is well folved; and 
the conclufion, which is faid to be true, by Mr. A. brought out 
at page 207 of the Traité de Mechanique par Ad. 1’ Abbé Boffus. 

Mr, Atwood appears to us to degrade the dignity of the {cience 
he has undertaken to illuftrate, when he fays, at p. 380, ‘ It is 
not probable that the theory of motion, however inconteftible 
its principles may be, can afford much affiftance to the practical 
mechanic; and there appears as little reafon to imagine, that any 


errors or mifconceptions which may have been propagated con- 


cerning the effcéts of forces confidered in a theoretical view, 
have at all impeded the due conftru@tion of ufeful machines, 
fuch as are impelled by the force of wind or water, by fprings, 
er any ather kind of motive power. Machines of this fort owe 
their origin and improvement to other fources: it is from Jong 
experience of repeated trials, errors, deliberations, corrections, 
continued throughout the lives of individuals, and by fucceflive 
generations of them, that the fciences ftriGlly called practical, 
derive their gradual advancement from feeble and awkward be- 
ginnings, to their moft perfect ftate of excellence.’ | 

But furely thefe things are not altogether fo! When Jar- 
cellus with the Roman army was befieging Syracufe, who in- 
vented and conftructed the mighty machines that retarded his 
progrefs, and flruck fuch a terror into his men, that if a foldier 
faw but a ftring hang from the wall, be made off as faft as he 
could, for fear of being caught up intothe air? Were they found 
out by trials and errors continued throughout the lives of indi- 
viduals, and fucceffive generations? Surely not? It was the 
part of genius and knowledge of the theory, it was the: part of 


an inventive inveftigating original genius, of an Archimedes, a 
direc 
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direct and contrive, to infufe as it were a life and foul into 
thefe practical mechanics, thefe binarmed machines, carpenters, 
whee! wrights, and fmiths ; they wrought the wood and iron: 
but what could they have done without him? But we need not 
go back to the time of the Punic war for inftances of the ufe of 
the knowledge of the theory of mechanics, for, of. the moft 
yfeful and celebrated modern machines, we cannot recollect 
one that was originally invented by a mere practical mechanic, 
jonorant of the theory. Be it granted that the beginnings of 
fome of them were feeble and awkward, yet this was not fo 
much the fault of the inventors, as owing to their lot and cir- 
cumftances in life. ‘They had not the powers of a whole ftate, 
orcity, at command, to execute their projects. And though 
it might be too much to fay, with the great but neglected Mr. 
Emerfon, in the Preface to his Principles of Mechanics, ‘* if the 
general temper and difpofition of men had been the fame in all 
ages, as it is in this; I am in doubt whether we had ever hath 
any fuch thing asa mill to grind us corn for bread, or a pump to 
draw us water :”” yet we think Mr. Atwood reprehenfible, for 
endeavouring to lefien the confequence of inventive theoretical 
men, the honour and boaft of every enlightened age and coun- 
try!.... We do not however mean to depreciate Mr. Atwood’s 
book, but torecommend it to all thofe that have, or with to ac- 
quire, knowledge, on thefe very important and ufeful fubjedts. 
We wilh Mr. Atwood, or anv future writer on thefe fub- 
(ets, would try if they can difcover fome means of denoting 
the time that bodies are contingent together, when motion is 
communicated by what is called impact. And whether, in 
machines put in motion by the action of wind and water, the 
principal thing requiied be not to find the time in which the 
fluid acquires a power of moving off from the fail or wheel, with 
the fame facility as it comes upon it? Whether there be not 
then an equilibrium, and confequently all acceleration of mo- 
tion at an end? And whether the difficulties and contradi@tions 
that embarrafs writers on thefe fubje€ts, be not faults of the 
theorifts, and not of the theory ? Wi 





Art. III. The Hiftory and Pra@ice of Aeroftation. By Tiberius Ca- 
vallo, F.R.S. 8vo. 6s. Dilly, &c. 1785. 


HIS judicious and entertaining work is divided, agreeably 
to the title, into two parts; one containing the hiftory, 
and the other the practice of the art. 

Mr. Cavallo traces the hiftory of Aeroftation from the earlieft 
traditions. The fabulous, or (to give them a fofter name, which 
he is inclined to do) the uncertain relations of antiquity, and the 
unfuccefsful attempts made, in later times, at fying, by ee 
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of artificial wings, and other mechanical contrivances, he com. 
fiders briefly; but of all the modern experiments, from Mont. 
eres firft difcovery in November 1782, to the crofling of the 

nglifh Channel by Mr. Blanchard and Dr. Jefferies in January 
1785, he gives a particular detai]; recording every circumftance 
that deferved to be remembered, or that feemed likely to open 
the way to further difcoveries. Of moft of thefe experiments, 
or afcenfions, we have given fome account in different numbers 
ef our Review; and fuch of our Readers, as may not yet have 
had an opportunity of perufing Mr. Cavallo’s curious work, we 
fhall now endeavour to gratify with an abftract of fome of his 
general obfervations. 

It is well known, that the prefent art of navigating through 
the air, originated with the two brothers, Stephen and Jofeph 
Montgolfier ; who began to think about this fubject towards the 
end of the year 4782. The natural afcenfion of clouds and 
fmoke in the atmofphere fuggefted the idea; and to inclofe a 
cloud in a light bag was their firft project. Accordingly a bag 
was made of fine filk, of the capacity of 40 cubic feet: paper, 
burnt under its aperture, ferved to form the cloud; and when it 
thus became fufficiently expanded, it afcended rapidly to the 
cieling. Thus the difcovery was made; and the experiment 
was foon after repeated publicly, at Annonay, with a much 
larger bag. ‘i 

Long before this time, an idea of the fame kind had fuggefted 
itfelf to fome gentlemen in England. Soon after Mr. Caven- 
difh’s difcovery of the great levity of inflammable air (publifhed 
in the Philof. Tranfact. for 1766), it occurred to Dr. Black, of 
Edinburgh, that a thin light veflel might be made, which, when 
filled with this air, would al] together be lighter than an equal 
bulk of common air, and confequently would afcend in the at- 
mofphere. In 1767, or 68, he applied to Dr. Monro, to pre- 
pare for him the allantois of a calf, to form the veflel or bag, 
thinking it would be an amufing experiment in his public courfes 
of chemiftry ; but being engaged in other fubje&ts when it was 
proeyged, and having no other idea from it than amufement 
only, he poftponed the experiment from time to time, and we 
do not find that he ever tried it. , 

The firt experiments on this fubje& appear to have been made 
by Mr. Cavallo himfelf, early in 1782 ; and an account of them 
was read to the Royal Society on the 20th of June in that year. 


They were not indeed fuccefsful, becaufe they were madeon 
* too {mall a fcale; for the proportion of envelope, to the quan- 


tity of air included in it, is incomparably greater in a fmall vef- 
fel than a large one. He tried bladders, but. the thinneft of 
thefe, however fcraped and cleaned, were too heavy: and of 


China paper it was remarkable, that the inflammable air pa 
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through it, like water through a fieve: in fhort, foap-bubbles, 
blown up with inflammable inftead of common air, were the 
only things he could tind that would afcend in the atmo- 
fphere. si . ar ae 

Thus the true principles of aerial navigation were difcovered, 
and the firft rational experiments made, in England. ‘The 
Montgolfiers fucceeded in France, by happily making the trial 
in large, on a principle by them mifunderftood ; for it was not tn 
virtue of the fmoke as a peculiar gas, but of the included air 
being rarefied by the heat, that their balloons afcended. 

When the news of their difcovery reached Paris, the fcientific 
people there began to think of repeating fo finguiar an experi- 
ment; and as they had only been informed, that the Mont- 
golfiers filled their balloon with a fpecies of gas half as heavy as 
common air, it was natural to conclude that inflammable air, 
which is four or five times lighter ftill, would anfwer much 
better. A fubfcription was opened, to defray the expences of 
the experiment; all ranks of people ran with eagernefs to fign 
their names, and the confequences are wel! known. 

Thus commenced the art, fought after from time immemorial, 
of navigating through the air; and in the fpace of two years 
from this its firft difcovery, it has been fo far improved, fays 
Mr. Cavallo, that * above 40 different perfons have performed 
the experiment, and not a fingle inftance is known of any perfon 
having loft his life in the attempt; and, excepting two or three, 
who have been hurt in confequence of accidents, not owing to the 
principle of the invention, but rather to the want of proper judg- 
ment, all have unanimoufly teftified the fafety, eafe, and beauty of 
the experiment; and it is very remarkable, that no man or woman, 
who afcended into the atmofphere by this new-invented means, ex- 
perienced any ficknefs or giddinefs.—It is juitly to be queftioned, 
whether the firft 40 perfons, who truited themfelves to the fea in 
boats, efcaped fo fafe.’ 

The Reader will perceive, from the foregoing paragraph, 
thac this work was written [indeed it was printed] prior to the 
much-lamented fate of Rozier and Romain; though even that, 
and a few difagreeable circumftances which have happenea fince, 
to fome of the aeronauts in our own country, appear to have 
been owing chiefly to imprudent management. 

Acrial navigation, confidered as a mode of travelling between 
diftant places, independently of its farnifhing means of convey- 
ance to places otherwife inaccefiible, fs attended with many ad- 
vantages and conveniences. * The’ method, far from being 
complicated or troublefome, is perhaps as fimpté' as ‘might Irave been 
wifhed by the warmeft imagination ; and fo+eafy ‘for the aeronanut} 
that he has abfolutely much lefs trouble with the maching than 2 
failor with a fhip in the moft favourable circumitances.~-With a mo- 
Gerate wind, the aerial navigators have often gone ut the rate of 
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between 40 and so miles an hour, and very commonly at the rate of 
30 miles, and that without any agitation, and without feeling the 
wind ; for in fact, the wind goes with them, and therefore they are 
refpectively in acalm. Compare this mode of travelling with any 
other known method of going from place to place, and then Judge 
of the merit and importance of the difcovery. 

* The principal objection ftarted againft aeroftation 1s, that the 
machires cannot be guided againft the wind, or in every direétion at 
pleafure.—But veflels on water cannot be guided apainft the wind, 
nor even within many degiees of the contrary direCtion ; and indeed, 
if the jee-way of a veflel going clofe to. the wind be taken into ae. 
count, it will be found, that a veflel at fea can hardly be guided 
within lefs than aright angle to the peint of the wind.—Now an 
aeroftatic machine has been carried in a courfe fo far as 22 degrees 
from the direétion of the wind, by the ufe of oars ; fo that there is 
great probability that an improved conftruction, and proper manage- 
ment, may enable the machine to go acrofs the wind, if not fil] 
nearer to the point from which it blows.’ 

We muft, however, acknowledge, that in this laft particular 
we are by no means perfeétly fatished. When a fmall boat is 
fufpended at the bottom of an enormous balloon, we cannot 
conceive how any power of oars, applied to the boat, can vary, 
in any confiderable degree, either the direction or velocity of the 
balloon *. ‘I'he Author himfelf takes notice, in different parts 
of his work, of the inefficacy of oars; and, among all the hifto- 
ries he has recorded, there is but one in which there is any ap- 
pearance of their having been of ufe, It is from that one that 
he makes the above inference ; and for our own part, we can 
eafier fuppofe a miftake to have happened in the obfervation, 
than admit a mechanical effect which feems repugnant to the 
eftablifhed mechanic laws. 

‘ An aeronaut, in the atmofphere, has two advantages, which are 

s very confiderable; firft, that if the wind does not prove favourable, 
he may defcend, provided he is over Jand; and fecondly, as currents 
of air, going in different directions, have been very often obferved 
at the fame time in the atmofphere, the aeronaut may, by afcending 
or defcending into an higher or lower region, go with that current 
which is proper for him.’ 

Ti*fe are, doybtlefs, very material advantages, and fuch as 
will in good meafure compenfate for the ungovernablenefs of the 
machine by oars; but they feem to be confined chiefly to one 
fpecies of balloons, thofe with rarefied air, which may be raifed 
or lowered at pleafure, by only increafing or diminifhing the 
fire. Thofe with inflammable air, which the Author upon the 
whole prefers, cannot be made to afcend higher without drop- 
ping fome of the ballaft, nor to defcend lower without Jetting 
out fome of the inflammable air, which is too precious to be 
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watted ; and it is plain, that by alternations of thefe afcents and 
defcents, the whole ftock of both muft very foon be exhaufted. 

‘ The afcenfional power of balloons, or their excefs of levity 
above an equal bulk of common air, increafes incomparably fafter 

than the proportion of their diameters: for iniftance, if an air-bal- 
loon of a certain diameter can lift up into the atmofphere a weight 
of 10 pounds, another balloon, of twice that ciameter (every thing 
elfe being the fame), will lift up more than 80 pounds; one of 
thrice the diameter, 270 pounds ; and one of four times the diameter, 
640 pounds. Upon this principle, balloons have been made of fuch 
a fize, as would carry up any required weight. 

‘ It has often been difcuffed, whether the preference fhould be 
given to inflammable air machines, or thofe raifed by means of hot 
air. Each has its peculiar advantages and difadvantages—The rare- 
fied air balloons ar2 filled with little or no expence; they do not re- 

vire to be made of fo expenfive materials ; the neceflary combul- 
tibles are found almoft everywhere, fo that the aeronaut may defcend 
at pleafure, and recruit his fuel. But then they mult be larger than 
the other fort, to take up the fame weight; and the prefence of a 
fire is a continual trouble, and continual danger—The inflammable 
air balloons muft be made of a fubftance impermeable to the fubtile 
gas ; the gas itfelf cannot be produced without confiderable expence ; 
and the materials and apparatus neceflary for its production are not 
in every place to be found. Neverthelefs, an inflammable air bal- 
loon of 30 feet diameter, according to the prefent ftate of know- 
ledge, may be made fo tight, as to fupport two perfons, and a con- 
fiderable quantity of ballaft, up in the air for above 24 hours ; and 
poflibly one man might be fupported by the fame machine for three 
days: and it is very probable that the ftuff may be fo far improved, 
as to be quite impermeable to the gas, or nearly fo; in which cafe 
the machine, once filled, would continue to float for a vaft while. 
At Paris, they have already attained to great perfection in this point; 
and {mall balloons have been kept floating in a room for ‘many 
weeks, without lofing any confiderable quantity of their levity—The 
dificulty, however, is in the large ones; becaufe the weight of the 
ftuff itfelf, the weight and ftrefs of ropes and boat, the folding it 
up, &c. may eafily crack or f{crape off fome part of the varnifh.—As 
to the dearnefs of the inhammable air, divers experiments and ob- 
fervations fhew, that a method of obtaining it incomparably cheaper 
is not far from being afcertained * ; and indeed there are feveral 
manufactories, in which abundance of inflammable air is daily pro- 
duced, and loft for want of proper attention. . 

‘ In regard to philofophical obfervations derived from aeroftation, 
very few have yet been made; the novelty of the difcovery, and of 
the profpect, has generally diftraéted the attention; and befides, 
moft ‘of the aerial voyages have been made by perfons who had pe- 
cuniary profit alone in view,—or who were ftimulated to go up for 
the fake of the profpect,—or by the vanity of adding their names to 
the lift of aerial adventurers. 
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* See our Review for Auguft, page 9g. 
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‘ The agreeable ftillnefs and tranquillity fpenanns up in the 
atmofphere has been a general obfervation.—Some machines haye 
afcended to 2 great height, even as far as two miles; they have pe- 
netrated through fogs and clouds, and enjoyed the vivifying heat of 
the fun, while the earth nomeiath was covered by dente clouds that 
poured abundance of rain.—In afcending very hig, the aeronauts 
have often experienced a pain in their ears, arfing from the air, 
within a certain cavity of thofe organs, being not ot the fame denfity 
with the external air; but that pain ge nerally went off foon after.— 
One experiment 1s recorded, in which the air ef a higher region, be. 
ing brought down and examined, was founc purer than the air be. 
low. The temperature of the upper regions is much colder than 
that of the air near the earth; the thermometer there has defcended 
many degrees below the freezing point, while on the earth it flood 
confiderably above that point.’ 

T hefe are the principal articles of information which we have 
hitherto received from the aeronauts; but from the rapid pro- 
grefs which this infant art has already made, it may reafonably 
be hoped that the time is approaching, when aerotlatic vehicles 
will be fitted out en purpofe for philofophical difcoveries, for af- 
Certaining many of the general laws of na'ure, and exploring the 
produdions of the unknown regions of the atmofphere. 

One danger attending the aerial traveller has occurred to moft 
people: 

‘ A ftroke of lightning, or the fmalleft electric fpark, happening 
near the balloon, might fet fire to the inflammable air, and deftroy 
the machine and the adventurer. But feveral confiderations feem to 
render this peers of no great weight, though they do not en- 
tirely remove it, 1. This accident never happened, though in- 
flammable air ba Moons have been up in every feaion of the year, and 
at the very time when thunder was a¢tually heard. 2. In cafe of 
danger, the aeronauts — eafily come down, or afcend above the 
region of thunder-ftorms. 3. The balloon, bein g made of materials 
that are not conduCtors of eleGricity, is not bke! v to receive a flroke, 
efpecially as it ftands infulated. 4, Inflammable air by itfelf, un- 
mixed with a certain quantity of common air, will not burn; aad 
confequently, even if a {park of electricity was to pafs through the 
ames it would not fet fire to the inflammable air, anlefs a hole 

as to be made in the envelope.’ 

The Author feems to have no apprehenfion of any other dan- 
ger from lightning than the inflammable air being fet on fire by 
it. We muft confefs, that we fhould ourfelves have been in 
fome apprehention from the /réke, independently of any come 
buftion, or confumption of the principle of buoyancy ; though 
he certainly has removed much of our anxiety on both ac- 


counts. 

Our limits will not permit us to follow this ingenious writer 
through his fecond part; in which he firft explains the general 
principles of aeroftation ; and then gives the beft praAtical di- 


sections that experics i¢e has yet difcovered, for the ee 
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and management of the balloons, the {mall paper ones with 
rarefied air, as well as the large forts. He conliders particu- 
larly their form and dimenfions ; the method of eftimating by 
the barometer, the height to which they afcend ; the matter of 
the envelope, and the varnifh for it; the manner of cutting it 
into proper pieces, and joining them together; the preparation 
of inflammable air, and filling the balloons with it; and the 
mechanical contrivances that have been made or propofed for 
raifing, lowering, or varying their direétion, He concludes 
with a fhort account of the obfervations proper to be made in 
an aerial voyage ; and of the ufes, economical and philofophi- 


cal, to which aeroftation may be applied. Chis.— ew 





Art. 1V. Thoughts on the further Improvement of Aeroftation, or the 
Art of travelling in the Atmofphere: with a Deicription of a 
Machine now conftru€ting, on different Principles from thofe 
hitherto adopted. 8vo. 1s. Nicol. 1735. 


rig HE anonymous Author of this little pamphlet makes fome 

; fenfible remarks upon the methods hitherto contrived for 
giving aeroftatic machines an horizontal direction; and fhews 
how inadequate they al] are for anfwering that intention. The 
furface of the globe itfelf, expofed to the wind, is fo much 
larger than that of any oars or wings which can be applied, that 
the impulfe of the wind upon the former (as we have hinted in 
the preceding article) muft infallibly countera& all the efforts of 
the latter: and as the boat or car for the traveller has been 
ufually fufpended by ropes, at fome diftance from the balloon, 
the greateft exertions there can produce no confiderable effeét on 
the large fuperior body: indeed if they have any effeét, it muft 
be, to occafion a {winging of the car itfelf, rather than impart 
any motion to the balloon; fo that, upon the whole, the oars 
appear to be not only ulelefs, but dangerous. 

The improvements propofed by this writer confift of three 
points: 

1. To make the machine not fpherical, but of an oblong 
form, like a ifh: and from the animal which he has been led 
to imitate, he wifhes it to be called a fying fib. The fharp 
head will divide the refifting fluid, and open a paflage; whilft 
the tail ferves as a rudder to fteer its courfe, The buoyancy, or 
quantity of air contained in proportion to the envelope, will in- 
deed be much lefs in this form than in the fpherical ; but that 
difadvantage may be compenfated by enlarging the fize. 

2. Inftead of a detached car fufpended to the balloon, to find 
a feat for the traveller in the lower part of the body of the fith ; 
in the center of gravity of the whole, that the machine may al- 
ways lie horizontal; and forming a part of the machine, that 
the impulfe of whatever force is ufed there may adtuate the 
whole body, ; 

3. To 
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3. To furnith the traveller with inftruments of fufficient fur. 
face to take good hold of the air, and of fufficient ftrength ta 
bear the whole exertion of his mufcular force; analogous, in 
form and fituation, to the fins in fifhes. He confiders the form 
of thefe. oars, and the mode of aerial rowing, very rationally ; 
and expedts great advantage from the fkilful ufe of them. 

This plan is certainly much better adapted to anfwer the in. 
tended. purpofe, than any that has yet been propofed. But there 
is one obvious objection to it (which the Author himfelf takes 
notice of, and which he hopes will be removed by the particu. 
Jar conftruction of his machine), viz. the. difficulty of keeping 
fuch a.machihe with the fmalleft end forwards in the atmo- 
fphere, and the danger of its turning fideways: we fhould ap- 
prehend a poffibility even of its over-turning; for though the 
fifh, at full extent, is fo balanced as to lie horizontal, yet acci- 
dents may happen, from the efcape of part of the included air, 
from currents in the atmofphere, or other caufes, by which the 
equilibrium may be deftroyed, and the traveller brought into an 
alarming fituation. But as experience alone can determine this 
point, we fhall defer making any further remarks till the deci- 
fion of experience fhall be obtained. If the machine is found to 
anfwer expeclation, the Author promifes a complete defcription 


of it. Chis—e- 


Art. V. 4 Treatife upon Aerofatic Machines. Containing Rules 
for calculating their Powers of Afcenfion; a Demonftration of the 
Forces which have a Tendency to diltend or burft them; and an 
extenfive l'able, by which the Power and Weight of any one, 
from ten to one hundred Feet Diameter, may readily be found. 
Alfo an expeditious Method of conftru&ing them of any round 
Form, fuch as a Globe, a Vafe, or an Urn; with Direétions for 
filling them, and making. inflammable air, &c. &c. By John 
Southern. 8vo, 2s. Birmingham printed, and fold by Bald- 
win, London, 1785. 








FTER tranfcribing fo copious a title, it will not be ne- 
ceflary for us to enter into much detail of the contents of 
this publication. The direGtions for calculating the capacities 
and buoyant powers of balloons appear to be juft ; and the me- 
thod given for making paper ones, of any given dimenfions, ‘to 
be very commodious and expeditious. The Author defcribes 
minutely, and clearly, the manner of placing the fheets on one 
another (each doubled as in the quire), with the edge of one a 
little fhort of that under it; applying the pafte over all the pro= 
jecting edges at once, joining them together, by turning up the 
pafted edge of the upper leaf of one fheet over the unpafted edge 
of the under leaf of the fheet above it; and afterwards folding up 
the proper lengths in fuch a manner, that by cutting in a ftraight 
line, the meridional pieces are obtained of a proper forms 
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In the part which Mr. Southern has laboured moft, and which 
he looks upon as an important difcovery of his own, the calcu- 
lation of the diffenfive powers, he has been the leaft fuccefsful. 
Nor are all his geometrical demonftrations, or algebraical calcu- 
lations fufficient to convince us, that a veffel of air or water, 
immerfed in a veflel of mercury, will have a tendency to burft, 
from the excefs of preflure within; or that, when a balloon is 
barely filled, or not quite filled, with inflammable air (that is, 
filled only fo far that the elafticity or preflure of the air within 
may be /e/s than the preffure of the air without), there will, in 
this cafe, be fuch a diftenfive force, tending to burft the balloon 
(that is, fuch an exce/s of the preflure of the air within above 
that of the air without), as amounts, in a balloon of 100 feet 
diameter, to about 44 tons!!! 

While the Author’s ingenuity was employed in demonftrating 
and inveftigating the quantity of this vifionary force, the real 
and obvious caufes of the burfting of balloons have moft unac- 
countably efcaped him. When a balloon is not quite full, the 
only caufe that operates for burfting it, is its own weight, or 
that of the bodies appended to it: while the air within and the 
air without continue in equilibrio, there cannot be any difienfive 
force. It is on rifing into the upper regions of the atmofphere, 
where the air is rarer, and coniequently the external preflure 
diminifhed, that internal diftenfion takes place; and this diften- 
fion is not an invariable quantity for each balloon, as this 
ventleman fuppofes, but greater or lefs according to the diminu- 
tion of the preflure on the outfide. 

The Author himfelf obferves, towards the end of his pam- 
phlet (p. 58.), that § a balloon ought not to be filled to a greater 
degree, than to be capable of fulpending the intended weight ;’ 
and that © it ought to be fo large, as not to be made quite full 
by the expanfion of the air at its greateft height.” Can he then 
talk ferioufly of calculating the diflenfive force in a balloon 
which never is diftended at ali? Has he never heard of the 
common experiment of a bladder not fully blown? In that ftate, 
it has no tendency to burft, no ftrain upon it, nor any thing 
but its own weight to fupport: remove it into a rarer and rarer 
atmofphere, and it becomes diftended ; and by an increafe of 
that diftenfion it burfts. 

After the above obfervation he adds, that ‘as the inflammable 
airin the balloon is pofiefled of an expan/ive principle [which he 
feems to confider as diftinct from a diffenfive one], it will occupy 
a greater [pace in the higher regions, in proportion as the ex- 
ternal air is lefs denfe; and confequently the power of the ma- 
chine will be egual at all altitudes’ but, if fo, it would continue 
to afcend as long as there is room for the expanfion to take 


place, that is, till the balloon becomes quite full; and yet ic 
mutt 
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mult be made fo large as never to be quite full at its greatelt 
altitude ! 

He f{ubjoins an affertion, which we apprehend the aeronauts 
would be very happy to find verified ; ‘ that if the balloon be at 
eny altitude in equilibrium with its furrounding air, a power 
equal to one pound weight is capable of railing or deprefling it 
through any height,’ and, therefore, that there can be no doubt 
but wings or oars * would have the propofed eff. & of railing and 
deprefling the machine at pleafure, and through any height... 


_Chiy — 


Arr. VI. Curfory Remarks upon the Reverend Mr. Ramfay’s Effay 
on the Treatment and Converfion of African Slaves in the Sugar 
Colonies. By a Friend to the Welt India Colonies, and their Jn- 
habitants, 8vo. 2s. 6d. fewed.. Wilkie. 1785. 








F Mr. Ramfay’s opponent intended to favour us with a 
friendly hint of admonition, by the following paflage in his 
Preface, we bow to his reproof, and confefs the pofiibility-of 
our having been, in fome degree, feduced by a warmth of at- 
tachment to * the noble caufe of univerfal Liberty ;’ a favourite 
fudject! on which our fentiments have been long known to the 
Public. The paflage to which we refer is this: 

‘ He’ [the Remarker on Mr. R.’s Efay] ¢ is not without hope, 
that on a cool retrofpection, thefe arbiters of modern literary re- 
putation may be induced, with that impartial equity which gene- 
rally does, and ever fhould, accompany their decifions, to retraé 
fomething of their indifcriminate applaufe; when they find, that 
dazzled by the {pecious and benevolent profeffions of a refpectable 
writer, they have been milled to overlook the general and illiberal 
acrimony of his language, the inconclufivenefs of many of his argu- 
ments, the cruel perfonality of his invetives, and the ftriking in- 
confiftency of his different allertions; as well as to enquire too 
lightly into the authenticity of his facts.’ 

With reipect to the * authenticity of the fads’ advanced by 
Mr. R. in fupport of his reprefentation of the ftate of flavery in 
the Englith Wett indies, we hope for due allowance in our. fa- 
vour, from this unknown Author, and from the Public in ge- 
neral, on account of the difficulty of obtaining other informa- 
tion. As for our perfonal acquaintance with the fubject, fo far 
as refpets the conduct of the Weft India planters toward their 
flaves, it muft be fet out of the queftion: the Reviewer of Mr, 


‘R.’s Effay never had any information, but from books, or cafual 


converfation with perfons who have refided in thoie parts of .the 


world, 


We mutt, farther, confefs, that the perufal of thefe * Curfory,’ 
but very fenfible and well-written, ‘ Remarks,’ hath given us an 
idea of the firuation, and general treatment of African flaves, in 
the Sugar Cojonies, by no means confonant with that which 
we had formed, on reading Mr, R.’s work. We are now sent 
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vineed (and humanity rejoices in the conviction), that, as fart 
as we can depend on anonymous * evidence, the condition of 
thofe Africans, faves as they are, 18 by no means fo intolerable 
as we had conceived it to be. Very different, indeed, is the 
account given by the writer before us, from that of the reverend 
Effayif? ; and we hope, for the honour of our Weft India coun- 
trymen, that truth hath not been materially injured by our pre- 
fent Author, in his attempt to give us a more favourable opinion 


of them, than that which Mr. Ramfay hath expréfied in his 
Effay. 

The Remarker begins by juftly obferving, that * when a cler- 

yman of learning and abilities introduces himfelf to the notice 
of the world in the amiable character of a friend to humanity, 
and ftands forth a volunteer in the noble caufe of univerfal !i- 
berty, he is undoub:sedly intitled to the applaufe and reverence 
of mankind.’ Having made this candid conceffion, he adds, 

‘ But when fucl an author endeavours to attain fo defirable an 
end, by means which would, if poflible, tend to its difgrace ; when he 
deals in rafh affertions, grofs mifreprefentations, and virulent in- 
yectives; when he lavithly facrifices to the abfurdeft prejudices of the 
vulgar; when he aims at loading with contempt and infamy a very 
ufeful and refpectable body of men; when he. difturbs the peaceful 
afhes of the dead; when he even proceeds, in the moft unfeeling 
manner, to hang up the private characters of living individuals to 
public deteftation and abhorrence: in fhort, when a preacher of 
primitive meeknefs, oftenfibly defirous of {preading the invaluable 
bleffings of liberty and Chriftianity, takes the moft illiberal and un- 
chriftianlike manner of doing it; the true motives of his zeal, and 
the immaculate purity of his intentions, may become juftly liable to 
fufpicion ; and it may {trike impartial and unprejudiced readers, as 
not abfolutely impoffible, that the apparently benevolent: advocate 
for the rights of human nature, may either be actuated by, private 
pique and refentment, encouraged by the flattering hope of pa- 
tronage, or fpurred on by the ardent defire of popularity.’ 

Our Author is well aware, he fays, * how invidious a tafk it 
is, to take up the pen even, in /eeming oppofition to a book of fuch an 
apparent liberal tendency. Confcious, however,’ he adds, ‘ of the 
rectitude of my own intentions, I fhall freely venture to deliver my 
fentiments, regardlefs of fuch cenfure as is founded only in the pre- 
judices of the mifinformed multitude; and in firm reliance, that 
while I am defending the charaéters of fo valuable, refpeétable, and 
ufeful a fetof men, as the Britifh Weit India planters, againft the 
acrimonious mifreprefentations of intemperate zeal, or offended felf- 
fufficiency, I fhall not be fo far mifunderftood by the candid and 
judicious part of mankind, as to be ranked among the advocates for 
flavery ; as I moft fincerely join Mr. Ramfay, and every other man 





_* We with that the Remarker had given his work the fanétion of 
his name, as Mr, Ram/ay hath fairly done. 
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of fenfibility, in hoping, the bleffings of freedom will, in due time, 
be equally diffufed over the face of the whole globe.’ 

As we Cannot pretend to follow our Author through the lon 
train of his remarks on all the reprehenfible paflages (as he con. 
ceives them) in Mr. R.’s book, it may fuffice, in general, to 
obferve, that the Remarker contradiéts the Effayift, in almoft 
every fact and circumftance of his reprefentations; and in the 
courfe of his ftrictures, he fails not to retaliate on ¢he reverend 
aggreflor with ample feverity, for his harfh treatment of the 
Wek India Planters. Mr. Ramfay, he contends, fhould of all 
men, have forborne to charge them with cruelty to their flaves, 
—he who, during a twenty years refidence in the Weft Indies, 
was himfelf fo remarkably defpotic, that it became a common 
threat, with fome mafters, to their i1efra€tory Negroes, that 
“* they fhould be fold to the Parfon !”—Thefe, by the way, are 
not, properly, the words of our Author: he quotes them in his 
extracts from a pamphlet lately publifhed in the Weft Indies, 
entitled, ** An anfwer to the Reverend James Ramfay’s Effay 
“© on the Treatment and Converfion of Slaves in the Britifh 
«© Sugar Colonies, by fome Gentlemen of St. Chriftopher.” In 
this pamphlet, the character of the E/fayif? is treated with re- 
markable freedom and feverity : it was printed at Ba/fterre, price 
two dollars. We do not hear that it hath been reprinted or cir- 
culated in England. , 

On the whole, our Author’s reprefentation of the general 
ftate and condition of the Negro flaves in our Sugar Colonies, 
is quite the reverfe of that given by Mr. R, and fuch, in many 
refpeéts, as the poor of even this happy country, and ftill more 
of Scotland and Ireland, might contemplate with envy. The 
benevolent Reader will be pleafed with the following fketch, 
and join with us, moft cordially, in withing, if it is not—that it 
were—in every refpect, a perfectly juft and true picture of what 
mzy be feen throughout the plantations in queftion: 

* The young Negroes are no fooner taken from the breafts. of 
their mothers, than they receive an equal allowance with them; 
which, on many ‘eftates, is regalarly drefied for them, witha mix- 
ture of vegetables, and ferved out two or three times a day.—They 
are allowed clothes according to their fize, but are feldom feen with 
any in the day time, being fuffered by their parents to range about 
in the fun without the leaft incumbrance, ‘by which means their 
limbs become fupple, mufcular, and active. —As foon as they are old 
enough, they are put into a little gang by themfelves, and employed, 
under the direction of fome fteady, careful old woman, in gathering 
grafs, or other food, for fheep, horfes, &c.—From this light work, 
as they advance in age and ftrength, they are draughted into what 
is called the {mall gang; and from thence, as they arrive at man- 
hood, are taken into the great or ftrongeft gang.—When a Negro 
lad attains the age of eighteen or twenty, he begins to think of 
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quitting his father’s family, and building a houfe for himfelf, and, 
at the fame time, of connecting himfelf with fome particular young 
woman as a wife. It muft be confefled, that he does not always 
abide {tritly by the firft choice he makes on {uch occafion; yet at- 
tachments of long ftanding are much more frequent than could be 
expected under fuch a latitude of toleration, and are, perhaps, oftner 
the refult of real inclination, among the uncivilized negroes, than 
in thofe highly polifhed focieties, where the bonds of union are in- 
difloluble.—When he has ereéted his houfe, and taken unto himfelf 
a helpmate, he begins to confider himfelf as fettled, and both he 
and his wife continue to improve their fettlement, and plant the 
ground around it, as well as what may be allotted them in other 

arts of the plantation, in caffada, yams, potatces, &e. for ufe ; 
and in cotton, pot-herbs, fruit, &c. for fale; and to enable them 
to accomplith this work, they have for themfelves the whole of each 
Sunday, frequently Saturday afternoon, and their own daily rece(s 
every noon, which they rarely employ in eating, {upper being their 
chief and favourite repaft. With the firft money they acquire, they 
generally purchafe a hog, which is foon increafed to two, or more, 
with the addition of goats and poultry, if they are fuccefsful, and 
induftrious. They, moft of them, likewife, are poffefled of a fa- 
vourite dog or two, which they are in no fear of being deprived of 
by the gun of a furly over-bearing game-keeper.—They alfo plant 
lime, lemon, plantain, banana, and calabath trees about their houfes, 
which, by a quick vegetation, foon afford them both fhade.and fruit. 
As a young Negro advances in riches, he will fometimes.fo far ven- 
ture to indulge his pride, or inclinations, as to take an additional 
wife or two; but as the fable ladies are by no means exempt from 
the troublefome paffion of jealoufy, this is deemed rather a hazardous 
adventure, and the few libertines of the ton, who take advantage of 
this licence, have generally caufe to repent of their rafhnefs—As 
the fyndamental neceffaries of life are pretty amply provided’ for 
them, their fpare time is only dedicated to the procuring fuich addi- 
tions, as an Englifh overfeer of a country parifh would be inclined 
to confider, as the moft baneful luxuries among his fqualid depend~ 
ants. - ‘Ihe men procure fifh, crabs, lobfters, and various other fea 
productions, which, added to the grain and falt provifiens they re- 
ceive from the eftate, and the roots and vegetables raifed by them- 
felves, enables their wives (who are naturally much better caterers 
and cooks than the lower order of women in England) not only to 
prepare the moft nourifhing, but the moft favoury meals for their 
hufbands and children. Their kids and poultry they carry to market; 
their hogs they kill, and referving the head and offals, and fome- 
times a quarter for their own eating, difpofe of the reft.—By thefe 
means a fober, induftrious Negro is feldom without a good fuit or 
two of clothes to his back, and a few dollars in his pocket: neither 
is the whole of their own time, by any means devoted to laborious 
employments, but mirth, feftivity, mufic, and dancing, engrofs no 
{mall portion of their leifure> they have an ear for mufic, and a 
graceful aclivity in dancing, far beyond the difmal {crapings, and 
awkward caperings of an Englifh May-day, or a country a» ag 
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and he is fenfible, alfo, that if he performs his duty with alacrity, 
he is in no danger of correction, or any other punifhment.—He is fo 
far from dreading the expences of children, that he has every induces 
ment to with for a numerous family, and, confequently, enjoys the 

leafures of a hufband, and a father, without alloy. The terrors 
of ficknefs and pain are mitigated by the reflection, that he is cers 
tain of having proper advice and affiftance, as well as neceflary ¢are 
and attendance. He has none of the pinching rigours of inclement 
feafons to combat with, but paffes his whole life in a climate con. 
genial to his conftitution, and where a conitant, and luxuriant vege- 
tation, enfures him a return for fuch cultivation as he chufes to be. 
ftow on his own little plantations. Nor has he the leaf reafon to 
look forward, with anxiety, towards the approach of old age, and 
infirmities ; being fure, that when totally paft the lighteft labour, 
his regular allowance will be continued to him, in addition to the 
attentions paid him‘ by his own defcendants.’ 

We repeat what we have before exprefled—-our hope that this 
is, on the whole, a fair view of the general condition of the 
Negro flaves in the Britifh Weft Indies ; and we are much in- 
duced to believe, that it is near the truth, from the appearance 
of honefty, good fenfe, and humanity, which pervades the whole 
of this copious review of Mr. Ramfay’s work; on which ac- 
count, we cannot but recommend this performance to the atten- 
tion of thofe who have perufed the E/ay to which it relates ; 

, ** Hear all,. and then, let Juftice hold the fcale.” 

We cannot conclude without obferving, that this reflecting 

and penetrating Author hath occafionally thrown out fome re- 
marks, that’ merit the ‘attention of our philofophers and poli- 
ticians ; who, when they inveftigate the fubjeét of flavery, and 
confider the natural though remote confequences of introducing 
among us the woolley tpecies of mankind, will extend their 
views beyond the immediate and comparatively trivial concerns 
of commercial or plantation interefts. 
. Think not, Reader, that in perufing the volume, juft clofed, 
we have fuffered any diminution of our zeal for the great and 
good caufe‘of univerfal Liberty. The points chiefly difcuffed by 
the Author, ‘bear but a diftant relation to that caufe. It isa ftill 
greater caufe, in'which he appears to be engaged—the CAusE 
oF TRUTH! to which every other confideration ought to give 
place : G 


Fiat juflitia,—ruat celum ! 





Art. VII. Tranfa&ions of the Society, inftituted at London, for 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufaétures, and Commerce, with the 
Premiums offered in the Year 1785. Vol. III. 8vo. 4s. boards. 
Dodfley, &c. 178s. 

HE favourable manner in which the former volumes of 
thefe Tranfactions have been received by the Public, 


have encouraged the Society to continue the publication of their 
mMemMOIrs 5 
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memoirs; and it will appear from the book before us, that their 
fpirited exertions for the promotion of the U/eful Arts, have not 
been remitted during the courle of the laft year. 

This volume, which, like the two preceding publications, 
comes out under the direétion of Mr. More, contains Papers on 
the fubjeéts of Agriculture, the Polite Arts, Manufactures, and 
Mechanics. Thefe are followed by an abfiraét of the 8: ciety’s 
Proceedings in 1784, and lifts of Rewaids, Prefents, Officers, 
Members, and Premiums offered in 17%5. 

AcRicuLTURE. ‘This clas opcus with an account of the 
Earl of Upper Offory’s plantations, near Ampthill, in Bedford- 
fhire, which, from their natuie and extent, were judged by the 
Society to entitle the noble owner to their Gold Medal, a pre- 
mium the more honourable for his Lordfhip to receive, as it was 

refented without application, and no lets fo for the Committee, 

who beftowed it, as it ferves to thew, how attentive they are to 
the progre's of the Arts, and how far they are from wanting 
any {pur to encourage merit, and reward afliduity, . 

The next letters contain an account of the plantations of oak 
and foreft trees in Scotland, on the citate of George Rofs, Efq; 
by which it appears, that there were planted, in his grounds, at 
Cromarty, in North Britain, from the month of March 1783, 
to the month of May 1784, no lefs than three millions one 
hundred and eighty-nine thoufand feven hundred trees, which 
were either oaks, elms, afh, beech, fycamore, chefnut, larch, or 
Scotch firs. The Society preiented to him, as a mark of their 
approbation, the Gold Medal. 

Then follow fome letters on the culture of different kinds of 
wheat, from Mr. Boys of Bethhanger, in Kent, and from Mr. 
Wagftaffe of Norwich, for which the tianks of the Society 
were returned. 

The clafs of Agriculture is concluded by an account of feve- 
ral different experiments made on the Howard or Cluftered Poe 
tatoe, by Arthur Young, Efq. ‘Thefe relate to the culture, pro- 
duce, and application of this root; and are drawn up with the 
fame accuracy, and difplay the fame attention, which the Public 
has fo often feen exhibited in the productions of this ingenious 
writer, and intelligent farmer. For thefe experiments, the Silver 
Medal was voted to Mr. Young, in 1779; and they feem to be 
well entitled to fuch rewards, and to the notice of the Public. 
In the next volume of the Tranfaétions of this Society, we are 
taught to expect an account of further experiments on this fub- 
ject, continued (04784. ‘Thofe which are now publifhed were 
begun in 1770. pools 

PAPERS IN THE Potrre Arts. The whole of this depart- 
ment is filled with an account of the Six Pictures, with which the 
great room of the Scciety hath been decorated by Mr, Barry; from 
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whofe work, on this fubject, thefe defcriptions are principally 
taken. As that book has already paffed under our notice, and 
the paintings have been publicly exhibited, for two fucceffive 
years, we fhall not enlarge on this part of the Tranfadtions, but 
muft refer fuch of our Readers, as wifh for further information 
on this fubjeét, to Mr. Barry’s narrative, or to our Review for 
May 1783. 

Manuractures. As the letter, which is given in this 
clafs, relates to a premium offered in the prefent year, and 
as the fubject is curious, we fhall prefent that, and the in- 
troduction, to our Readers, without abridgment: 


MANUFACTURES. 

‘In the year 1760, the Society offered premiums for making cloth 
from Hop-ftalks, or binds, and fubjoined to the advertifement fome 
directions to be purfued in preparing the ftalks, and obtaining the 
fibres'in a fit ftate for manufacturing. No proper claim was ever 
made for thefe premiums ; but as the want of fuccefs feems to have 
arifen, not fo much from the impracticability of doing it, the prac- 
tice being known, and in ufe in Sweden, as from the want of proper 
information refpecting the conducting the procefs, it has been judged 

roper to print the following letter, which may ferve to ftimulate 
ingenious perfons to make further trial of a material produced in 
fuch great quantities in this kingdom, and hitherto employed to no 
emanioe: purpofes; and as a ftill greater inducement, the Society 

ave again offered a premium for the making cloth from Hop-ftalks, 
as may be feen in this volume under the head of premiums for en- 
couraging and improving manufactures. 

* The procefs alluded to in the following letter was publifhed by 
the Society in 1760, as follows : 

‘© The Hop-ftalks, or binds, are to be collected in Autumn, put 
into water, and covered therewith the whole winter; in March they 
are to be taken out, dried in a ftove, and drefled as flax. The pre- 
pared filaments will be fine, foft, and white, and may be fpun into 
cloth ; Hop-ftalks require a longer time to rot than flax, and if not 
completely macerated, the woody part will not feparate, nor the 
cloth prove white or fine.” 

* But thefe direftions having been found inadequate to the pur- 
pofe intended, the Society, in fome fubfequent publications, added 
the following Nota Bene to their advertifements: ‘* It not being 
exactly known how long time the Hop-binds required to be fteeped 
in- water, in the manner hemp is, in order to feparate the fibrous 
parts from the reft, it is recommended to the candidates for the pre- 
mium, to examine the Hop-binds from time to time, during: their 
fteeping, and to take them out, before the fibres appear to be too 
much weakened for the ufe intended; they are then to be dried, on 
a kiln, or in fome other way, and it is required of each candidate 
to produce to’ the Society an exact account of the manner of treating 
the Hop-binds.” 

‘SIR, London, December 14th, 1761. 
* Having attempted the making Cloth from Hop-ftalks, in pure 


fuance of the premium and procefs, puplithed by the Sociecy, J _ 
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by defire of feveral Members, left fome fpecimens of the manufac- 
ture with the Regifter; I beg leave to trouble you with an ob- 
fervation or two that may be proper to be attended to, if this fubjedt 
fhould again be taken into confideration. 

‘ Firft, That the faid fpecimens are fufficient to evince that Hop- 
binds will afford a material for making cloth. 

‘ Secondly, That the fpecies of cloth intended to be made from 
the material produced, would very well anfwer the purpoie of fine 
facking, and coarfe bagging for hops. 

‘ Thirdly, That the fole caufe of my not producing a ftronger 
material, and a fufficient quantity to have entitled me to the pre- 
mium propofed, was, that the material was too long immerfed un- 
der water, and its texture was thereby deftroyed. 

‘ Fourthly, That fuch binds as I took occafionally from the large 
quantity I had put to foak, at the end of about fix weeks or two 
months, afforded filaments fufficiently fine and ftrong, for any pur- 

ofe. 
Ms Fifthly, that the time neceffary to reduce the inner fubitance of 
the Hop-binds to a fitnefs for ufe by maceration, will abfolutely de- 
cay the outer coat, as appears from thofe which have continued under 
water above a year. 

‘ My attempts and endeavours in this matter fall very fhort of the 
fuccefs and perfeétion hoped for by the Society, and myfelf, and al- 
low me no pretence for claiming the premium propofed. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient, humble Servant, 
H. Cooksey.’ 

Mecuanics. This clafs opens with an account of a very 
ingenious floating lamp, calculated to fave the lives of fuch per= 
fons as have the misfortune to fall overboard in the night. Fot 
this ufeful invention, Mr. W. Shipley of Maidftone was pre- 
fented with the Silver Medal by the Society, in 1776. We 
cannot help laying this defcription before our Readers, as it ts 
very fhort and curious; 

_* Itis propofed, in order to make this float ufeful, that it be every 
night under the care of thofe officers who are on the watch, and that 
its lamp be frequently trimmed and fupplied with freth oil and its 
fauff moiftened with oil of turpentine, that it may take fire with the 
leaft touch of a lamp or candle, and whenever the fhip is alarmed 
by any of the failors falling over-board in the night, the officer on 
watch may light the lamp in the lanthorn belonging to the float as 
expeditious as poflible, and let the float down by the {mall cord into 
the water, till it has floated about one fecond of time, and the float 
is a little way out of the perpendicular of the fmall cord; he.is then 
to faften the cord to the reel for the line, and tofs it over-board, 
which will fink down and pull the line almoft perpendicular, and 
thus it. will not be liable to.entangle the perfon when he fwims to 
the float, who, when he has got hold of the handles of it, may move 
it very fait which way he will, only by ftriking his legs in the fame 
manner as he does when he fwims; and as the light of the lamp 
will be 2 certain direétion for the perfon over-board to find the float, 
| T 2 : fo 
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fo it will alfo direé& them in the fhip to find the man and float; and 
when the fhip has tackt about, and is come to the float, then the 
following method is propofed to take up the man and float into the 
fhip, viz. the lanthorn with the rope-ladder may be let down from 
the end of a pole with acord and pulley, till the crofs bar below 
the lanthorn touches the water, which may be feen by them in the 
fhip by means of the light from the bottom of the lanthorn, and 
thus the man in the water may lay hold of the crofs bar and fix his 
feet on one of the fteps of the rope-ladder, and he may then lay 
hold of the iron-bale of the float with one hand, and hang it on the 
hook of the rope above the crofs bar, which being done, by the 
help of a pulley faftened to the end of a pole, the man and float 
may be both fafely lifted into the fhip *.” 

This paper is followed by a new certificate of the ufe of the 
Gun-hatpoon, from Mr. Halcrow, who received two guineas, 
offered as a premium, in 1783, for ftriking a whale with it. 

Then follows adefcription of a curious Crane for wharfs, 
with a plate. For this ufeful invention the Public are indebted 
to the ingenuity of Mr. John Braithwaite, who chofe the Gold 
Medal, in preference to twenty guineas, when he was allowed 
his choice of either reward. 

Next comes a fhort account of Mr. Marfhall’s fecret Efcut- 
cheon, for the fecurity of locks; and for which the Society voted 
him a bounty of ten guineas, February the 4th, 1784. The 
invention is curious and ufeful, and appears to merit the atten- 
tion of the Public, and the encouragement of this laudable 
Society. This narrative is alfo accompanied by a plate. 

The clafs of Mechanics concludes with a defcription of an 
improvement of latch locks, by Mr. Taylor of Petfworth, for 
which he receeived the Silver Medal. For this we mutt refer 
the curious Reader to the Tranfactions ; as we muft for the ab- 
ftract of the Proceedings of the Society, and the lift of the re- 
wards adjudged by them, in 1784, though they both deferve 
attention, as they fhew the advances which have been made in 
Agriculture, in the Polite Arts, in Manufactures, and in Me- 
chanics, owing to the liberal premiums offered by this Society 
in 1784. Thefe are followed by lifts of Prefents, of Models 
and Machines, received fince the publication of the laft volume, 
of the Officers and Chairmen of Committees, of Contributing 
and of Correfponding Members, 

The volume concludes with an account of the Premiums 
which are offered by the Society in 1785, of which we fhall 
give the particulars, for the fake of our curious Readers: 

AGRICULTURE. Premiums are offered for planting acorns, 
raifing oaks, fetting chefnuts, planting elms, larch, Hunting- 





* The complete apparatus may be examined at the Society, by 
any who with to conftru&t fuch a lamp. 
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don willow, alder, upland or red willow, afh, Lombardy or 
Po poplar, mixed timber trees, mulberry cuttings, and trees for 
ufe when expofed to the weather ;—for preferving acorns, chef- 
nuts, and feeds of other foreft trees; for planting boggy or mo- 
rafly foils; for afcertaining the fucceffion of the different roots 
of corn; for afcertaining the moft advantageous method of cul- 
tivating wheat; for planting beans, and fowing wheat; for ex- 
periments on turneps; green vegetable food ; for raifing turnep- 
rooted cabbage; for cultivating roots and herbage for feeding 
fheep and black cattle; for managing bees; for cultivating the 
true rhubarb; for producing the greateft quantity of rhubarb of 
Britifh growth ; for afcertaining the component parts of arable 
Jand; for improving land lying wafte ; for experiments*on mae 
nures; for afcertaining the beft courfe of crops on clay foil; for 
a courfe of crops on ftrong land ; for improving wafte moors ; 
for gaining land from the fea; fora drill plough tor horfe beans ; 
for 4 machine to anfwer the purpofe of reaping or mowing corn; 
for curing the fcab in fheep; and deftroying the grub of the 
cockchafer. 

The premiums in CHEMISTRY are offered for making kelp, 
and barilla; for preferving feeds uf vegetables, deftroying {moke 
in fteam engines, and furnaces; for making a fubfticute or pre- 
paration of yeaft; for increafing fteams ; for a method of com- 
paring fweets ; for preventing the dry rot in timber; and for 
difcovering a method of bronzing copper medals, equal to that 
practifed in France. 

The premiums for promoting the Potite Arts are offered 
for drawings by young noblemen and gentlemen; for drawings 
of ftatucs; for drawings of outlines; for drawings after pic- 
tures; for drawings of machines, beafts, birds, fruit, flowers, 
plants, landfcapes, and hiftorical drawings. Premiums are alfo 
offered to the mafters of academies, to encourage the writing 
and the {peaking of Latin; and for teaching the German, Spa- 
nifh and Italian languages. We have in our review of the firft 
volume of thefe Tranfactions given our opinion with refpeét to 
the propriety of propofing this reward ; and we fancy that of the 
Public coincides with ours, as it does not appear, that the pre- 
mium has ever been claimed. 

In MANUFACTURES the premiums are offered for making 
filk ; for a machine for carding filk; for weaving filhing nets ; 
for paper for copper plates ; and for making a cloth from hop- 
{talks ; which, it feems, by the accounts received by the So- 
ciety, is conftantly prepared in Sweden. 

In Mecuanics, they are offered for making a tranfit inftru- 
ment; for taking whales with the gun-harpoon ; for improve- 
ments on that inftrument, and the harpoons thrown from it; 
for a machine for tranfporting timber ; for improving the hand 
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ventilator; for an engine for working looms; for wharf Cranes¢ 
and for a machine for clearing rivers. 

The premiums offered for the advantage of the Britifh Colo. 
nies are for the articks of nutmegs; the bread-fruit tree; oil 
from cotton feed ; fpirit from the pulp of the coffee berry, and 
fenna. 

The general conditions conclude the volume, in which, as in 
the two former, the Readers will find entertainment and in- 
ftruction ; and while they commend the judgment and liberality 
of the Society in the premiums, which they offer, they cannot 
but beflow fome portion of praife on the arrangement and choice 
of the Papers which they have publifhed. 

WN. B. A gocd head of Lord Romney, the Prefident of the 
Society, engraved by Mr. Charles Sherwin, from a painting by 
Sir J. fhua Reynolds, is prefixed by way of frontifpiece to the 
volume, B 


Art. VII. The Hifory of New Hampfrire. Vol. 1. Comprehend- 
ing the Events of one complete Century, from the firft Difcovery 
of the River Pafcataqua. By Jeremy Belknap, A.M. Member of 
the American Philofophical Society at Philadelphia, for promot- 
ing ufeful Knowledge. 8vo. 5s. 3d. boards. Philadelphia printed, 
Sold in London by Longman. 1784. 


NE proof of the confiderable progrefs making towards pe- 
neral improvement in the new empire of America, is, the 
employment afforded there for the printing prefles, which, 
as we are informed, are brifkly kept in motion throughout the 
feveral ftates, notwithftanding the fcareity of money, and the 
yet unfettled condition of their public concerns, 

Among other American literary produ@ions, of a recent date, 
our prefent attention is engaged by this firft volume of an hiftory 
of one of the New England provinces; a work which appears, 
from the fpecimen before us, to be drawn up with judgment, 
candour, and good fenfe.—In the Preface, the Author, enume- 
rating the various materials of which he hath made ufe in this 
compilation, {peaks thus of himfelf, and of his motives for this 
undertaking: 

‘ The compiler of this hiftory was early impelled by his natural 
curiolity to enquire into the origina! fettlement, progrefs, and im- 
omen cae of the country which gave him birth. When he took up 

is refidence in New Hamphhire his enquiries were more particularly 
directed to that part of it. Having met with fome valuable manu- 
{cripts which were but little known, he began to extraét and metho- 
dize the principal things in them; and this employment was (to 
{peak in the flyle of a celebrated modern author) his ‘* hobby-horfe.” 

Mr. Belknap farther informs us, that 

* The late accurate and indefatigable Mr. Prince of Bofton (under 
whofe miniftry the Author was educated, and whofe memory - fhall 
7 always 




































always revere) began fuch a collection in his youth, and continued it 

for above fifty years. By his will he left it to the care of the Old South 

Church, of which he was paftor, and it was depofited, with a library 

of ancient books, in an apartment of their meeting-houfe. To this 

colleétion, the Public are obliged for fome material hints in the pre- 
fent work, the Author having had frequent accefs to that library 
before the commencement of the late war. But the ufe which the 
Britith troops in 1775 made of that elegant building having proved 
fatal to this noble collection of manufcripts ; the friends of icience 
and of America muft deplore the irretrievable lofs. Had we fuf- 
fered it by the hands of Saracens, the grief had been lefs poignant !” 
The hiftorical collections to which our Author acknowledges 
himfelf obliged for affiftance, are thofe of Neale, Douglas, Hub- 
bard, Mather, and Penhallow; the productions of the laft three 
relate chiefly to the Indian wars; and their narratives have been 
compared with ancient [what an American deems ancient with 
reference to that country] manufcripts, and with Charlevoix’s 
Hiftory of New France. He juftly remarks, that, though the 
particular incidents of thefe wars may be tedious to ftrangers, 
yet they will be read with avidity by the defcendants of thofe 
whofe misfortunes and bravery were fo confpicuous.x—He farther 
obferves, that he has had it in view, not * barely to relate facts,’ 
but ‘to delineate the characters, the paffions, the interefts, and 
tempers’ of the perfons who are the fubjects of his narration, 
and to defcribe * the moft ftriking features of the times in which 
they lived.” In executing this part of his defign, we think he 
has manifefted great candour and moderation. : 

Mr. Belknap’s * general view’ of the horrors which ufually 
accompanied the feveral North American Indian wars, during 
the period comprehended in the prefent volume, may be given 
as a {pecimen of his ftyle, &c. from which the Reader will, in 
fome degree, be enabled to conceive what extraordinery difficul- 
ties, diftrefles, and difcouragements, the firft fettlers of that in- 
hofpitable region had to encounter; and from which, indeed, 
thofe fettlements are not, even yet, entirely freed, 

* The Indians were feldom or never feen before they did execu- 
tion. They appeared not in the open field, nor gave proofs of a 
truly mafculine courage; but did their exploits by furprife, chiefly 
in the morning, keeping themfelves hid behind logs and bushes, 
near the paths in the woods, or the fences contiguous to the doors 
of houfes; and their lurking holes could be known only by the re- 
port of their guns, which was indeed but feeble, as they were {paring 
of ammunition, and as near as poffible to their object before they 
fired. They rarely affaulted an houfe unlefs they knew there would 
be but little refiftance, and it has been afterward known that they 
have lain in ambufh for days together, watching the motions of the 
people at their work, without daring to difcover themfelves. One 
of their chiefs, who had got a woman’s riding-hood among his plun- 
der, would put it on, in an evening, and walk into the ftreets of 

T 4 ~ Portfmouth, 





Belknap’s Hifory of New Hamp/fiire. 279 














































- ee  — - 





280 Belknap’s Hiflory of New Hampfhire: 


Portfmouth, looking into the windows of houfes and liftening to the 
converfation of the people. 

‘ Their cruelty was chiefly exercifed upon children, and fuch 
aged, infirm, or corpulent perfons as could not bear the hardfhips 
of a jcurney through the wildernefs. If they took a woman far ad. 
vanced in pregnancy, thcir knives were plunged into her bowels, 
An infant when it became troublefome had its brains dafhed out 
againft the next tree or ftone. Sometimes, to torment the wretched 
mother, they would whip and beat the child till almoft dead, or hold 
it under water till its breath was juft gone, and then throw it tother 
to comfort and quiet it. If the mother could not readily ftill its 
weeping, the hatchet was buried in its fkull. A captive, wearied 
with his burden laid on his fhoulders, was often fent to reft the fame 
way. If any one proved refra¢tory, or was known to have been in. 
ftrumental of the death of an Indian, or related to one who had 
been fo, he was tortured with a lingering punifhment, generally at 
the ftake, while the other captives were infulted with the fight of 
his miferices. Sometimes a fire would be kindled and a threatening 
given out againft one or more, though there was no intention of 
facrificing them, only to make fport of their terrors. The young 
Indians often fignalized their cruelty in treating captives inbumanely 
out of fight of the elder, and when inquiry was made into the mat- 
ter, the infulted captive mufi either be filent, or put the beft face 
On it, to prevent worfe treatment for the future. If a captive ap- 
peared fad and dejected he was fure to meet with infult; but if he 
could fing and dance and laugh with his mafters, he was careffed as 
a brother,’ 

On the other hand, however, our Author’s candour obliges 
him to do juftice to the virtues of thefe favages: for virtues they 
certainly poffefs, and thus our hiftorian fpeaks of them : 

‘ It muit be acknowledged,’ fays he, ‘ that there have been in- 
ftances of juftice, generofity and tendernefs during thefe wars, which 
would have done honour to a civilized people. A kindnefs fhewn 
to an indian was remembered as long as an injury; and perfons 
have had their lives {pared for acts of humanity done to the anceltors 
of thofe Indians into whofe hands they have fallen. ‘* ‘Il hey would 
fometimes carry children on their arms and fhoulders, feed their pri- 
foners with the belt of their provifion, and pinch themfelves rather 
than their captives fhould want food.”” When fick or wounded they 
would afford them proper means for their recovery, which they were 
very well able to do by their knowledge of fimples. In thus pre- 
ferving the lives and health of their prifoners, they doubtlefs had 4 
view of gain, But the moft remarkably favourable circumftance in 
an Indian captyity, was their decent behaviour to women. I have 
never read, nor heard, nor could find by enquiry, that any woman 
who fell into their hands was ever treated with the leait immodetty ; 
but telt:monies to the contrary are very frequent. Whether this ne- 
gative virtue is to be afcribed to a natural frigidity of conftitution, 
et philofophers enquire: the fact is certain ; and it was a moft happy 
circumftance for our female captives, that in the midft of all their 
difrefles, they had no reafon to fear from a favage foe, the perpe- 
tration of a crime, which has too frequently difgraced not yaa! - 
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erfonal but the national character of thofe who make large pre- 
rences to Civilization and humanity.’ ; 

In proof of this account of the occafional manifeftation of 
humanity in thefe favages, feveral remarkable in‘tances are given 
in the notes: to which we refer our Readers. 

Mr. Belknap, in this volume, brings his hiftory down to the 
tranfactions of the year 1715.—In the Appendix, we find a nume 
ber of records with other papers of a public nature ; and, among 
them, fome curious letters from an Indian Sachem (who had 
acquired a little Englifh) to Governor Mafon, With one of 
thefe, as a {pecimen, we fhal! conclude the prefent article. 

¢ Honour Gouernor my Friend, May 15th, 1685. 

¢ You my friend I defire your worfhip and your power, becaufe I 
hope you can do fom great matters this one. 1] am poor and naked 
and I have no men.at my place becaufe I afraid allwayes Mohogs he 
wil! kill me every day and night. If your worfhip when pleafe pray 
help me- you no let Mohogs kill me at my place at Malamake river 
called Panukkeg and Nattukkog. I will fubmit your worfhip and 
your power. And now I want pouder and fuch alminifhon, fhatt 
and guns, becaufe I have forth at my hom and I plant theare. 

This all Indian hand, but pray you do confider your humble 


fervant, JOHN HOGKINS. 
Simon Detogkom, Peter > Robin, 
Jofeph x Trafke, Mr. Jorge X Roddunnonukgus, 
King |» Hary, | Mr. Hope X Hoth, 
Sam |  Linis, John x Tonch, 
Wapeguanat |» Saguachuwafhat, John a Canowa, 
Oid Robin |p, John x Owamofimmin, 
Mamanofgues 3 Andra, Natonill + Indian.’ 





ArT. IX. The Hiftory of the Englifo Law, from the Saxons, to the 
End of the Reign of Henry the Seventh. By John Reeves, Efq; 
Barrifter at Law. 4to. 2 Vols. 21. 2s. boards. Brooke. 1784. 


“HE fecond volume of this laborious work having now 

made its appearance, we are enabled to form a more fatif- 

factory eftimate of its nature, utility, and extent, than we felt it 
in our power to do, on the publication of the firft volume. 

We confefs that we were under fome degree of apprehenfion 
for the learned Author, when we contemplated the wide field of 
enquiry that lay before him; in which a mind impreffed with 
the love of legal refearches might expatiate without limit or 
controul. 

A hiftery of the Englifh Law feemed naturally to compre- 
hend, not only what che law is, but all that it once had been ; 
a tafk which, without common-place obfervations on the variety 
and intricacy of our laws, would, literally, prove a labour with- 
out end. 

In fele&tinz, therefore, the ufeful parts from the unimportant, 
and what tends to throw light on the prefent ftate of our jurif- 
prudence, 
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prudence, from the rubbifh that deferves to be overlooked and 
forgotten, much muft be Jeft to the writer’s judgment and dif. 
cretion. 

The plan on which Mr. Reeves hath purfued this under. 
taking, is recited in his *‘ Dedicatory Preface’ to the firft volume; 


which is addreffed to Lord Thurlow, as the proper patron of an 
endeavour Jike the prefent, to add to our ftock of profeffional 
knowledge. 

* The plan on which I have purfued this attempt, is wholly new, 
¥ found that modern writers, in difcourfing of the ancient law, were 
too apt to fpeak in modern terms, and always with a reference to 
fome modern ufage. Hence it followed, that what they adduced 
was ftrangely diftorted and mifreprefented, with a view of difplay- 
ing, and accounting for, certain coincidences in the law at different 
times. As this produced very great miftakes, it appeared to me, 
that, in order to have a right conception of our old jurifprudence, it 
would be neceffary to forget for a while every alteration which has 
been made fince, to enter upon it with a mind wholly unprejudiced, 
and perufe it with the fame attention that is beftowed on a fyftem of 
modern law. ‘The law of the time would then be learnt in the lan. 
guage of the time, untin€tured with new opinions ; and when that 
was clearly underftood, the alterations made therein in fubfequent 
periods might be deduced, and exhibited tothe mind of a modern 
seader in as fimple and intelligible a form, as.they were to perfons 
who lived in thofe feveral periods, Further, if our ftatutes, and the 
interpretation of them, with the changes that have happened in the 
maxims, rules, and doétrines of the law, were related in the order 
wm which they feverally took place, fuch a hiftory, from the begin- 
ming of our oldeft memorials down to the prefent time, would con- 
vey to the reader a tolerably juft and complete account of our whole 
Faw as it ftands at this day, with that advantage which an arrange- 
ment conformable with the mature of the fubject, enjoys over one 
that is merely artifcial. 
© The following volume is written upon this idea; and being in 
that light ais introductory work, I truft it will be as intelligible to a 
perfon unacquainted with law-books, as to a profeffional man. It 
was with this view that I have confined myfelf to a fimple narrative, 
with very few allufions to what the law became in its fubfequent 

riods, leaving that to be mentioned in its proper place. Many 
inferences and difcuffions which feem to be fuggefted by our ancient 
Jaws, have not entirely efcaped me ; but are referved for a place to 
which, agreeably to the plan of this Hiltory, I thought them better 
adapted. Every one who looks into our old law, feels a ftrong pro- 

nfity for remarking on the changes that have been fince made; 
but when the feveral fteps which led to thofe changes are traced ina 
continued narrative down to the prefent time, fuch obfervations 
would be premature, unneceffary, and irkfome,’ 

To this plan Mr, Reeves has adhered, through the whole of 
the firft and the greateft part of the fecond volume; toward the 
clofe of which he exhibits a fpecimen of a different, and what 


will be thought by fome, a better method of conducting an a 
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of the Englith Law. It appears, in fact, that the Satter part of 
this work was prepared for the prefs before the other, and ig 
written in a fhorter and more pointed manner. 

The admirers of Sir William Blackftone cannot fail to re- 
member the excellent fketch given by him of the rife, progrefs, 
and gradual improvements of the Laws of England contained in 
the laft chapter of his Commentaries *, In that chapter he has 
drawn a mafterly outline of an Englifh juridical hiftory, by 
taking a chronological view of the ftate of our Laws and their 
fucceflive mutations at different periods. ‘The prefent under- 
taking is on the fame plan, much enlarged; and indeed we 
know not any book on the ftudy of our Municipal Laws that 
can with more advantage be put into the hands of a ftudent, im- 
mediately after the perufal of the works of the fame admirable 
writer. 

We obferve with regret, that Mr. Reeves fhould have had 
reafon to complain, that, for want of due encouragement, this 
Hiftory of the Law was near failing in his hands; and we hope 
the notice that has been taken of him by the great lawyer +, to 
whom the fecond volume is addrefled, will have the effet which 
he gives us ground to hope it will, of infpiring him with new 
zeal, and induce him to continue his hiftory to later times. T 





Art. X. Philofophical Rhapfodies: Fragments of Akbur of Betlis. 
Containing Reflections on the Laws, Manners, Cuftoms, and Re- 
ligions of certain Afiatic, Afric, and European Nations. 8vo. 
3 Vols. 15s. Becket. 1785. 


HE Philofophical Rhapfodies, though faid to be written by 
ZL anative of Affyria, are much more deeply tinétured with 
European than Oriental philofophy. Their Author f, probably 
with a view of enjoying a greater degree of eafe and freedom 
under a fictitious character, has, we conjecture, thought proper 
to difclaim his own offspring, and contented himfelf with the 
humbler title of Editor. The deception, however, is at leaft 
innocent, and we forbear to ftrip off the mafk. On the con- 
trary, we will endeavour to afcertain the real merits of the pre- 
fent publication, without regard to perfons or countries; and 
relying with the moft implicit confidence on the veracity of the 
Editor, proceed to the examination of the work before us, as 
the genuine production of Akbur of Betlis. 
The enquiries of our philofopher are ftretched through a wide 
extent. The various manners, laws, cuftoms, and religions of 
mankind are the profefled fubjeGs of his inveftigation ; and in 
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the purfuit of thefe important objects he has vifited, in * jdeg 
at Jeaft, almoft every country which has excited the curiofity of 
the prefent, or engaged the admiration of paft ages. Free from 
thoie reftraints and incumbrances which retard the progrefs of 
the actual traveller, he tranfports us, in a moment, from the 
banks of the Thames to the fhores of the Ganges, and paffes, by 
a rapid tranfition, from the degenerate fons of modern Europe, 
to the illuftrious heroes of ancient Greece and Rome. We have 
accompanied our Author with pleafure in thefe ideal excurfions, 
and have found him, in general, an entertaining and inftru@tive 
companion, On fubjeéts, however, which have been fo often 
@ifcufled, and fo often exhaufted, novelty of expreffion and ar- 
sangement is, perhaps, all that can ~ith reafon be expected: 
and, in both thefe refpects, we think Akbur. has happily 
fucceeded. His work, thrown into the form of lively narra- 
tive, and occafionally interfperfed with hiftorical and private 
anecdotes, is free from the dull formality of fyftem, and thus 
gains in variety what it lofes in precifion: and his obferva- 
tions, if not always original in themfelves, affume, under his 
hands at Jeaft, the appearance of originality. His remarks on 
the manners and cuftoms of the different nations which he re- 
views, are always the refult of good fenfe, and frequently of 
dep and accurate obfervation. In tracing the numerous and 
irreconcileable varieties of opinion which prevail amongft man- 
kind, he difcovers a tendernefs, which, though feldom felt, ts 
undoubtedly due from one frail and imperfect creature to the 
fincere, though ill-grounded prejudices of another. In viewing 
the almoft infinitely diverfified forms of religion, which claim 
the reverence, and influence the belief of the different mations 
of the globe, be manifefts a moderation, and liberality of fenti- 
ment, which would be juftly entitled to our warmeft commenda- 
tion, did not that moderation fometimes degenerate into indif- 
ference; and that liberality into a licentioufnefs of thought and 
expreffion, which may prove injurious to all religion. 

The enemies of Revelation feem, indeed, of late, to have 
adopted a new mode of attack. Inftead of openly declaring hof- 
tilities, like their more manly and ingenuous predeceffors; they 
rather chufe to fight under the borrowed mafk of friendfhip, and 
thus betray the caufe which they profefs to defend. Inftead of 
ftating their objections with opennefs and candour, inftead of 
oppeiing fair and folid argument to the leading doétrines and 
evidences of Chriftianity, they rather aim at warping the minds 
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* His perfonal acquaintance with the Eaft Indies, we underftand, 
isa reality: See his Letter to the DireGers of the Eaft India Company, 


and his Analyfis of the Political Hiftory of India; both printed for 
Becket. : 


of 






































? 

















Philofophical Rhapfodies. 


of the unwary by difguifed ridicule, and fly infinuation. Hence 
it isy that we frequently find works, apparently unconneéted with 
the awful fubjects of religion, abounding in fuggeftions emi- 
nently unfriendly to its interefts, and obferve hiftories and tra- 
yels made the fallacious vehicles of f{cepticifm and infidelity. 
We can applaud the fincerity, whilft we pity the errors, of the 
man who propofes his doubts, or his objections, to the Public with 
candour and ingenuoufnefs ; but furely, a conduct fo treacherous 
{o illiberal as this, deferves our fevereft reprobation ! 

We are far, however, from intending to apply the full force 
of thefe remarks to the work before us, or to place its Author in 
that difhonourable and dangerous clafs of men whom we have 
been defcribing: we rather hope, that the few objectionable paf- 
fages, or expreflions, to which we have alluded, proceeded more 
from a fafhionable, perhaps a conftitutional levity, than from 
vany ferious and habitual principle. At the fame time, we can- 
not but fincerely Jament the fmalleft tendency of this kind ina 
writer, who has fhewn himfelf in other refpeéts a candid and 
rational enquirer, and whofe work is, under this exception only, 
extremely well calculated to afford agreeable and innocent 
amufement, as well as to diffufe gencral and ufeful information. 

After fome preliminary obfervations on the manner in which 
the earth was originally peopled, on the origin and progrefs of 
fociety, languages, &c. Akbur proceeds to take a view of the 
manners, cuftoms, hiftory, and religion of various nations. The 
rude inhabitants of the vaft and extenfive regions of Tartary firtt 
prefent themfelves to his obfervation. ‘The wandering and un- 
fettled life of the generality of the Tartar nations has, perhaps, 
been the caufe of their preferving, even to this day, with little 
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‘diminution or intermixture, the fimplicity of patriarchal man- 


ners, But in fo vait an extent of country, it is natural to fup- 


-pofe, that different laws and regulations muft fubfift in the dif- 


ferent hordes; and though a general fimilarity prevails among 
all the inhabitants, yet very ftriking variations, in fome parti- 
culars, of their difpofitions, manners and cuftoms, are obfery- 
able, as we approach to, or recede from more civilized nations. 
Akbur contents himfelf with giving a general account; and 
thence pafles on to China, and its inhabitants. 

On many of the laws and cuftoms of this extraordinary people 
he expatiates at large, with a great deal of good fenfe as well as 
good nature; but as it is impoffible for us to trace him through 
every part of fo wide a held, we fhall content ourfelves with 
giving the following extra@, which appears to us to convey fa- 
vourable, and at the fame time very juft ideas of the Chinefe 
character: 

‘ Provident and careful, the attention of the Chinefe to the culti- 
vation of their land is, as we have already mentioned, prodigious ; 
ha 
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no contempt is thrown upon the peafant or the hufbandmans ng 
difcouraging fupremacy is arrogated by the pampered, luxurious 
citizen, over the honeft labourer of the field, who cheerfully fin 

as he fcatters bleffings for the human race. In a word, agriculture 
is encouraged and honoured, as the firft and moft natural occupation 


of man. 
« But, from the fields, when the means of fubfiftence are provided, 


turn but your eyes to the crowded towns and villages, which in 
fmiling comfort and affluence cover the face of the empire: look to 
the manufaétures of thefe towns ; obferve the ftupendous canals, 
which, at an immenfe expence, have been carried through the em- 
pire, for the purpofe of internal trade ; mark the patience and uni- 
verfal induftry which pervades the general charatter: thefe are the 
points of view in which the Chinefe muft be taken. Let them be 
thus viewed, and they will be found rightfully to poffefs that eftima- 
tion, which will ever infure the refpect and the trueft veneration of 
unprejudiced men.’ 

Leaving China and its inhabitants, Akbur proceeds to Japan, 
and from thence to Tonquin; which, though now independent, 
formerly compofed a part of the extenfive empire of China. 
Concerning Tonquin, as it lies remote from the general track 
of European navigators, little fatisfactory information feems to 
have been yet obtained. From the prevalence, however, of the 
feudal form of government, with all its appendages, Tonquin 
feems, in this refpect at leaft, to exhibit a ftriking reprefentation 
of the ftate of fociety in Europe a few centuries ago; when the 
great bulk of the people, under the preflure of the double ty- 
ranny of their kings and their nobles, were plunged into a 
ftate of vaflalage, degrading and pernicious to human nature. 
We cannot quit this people, without quoting our Author’s ani- 
mated defcription of a very extraordinary cuftom, which though 
founded in fuperftition, feems yet capable of producing great 
and beneficial effeéts : 

« At the commencement of every year, a folemn feftival is held, 
in a plain adjacent to the capital of Tonquin, at which the king and 
all the nobles of his court attend. Scattered up and down this plain 
are temporary altars, on which are infcribed the names of the war- 
riors and other great characters to whofe memories they are dedicated. 
For feveral fucceflive days, thefe altars are adorned with all the 
{plendor of religious pomp, while conftant facrifices are pioufly of- 
fered on them. The hour then comes when the gratitude of the 
people manifefts itfelf in awfully commemorating the aéts of their 
benefactors, their wifdom, and their labours. ‘This ended, the fo- 
vereign approaches the altars with the utmoft humility and refpect. 
At each he makes a ftand; recounts the actions of the hero, or the 
ftatefman who is fuppofed to fleep beneath it; from former deeds. 
draws emulative conclufions ; recommends their toils as examples 
worthy of imitation; bleffes their memories; and then joins in 
prayer and fupplication to the gods who prefide over merit, and who 
reward the exertions of the patriot and the good citizen.’ 
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The learned Reader, on perufing this paflage, will perhaps 
trace fome little degree of fimilarity between the annual honours 
thus paid by the Tonquinefe to their departed heroes, and the 
rites which Virgil reprefents AZneas as performing in remem- 


brance of his deceafed father Anchifes *, 
Having taken his departure from Tonquin, Akbur ftops fora 


moment in Cochin China. He then entertains us with a dif- 
fertation on a very common but remarkable inhabitant of this 
part of the Eaft, the Ouran-Oxtang. We are not inclined to 
follow our Author in thefe difquifitions ; on the contrary, what 
place in the fyftem of animated nature is to be affigned to the 
Ouran-Outang, whether it is to be clafled amongft the monkey 
tribes, or to be confidered as a part of the human race, though 
in a degraded and degenerate ftate, are points which we leave to 
be fettled between Akbur and Lord Monboddo, as they hhall 
think proper. 

Our philofopher clofes the firft volume of his work with an 
account of the laws, manners, and religion of the Malays, He 
thinks it not improbable that Achin, a port fituated on the 
north-weft extremity of the ifland, is the Ophir of Solomon. 
Thus much, he fays, at leaft, is certain, that a mountain im- 
mediately in fight of the harbour of Achin, down whofe fides 
the chief part of the gold that is collected there is wafhed, is 
called by the natives Opsir: but whether they learned the word 
Ophir from the Tyrians, or the Europeans, who refided for- 
merly amongft them, or whether it be the proper name of the 
mountain, he does not take upon him to determine. 

The fecond volume opens with an account of Hindoftan, 
The Chinefe, we know, boaft of an antiquity too remote to be 
admitted by European philofophers ; but the claims of the Hin- 





© « Annuus exadis completur menfibus orbis ; 
Ex quo reliquias divinique offa parentis 
Condidimus terra, mafiafque facravimus aras. 
Jamque dies, ni fallor, adeft ; quem Jemper acerbum, 
Semper honoratum (fic Dii woluifiis) habebo. 
Hune ego Getulis agerem fi fyrtibus exul, 
Argolicove mari deprenfus, et urbe Mycene ; 
Annua vota tamen, Jolemne/que ordine pompas 
Excquerer 5 firueremque Juis altaria donis.” 

ZEn. V. 1. 46. 
And again, 1. 75. 

*© Tle é concilio multis cum millibus ibat 
Ad tumulum, magna medius comitante caterva. 
Hic duo rite mero libans carchefia Baccho 
Fundit humi, duo lace novo, duo fanguine facro: 
Purpureo/que jacit flores, ac talia fatur: 
Salve, fanéie parenus : iterum falvete, recep.’ 
Neguicquam cinerss.” 
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doos are ftill more wild and romantic ; and Akbur, we think, 
contrary to his ufual good fenfe, betrays too great a readinefs to 
admit their extravagant pretenfions. 

‘ The age of the Hindoo nation,’ he tells us, ‘ is incontrovertib] 
very great. A hiftory at this day even exifts, complete in all its 
parts, which was compofed upwards of 2000 years before the comin 
of the Meffiah, and which treats of the foreign and domettic regula- 
tions of the government of Hindoitan for feveral millions of yeags 
preceding: and, what is more remarkable, it was declaredly com- 
piled for the purpofe of inveitigating the creation and progrefs’ of 
man. Nor is this efteemed a record of any great antiquity. They 
have other annals, they fay, of a much older date.’ 


The learned and ingenious tranflator of the code of Gentoo 
laws, in page 43 of his Preface to that work, has thought proper 
to inform the world, that ‘* Rajah Prichutt is known to have 
lived at the beginning of the Collee-jogue (that is, near 5000 
years ago), and to have ordered a learned Bramin, called Skukeh 

iew, to write a hiftory of India through the preceding Jogues, 
that is, through the immenfe fpace of more than feven millions 
of years, with the fucceflions of the Rajahs, and the durations 
of their reigns.” Probably this may be the work to which Ak- 
bur refers: if it be not the fame, however, it is at leaft as old, 
and, we will venture to affert, as authentic, as the boafted hif- 
tory to which he alludes, But furely, to aflertions thus peremp- 
tory and unqualified, it is eafy, and it is not unreafonable, to 
oppofe peremptory and unqualified denial. Inftead, however, 
of being guilty of fuch incivility, we will rather admire the fin- 
gular modefty of our hiftorian, in confining his work within 
fuch narrow bounds; for we have no doubt but that he could, 
with almoft equa! eafe, and certainly. with equal accuracy, have 
compofed the annals of feventy millions of years, as thofe of 
feven, | } 

Indeed the Hindoo chronology, which has of late been often 
perverfely and abfurdly held up in oppofition to the more con- 


fiftent and probable fyftem of Mofes, refts folely on confident’ 


affertions, founded on no authority, and fupported by no proof. 
If to fuch an hypothefis it.were neceflary to oppofe even the 
fhadow of an argument, we might properly urge its abfolute in- 
confiftence with the actual ftate of mankind, and the flow but 
gradual progrefs of human knowledge and refinement. 
Lucretius, in arguing againft the fuppofition of the world’s 
eternity, afks, in the true {pirit of philofophy, as well as of -poe- 
try, whence it happened, that no hiftory, with which he was 
acquainted at leaft, extended farther back than to the Theban 
war, and the deftruGtion of Troy: ' 
‘¢ Preterea, fi nulla fuit genitalis origo 
Terrai et cceli, femperque zterna fuere, 
Cur fupera bellum Thebanum, e¢ funera Troje, 
4 Nor 
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Non alias alii quoque res cecinere potte? | 
Quo tot facta viriim toties cecidere; nec ufquam 
Aternis fame monumentis infita florent?” 


Lib. V. 1.330, 

The fame argument, with fome little diftinQions, applies 
with equal force in the prefent inftance. Of the antediluvian 
world not even the fmalleft account remains, except what has 
been preferved in the Bible. Even the hiftory of Egypt, a 
country defervediy celebrated for its antiquity and its learnings 
was involved in all the obfcurity of fable fo early as in the days 
of Herodotus, upwards of 400 years before the birth of Chrift. 
While fuch then has been inconteftably the fate of the other 
nations of the globe, it fcems utterly inconceivable that the 
Gentoos, apparently poflefled of no peculiar advantages for the 

refervation of their records, fhould have been able to maintain 
their hiftory perfe&t and uncorrupted through a period beyond 
all comparifon greater. 

The Hindoos feem to have engaged a more than ordinary 
fhare of Akbur’s attention. His defcription of their manners, 
laws, and religion, difplay in general that exact kind of know- 
ledge which is moft fatisfactory to the curious Reader, and 
which could only have been obtained by aétual refidence among 
them. His reflections in particular on fome of the cuftoms of 
this extraordinary people, are fuch as do the higheft honour to 
his fenfibility. “Two of thefe cuftoms, though generally known 
to the European world, are yet fo remarkable, that they muft not © 
be entirely pafled over in this place; and we doubt not but our 
Readers will heartily join with the Author in lamenting the horrid 
effects of that fuperftition on which they are founded. 

The element of water, it feems, is regarded by the Hindoos 
with the moft extravagant veneration. * The moft extraordinary 
inftance, however, of fenfelefs fuperftition,’ fays our Author, ‘ in 
the Hindoos, relative to this element, is in that monftrous, that in- 
human cultom, of expofing their fick by the fides of rivers, there to 
die. It is not uncommon for them even to ftuff the mouths and 
noftrils of the difeafed with the mud of the banks, (Hindoo extreme 
un¢tion!) that a f{peedier period may be put to their exiftence. Bue 
can any thing be more barbarous? Conceive an aged, or an infirm 
being, borne down to low-water mark on a pallet, probably not be- 
reft of fenfe or reafon, and there left to be wathed away by the re- 
turn of the tide, or to be deftroyed by the firft ravenous crogodile or 
tyger! Think not I here exaggerate. The fact is inconteftable. [I 
have known inftances of it myfelf. Nay, a very few years only 
have elapfed fince an opulent, and a moft reputable Hindoo, at the 
Englith fetrlement of Calcutta in Bengal, was twice refcued from 
the jaws. of death by a gentleman who was his friend, and who 
forcibly dragged him from his relations, who, at his own exprefs 
command, had carried him on his funeral bier, and had ftretched 
him out, to await an inevitable death on the shores of the Ganges !” 

Riv, O&, 1785. U The 
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The other Guffom to which we alluded, is. founded. on that 
inhuman ipjunétion, in the Gentoo code, which makes it the 
duty of the wife voluntarily to devote herielf to death on the 
pile which confumes the afhes of her dead hufband. Ona fyb. 
je&t fo difgraceful to humanity in general, and to the Hindog 


charaGer in particular, Akbur thus feelingly exprefles himfelf; 


Convinced then, as from, thefe circumftances we muft be, that 
even. in the lat act of nature, unhappy woman is in the moft cruel 
manner tyrannized over by thefe, in the prefent inftance, bloody 
children of Moloch; and that if the pra€tice has fallen into difufe, 
it "has been occafioned by Mohammedan and Chriftian interference, 
I thall pafs fron the infernal fentence, and, with an aching heart, 
will tranfcribe for you the accounts given us by eye-witnefles of the 
dreadful ceremony of the execution. As foon as the hofband is 
dead, the wife: fhuts herfelf up to bemoan his lofs ; cuts off her hair, 
and difrobes herfelf of all the jewels her-hufband had given her at 
their marriage. There fhe continues till the day of her diffolution 
arrives: fhe then decks herfelf in her gayeft ornaments, following 
the body of her hufband, while the Brahmins and {petators chaunt 
forth fongs of immortal glory to her, till they come to the river or 
refervoir of water where the corps is to be wafhed. At this place the 
retires with her female relations, amongft whom are her mother and 
fifters (if fhe has any), and fome Brahmins, with whom fhe prays. 
She then takes off her bracelets, ear-rings, and other jewels, and diftri- 
butes them as dying teftimonials of affeaion. This being done, and 


the pile ready, fhe, with a fteady and majeftic countenance, walks — 


three times round the pile, the Brahmins reading felect parts of the 
Shaafta to her. She then takes leave of her parents, companions, 
and‘friends ; and, having received a lighted wicker of cotton in her 
band, the bleffes the Brahmins and others, who fall at her feet, and 
retire weeping. Then afcending the pile, fhe ftops and makes a 
profound reverence at the feet of the deceafed, and thence walking 
to his head, fhe feats herfelf down in a little wicker fhed, and, in 
filent meditation, dwells upon his countenance. ‘This done, the 
fets fire. to the pile herfelf, and, in the midft of noife and clamour, 
purpofely continued, to prevent her fhrieks from being heard, fhe. 
remains immoveable, Hill furrounded with the flames, she is. fuffo- 
cated and confumed ; her parents, friends, and Brahmins, conftantly 
replenifhing the fire with pots of oi! and other combuftibles. 


‘ Other women_ bury themfelves alive with their hufbands. In_ 


fhort, women have been known to dafh their brains out againft walls, 
or otherways to deftroy themfelves, when prevented from this me- 
lancholy trial of their fortitude. Shall I proceed? Your tears, my 
fair readers, tell me, Let the veil drop here.’ | re 
Extraordinary as this cufiom may appear, we yet find from 
authers of undoubted credit, that it obtained even in ages of re- 
mote antiquity. Strabo informs us, that it prevailed among 
the people of Cathay. “Idsov dt rad Kabédh x) isoptilas rito—Te 
cuynclaxsiecbas rebvewos ross avdpaios TAS yuaixas. He then 
afligus the reafon on which it was {id to be founded, but con- 
8 fefles 
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felles at the fame time, that it appeared to hitteefatisfactory— 


bri Epworous MOTE TwY EW apisarle Twy avdp wv, y Pupuancvorsy avies* 

yonoV Ly Sicbas fiver, ws Mavoouivns THe Papuaneias’ ¥ m avs 

piv Ty 0 006, ¥ 5 airia Atyeras. Lib. xv. p. 1024, edit. 
mit, ; 

+ Diodorus Siculus afcribes the fame cuftom to this people, and 

‘ves the fame reafon for its prevalence, with this difference 
only, that he fuppofes it to have owed its origin to fome parti- 
cular fat—rrapa dt TeroIS vopspnov Hv TAS puvacinas ois avdpacs 
qvynaranaiecbas eto 0 Exvpwbn ro Wyua wapa ross Bag iapos 
Dia mice yuvarea Dorp og civerscay tév avdpa. Lib. xvii. p. 23% 
Vol. II. edit. Wefleling. | 

The fame author afterwards, fpeaking of the natives of India, 
fays—vop.cv EVerav omrws Svynclaxaiwi los Tog TereAeuTNKECL av- 
dodo as yuvaixes—and then proceccs to give an account of the 
difgrace which attended thofe who refufed to comply with this 
ood. Lib. xix. p. 343. 

But it is now time for us to quit the Hindoos, and proceed 
with our Author to the Mohammedans, under the preflure of 
whofe arms they have fallen. And here a wide field prefents itfelf 
to Akbur’s inveftigation. He is not contented with repre- 
fenting the prefent ftate of the Mohammedans in India, but 
goes back to trace the origin and progrefs of their religion; and 
even takes 4 view of the ftate of-the Arab tribes before the mif- 
fion of their pretended prophet. In the courfe of his reprefenta- 
tion, however, we have difcovered’ feveral inaccuracies, which 
the limits of our work will not-permit us particularly to infift 
on, One important error into which our Author has t 


that Chriftianity was the predominant religion among the Arabs, 
before the appearance of Mohammed. Now the fa¢t.isy that 
Chriftianity had indeed obtained a footing among fome of the 
Arab cribes, but was yet very far from prevailing fo generally as 
he has reprefented it. In proof of this affertion, we would re- 
fer him to Pocock’s Specimen Arabice Hiftoria, a work which, 
being entirely collected from Arabic authors, is perhaps one of 
the higheft authorities that can be produced on tis fubject. 

‘ Let it not be forgotten, fays Akbun,,,thar the foil was prepared 


4 . 


. to Mohammed’s hands by Chriftians, re an he had only to {catter 


the feeds of his faith, while ftreams of Ifraelitifh faperftition were in 

readinefs to nourifh the plant as it fhould rife.’ ~ 
That the corrupt and diftraGted ftate of the Chriftian church 
facilitated the fubfequent progrefs of Mohammed is indeed in- 
pa true; but in the easlier periods of his impofture, this 
Caufe had comparatively but little weight; for the Chriftians, as 
we have before obferved, bose but a {mall proportien to the ido- 
laters of Arabia :. and with refpect to thofe ftreams of Ifraelitifh 
U2 {uperftition, 
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s fallen, “is, 
in fuppofing, as he does, p. 173, 174, &c. 181, &c. Vol. IL. 
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fuperftition, which Akbur fuppofes to have contributed fo target 
to the nourifhment of this pernicious plant, he will find; 4 y 
infpeéting any Arabic hiftorian, and particularly Abu’l Fed,’, 
Life of Mohammed, that the Jewith tribes of Arabs were 4). 
ways among the molt inveterate enemies of the impoftors ang 
on that account, became, after he had obtained power fuffitiens 
to gratify his revenge, the devoted objects of his moft unreleg. 
ing and fanguinary fury. 

The charaéter which Akbur has drawn of the great impoftor 
though it does not much charm us by the gtaces of novelty, 
feems yet im general accurate as well as fpittted. We cannot, 
however, pafs over one of his conjectures, Which’ is more 
ingenious than folid, viz. that Mohammed was indebted to 
Juftin Martyr for the idea of thofe fenfual gratifications, whieh 
~ he has fo lavifhly promifed to his followers. * Juftin, in {peak. 
* ing of the Millennium,’ fays he, ‘ has thefe extraordinary words— 
“¢ The faints fhall be raifed in the flefh, and reign with Chrift 
in Jerufalem, enlarged and beautified in a wonderful manner 
for their reception, in the enjoymeut of all fenfual pleafures, for 
a 000 years before the general refurrection.” , 

We could with that Akbur had condefcended to refer parti- 
cularly to this paflage, if any fuch paflage does really exif in 
the works of Juftin Martyr, for we confefs it has totally efcaped 
our notice. “The only paflage which we have been able to tum 
to, that is at all fimilar tothis, in Juftin’s account of the Millen- 
nium, is the following—Eyo di, 1 & tivés soiv opboyvopones 
xalo mavra Xpissxvor, % capncs avacacw yennreodas ewisausbe, 


2g KiAve Ern tv lepuradrny oimodonbeion, x» xoopnbiron, x wAaTUe | 


Rison, ws as rpopntas TeCexiir x Hoaias, 06 &AAoL onodoyerin 
. Dial. cum Tryph. p. ‘se edit. Par. i 7 “3 

Now, to fay nothing of the improbability of Mohammed's 
having feen or heard of the works of Juftin, furely this paflage 
‘ cannot poffibly convey even the moft diftant idea of thofe fenfual 
and luxurious enjoyments, which are to conftitute the felicity 
of the Mohammedan paradife, 

From thefe refletions on the religion, -Akbur, paffes to the 
confideration of the manners of the Mohammedans. ° He here 
leads us, where, however, we will not prefume to fallow him, 
into the facred confines of the harams He afterwards-amules 
us with the variegated and truly affecting ftory of * Noor Jehan, 
the wife of Jchangire Emperor of India, and .a-defcendant of 
the illuftrious Timour. ° : : fise): 

After leaving India and the circumjacent regions, Akbur 
pafles on to Egypt. But in his account of this truly remarkable 
kingdom, we have obferved nothing ‘particularly ftriking. !t 
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has been generally fuppofed by the learned, that many of the 

with cuftoms and ordinances were derived from Egypt, but 
sur Author goes a ftep further, and imagines that the Egyptians 
themfelves were originally indebted for them to his favourites, 
the Hindoos.. Upon the whole, he thinks that the Egyptians, 
however jultly celebrated for fome of their laws, arts, and 
fciences, were not thofe extraordinary patterns of wifdom, ele- 
ance, and tafte, which they have been reprefented to be. 

“Of the third volume, as it treats of fubje&ts more generally 
known, our account fhall be fhort. It opens with reflections 
on the religion, laws, and manners of the Greeks, Without 
entering inta detail, we fhall only obferve of thefe reflections in 
general, that Akbur manifefts, we think, too great a tendency 


“to aggravate the faults, and throw a yeil over the excellencies, 


of the Grecian character. 

Next to the Greeks, in order of time, as wel! as celebrity, the 
Romans prefent themfelves to Akbur’s obférvation. ‘Though 
there is lictlé novelty in his remarks, he delineates the peculiari- 
ties of the Roman charaéter with confiderable minutenefs. On 
the fanguinary fcenes which marked the decline of the empire, 
he expatiates with mirgled pity and indignation; and clofes his 
account of the Romans with the following trite but juft re- 
marks ; . 

‘ In the early ages of the Republic, there was an infinite. fim- 
plicity in the Roman chara&ter. Towards the decline of it, an un- 
happy change univerfally took place ; and fuch change was inevitable. 
While their empire was circumfcribed within tolerable limits, the 
Jaws of their government were adequate to the control of the people ; 
but when extenfive and moft brilliant, though fanguinary conquetts, 
had fearcely left them a nation to fubdue, the unlimited powers, the 
plunder, and the riches of the magiftrates of the provinces, fhook 
the whole fabric to its foundation, and gave an-entrance to faction, 
difcord, and deftruétion. Confuls, Pro-confuls, Prators, in fhort, 

, officers of every denomination, afpired to independency. The fword 
of juftice was {tained with the blood of barbarous profcription; all 
went toruin. In a word, they erected their houfe of dominion on 
the fand, ‘* and the rain defcended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat upon the houfe, and it fell, and great was the 
fall of this mighty building.” 

Abkur clofes his work with a variety of mifcellaneous and 
unconneted, though generally fenfible, obfervations-on the dif- 
ferent nations and inhabitants of modern Europe. 

Upon the whole, though we have fometimes found ourfelves 
difgufted at the levity, and fometimes offended at the inaccu- 
racies of our philofopher, we yet confider him as a liberal and 
intelligent writer. And, to repeat what we have before ob- 
ferved, under one exception only, we heartily recommend the 


Philofophical Rhapfodies to the attention of the Public, as a 
U 2 work 
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work extremely well calculated to afford agreeable and. inno, 
cent amufement, as well as to diffufe general and ufefyl ip. 


formation, Wh. e 


Art. XI. Fugitive Pieces. Svo. 28. 6d. Dilly. 1785. 


6 dncve pieces, partly poetical, and partly critical, bear 
evident traces of ability and ingenuity. Moft of them 
have been before made public, through different channels; and 
were written, as the Author declares, about the age of nineteen, 
without: affiftance, from friends or {cholars. OF the Aythor’s 
poetical talents the following is a pleafing {pecimen: | 


_ ODE to the Memery of CHATTERTON, 
¢ [ll-fated Youth, adieu | was thine a breatt 


Where fell Defpair, aig nt fix her dark refolve, 
To mar thy fimple heart, | 
And fnatch Thee from the world ? 
Whilft Fancy finds a friend, and Genius charms, 
With high afpiring thought and eagle eye, 
Thy fainted memory 
Shall ever facred live. 
When Spring, with fcanty veft and maiden fmile, 
Leads on the fprightly months and infant year, 
Her tears of morning dew 
Shall wet thy death-bed cold. 
When jocund Summer with her honied breath 
(Sweetning the golden grain and blithfome gale} 
Difplays her fun-burnt face 
Beneath the hat of ftraw. 
When fober Autumn with lack-luftre eye, 
Shakes with a bitter blaft the yellow leaf, 
And hears the Woodman’s fong, 
And early Sportfman’s foot, ) 
The Lily’s hanging head, the Panfy pale 
(Poor Fancy’s readieft followers), in meek 
Attire, fhall deck thy turf, 
And withering lie with Thee. si] 
When naked Winter, like a Pilgrim grey, «: 
Of verieft rude afpeé&t and joyleis brow, 
Calls forth the caro] wild, 
And trims the focial fire ; 
Remembrance oft in Pity’s penfive ear, 
At filent eve thall forrowing toll thy knell, 
And tell to after-days 
Thy tale, thy lucklefs tale,’ | 
The profe pieces are, The Lamentation of Llwarth-hen the 
Bard, upon the Death of Gwlaith, a Welch Chief; /uppofed to 
be [and firft publifhed as] tranflated from the Welch; and Mif- 
cellaneous Criticifms, chiefly with the defign of marking refem- 
blances between different writers, The folléwitre remarks feem 


to merit particular attention: 





¢ Cicero, 

















Nno, 
in. 
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© Cicero, in his work de Claris Oratoribus, has thefe words con- 
cerping Hortenfius: ‘* Et erat oratio cum incitata et vibrans tum 
etiam accurata et polita.”” Of this paffage, I once heard it obferved, 
by aman whofe powers of intellect can only be equalled by the 
goodnefs of his heart, that he knew no word in the Englith language 
which fully exprefied the meaning of wibrans, except fafhy, which 
would not do from its being always ufed in a bad fenfe; it means 
{plendid and dazzling, like a light from a fword, alternately bran- 
difhed this way and that way; yet I think (though at the time the 
paflage did not occur to ‘ay Dr. Johnfon has, in his lifé of Con- 


‘greve, fallen ste a happy illuftration of it, and, probably, without 


intending the leaft allufion. Speaking of Congreve’s Dialogue, his 
words are thefe: ‘* His perfonages are a kind of intelleCtual-gladia- 


tors; every fentence is to ward or ftrike ; the conteft of fmartnefs 
is never intermitted ; Sis wit is @ meteor playing to and fro with 


alternate corrufcations.”” Vol. Til. e 63.’~——— 
) Ail things {miled, 





With fragrance and with joy my heart o’erflow’d. 
Par. Lost. 


‘ Thefe lines ftand thus pointed in Milton’s own, and moft other 
editions; others have it, ! 
All things {miled 
With fragrance, and with joy my heart o’erflow’d. 
Which feems the beft and true reading, notwithftanding Richardfon’s 
note, which is plaufible and ingenious; but by removing the ftop 
from after /miled, and placing it after fragrance, the paflage becomes 
right, and will be found to be an imitation of an expreffion to Ca- 
tullus de Nup. Pel. et Thet. 284. 
Nam quotcunque ferunt campi, quos Theflala magnis, 
Montibus ora creat, quos propter fluminis undasg, 
Aura parit flores repidi foecunda pavoni 
Hos indiftin@is plexos tulit ipfe corollis, 
ueis permulfa domus jucundo rifit odore. 
‘ Perhaps this pafflage may, in fome degree, account for Gray’s 
expreflion of ‘* Gales redolent of Foy,” which Johnfon objects to.’ 
The Author judicioufly contents himfeif with noting fimilar 
paflages, without falling into the common fault of inferring 
imitation from a pretty. near refemblance of expreffion, where 


the idea is obvious and common. BE. 








MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 


For OCTOBER, 1785. _ 
MILITARY. | 
Art. 12. 4 Retrofpective View of the increafing Number of the 

Standing Army of Great Britain, from its firft Eftablifhment in 
1650, to the General Peace of 1784. (To which is added, fome 
Obfervations on recruiting, on the prefent Method of Billeting the 
Army, on the Suppreffion of Smuggling, and on the Quartering 
the Troops in Barracks, 8vo. 1s. 6d. Walter. 


’ | HIS pamphlet contains fome ufeful hints, and fenfible obferva- 


tions, very immethodically arranged, and unneceflarily re- 
peated ; 


U4 
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peated ; interfperfed with impracticable {fchemes, and other Matters, 
that feem to have no immediate relation to the fubjeéts on which it 
profeffedly treats. 

The Author begins with obferving, * That future ages will view 
with an incredulous eye, the aftonifhing efforts that were made b 
Great Britain, in the war which terminated in 1784, to defend her 
pofleflions againft the united endeavours of France, Spain, Holland, 
and America, to feize upon them.’ He then recites the fucceffles of 
the navy, and the diigraces that have attended our armies in Ame. 
rica; remarking, that although, by the events of that war, we log 
thirteen provinces, befide other dominions, the Minifter thought fit 
to keep up, on the peace eitablifhment (notwithfanding it was 
powcrfully oppofed by the landed intereft),, an army, in point of 
numbers, hitherto unknown to this country, even when her foreign 
polleflions were fo exceedingly extenfive, compared with what they 
are at prefent. The oppofition here mentioned cannot, he fays, be 
a matter of aftonifhment, as we are inftrufted by the hiftoric page, 
that the deftruction of liberty, and the fall of every empire, ori, 

inated in the troops meant for their defence, | 

He then enters into the hiftory of ftanding armies, which he de. 
rives from the yeomen of the guard, eftablifhed by King Henry VI]. 
anno"1486; and the band of gentlemen penfioners, raifed in 1590 
by Queen Elizabeth. ‘The firit foundation for troops to be kept in 
continual pay was, he fays, laid by King Charles HI. in 1650, by 
levying a regiment of. foot, and, in 1660, two troops of horie, and 
two regiments of foot guards, ‘Thefe circumftances are mentioned 
twice over nearly in the fame words in pages 8 and 14. 

The gradual increafe of the army, from the reign of King CharlesI]. 
to the prefent period, is traced out, and a recapitulation gives the 
number of troops, regiments, battalions, and companies on the pre- 
fent efablihmees, which he ftates to be,as follows: two troops of 
horfe, two troops of horfe grenadier guards, three regiments of dra- 
goon guards, four regiments of horie, nineteen regiments of dra- 
goons, eighty four battalions of infantry, four battalions of royal ar- 
tillery, thirty-fix companies of invalids, and a corps of engineers, 

Concerning a flanding army, he fays, all minifters, however dif- 
fering in other refpects, have agreed in endeavouring to increafe the 

r of the crown, and in augmenting the army ; in which, from 
ee EP motives, they have been affiffed by the members of both 
houfés of parliament. He, however, allows, that a ftanding army, 
fufficient to garrifon our foreign poffeffions, is abfolutely neceflary ; 
and if the defence of this.country is to be intrufted to them, in pre- 
ference to the militia, in the reeruning them. he recommends the 
collecting a body of troops in whom the pcople may place a reafon- 
able confidence, and that the army may not be compofed of men 
without principles, morals, or affe€tion for their’country, by whom 
the fafety of the fubjec&t is often endangered, and by whom he is 
frequently deprived of his property, inftead of receiving from them 
protection and fafety. He, therefore, objedis to taking recruits from 
the dregs of the people, cpyeelarly in time of peace, when men 
are not immediately wanted, and he refers tothe modes of recruit- 
ing psactifed by the Romans and Athenians. : ' 


Ty 



































Montary CaTraLogue, Natural Hifory. 207 


In ordér to leflen the expences of our military eftablifhment, he 
propofes that the example of France may be followed, in reforming 
fome of our houfehold cavalry, whofe pay would furnifh, if ne- 
eeflary, 2 much greater number of more ufeful regiments. 

Commifions of array, the antiquity of Lords Lieutenants of 
counties, the Pofle-comitatis, and the militia, come next under con- 
fideration. The inftitution of the militia he attributes to Alfred ¢ 
and gives a brief account of the different regulations it has under- 
gone. Speaking of the prefent ftate of thefe troops, he pays them 
fuch extravagant compliments, that they almoft feem ironical ;. his 
words are, ‘ The difcipline of Pruffia, is not fuperior to that of the 
Englifh Militia, nor are the manceuvres of the Proflian army in the 
feld performed with more celerity, iteadinefs and firmnefs, than by 
the militia of England :’. befides which, he repeats a great deal of 
common place declamation, on the various: incentives that would 
ftimulate a militia man in the day of a¢tion, under the idea that che 
militia regiments are compofed of fubftantial houfe-keepers, or 
matters of families, fighting pro aris et focis; inftead of which, being 
formed chiefly of fubftitutes, they are really as much mercenaries as 
any regular trgops. That this was, and is now, the cafe, in the 
beft militia battalions, is a fat that cannot be difputed. 

The prefent mode of quartering foldiers, he pronounces to be 
partial and oppreflive on the publicans; and he‘propofes to equalize 
the burthen, by levying a contribution on them at the rate of ten 
per cent. on the rent of each public houfe, to form a fund, out of 
which three pence per diem for each horfe, and three halfpence per 
diem for each foot foldier, fhall be paid to every inn-keeper on whom 
they fhall be quartered. _ This, he fuppofes, would be fuch a com- 
penfation, as might induce the publicans on the fea coaft to provide 
quarters for a number of foldiers, fufficient for the fuppreflion of 
{muggling: the compofition to be paid by every publican in Eng- 


land to the cellectors.of the land-tax or excife,.who fhould be made, 


accountable to the war-oflice or treafury. ‘The number of public 
houfes he computes at fifty-five thoufand, their rent on an average 
at ten pounds each. 


This plan, if adopted, might, he thinks, a&t as a palliative, but 


the cure would be, large commodious barracks, the convenience 


which to the Public, benefit to the fervice, and comfort to the fol- ; 
dier, he fets forth in.a variety of inftances. The only argument of | 


weight made ufe of againft it, is, that it is feparating the troops 
from the great body of the people, thereby making them a diftin@ 
clafs, no longer affociaiing with their fellow citizens. To which 
it might be an{wered, that the prefent mode of quartering foldiers 
tends much more to alienate. them from the peopie, by furnithing 
each party with perpetual canfe for difpute and enmity. Barracks 
might, our Author fuppofes, be built by annual contributions raifed 
On the publicans, according to the plan before mentioned. 


. NatTuRAL History. Gyro-e. 


Art. 13, Various, Subjedis in Natural Hifory; wherein will be 
delineated \Birds, Animals, and many curious Plants, with the 
Parts of Fruétification of each Plant. All which will be drawn 
and coloured from Nature. By John Frederic Miller, Son of John 

Miller, 


oe 
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Miller, Author of the prefent Botannic Prints, or Illuftration of 
the Linnean Syftem. Folio. Imperial Paper, in Numbers, at 
tl. 1s. each. Sewell, &c. 

Of this magnificent work, fix Nambers are publifhed. How many 
more may be intended by the ingenious Author, we know not: that 
circumftance will probably be determined by the encouragement 
which the Public fhall afford to the undertaking. ‘Thofe who are 
as fond of feeing nature accurately and elegantly delineated as we 
are, and who can better afford, than poor garretteers, to pay for the 
pleafure they receive from fuch exhibitions, will not, furely, think 
three foillings and fix-pence too high a price for each of thefe beauti- 
ful plates. 7 

he terms on which Mr. Miller offers this work to the Public, are, 

‘that each Number fhall contain fix prints (on the above-mentioned 

fize) coloured ; with one fheet of letter-prefs, in Latiz, in which the 

birds, quadrupeds, and plants, are referred to the Linnzan fyftem. 

The fabje&ts delineated in the fix-Numbers before us (which are 
bound in one volume) are, fcarce, or uncommon foreign birds, 
beafts, vegetables, &c. They are all ftriking and pleafing objeéts: 
unlefs we except fuch animals as hyenas and wolves, whofe terrific 
figures a man cahnot contemplate with much delight, however accu- 
sately or elegantly delineated. To the birds and flowers we turn 
our eyes with more complacency. 

NoveEt. 

Art. 14. Modern Times, or the Adventures of Gabriel Out- 
caft. Suppofed to be written by Himfelf. In Imitation of Gil 
Blas. 1zmo. 3 Vols. gs. fewed. Walter. 1785. 

A ttrange kind of a—S+. Giles’s Gil Blas. The Author has ta- 
Jents for fcene-painting in low life; but the objeéts he exhibits are 
unpleafing. He feems to view mankind in a very degrading light. 
All are knaves, cheats, and rafcals; nor does he make much excep- 
tion in favour of himfelf—the hero of the tale. He pafies throngh 
almoft every rank of human fociety ; and he behaves like a: forry 
fellow in moft of them. He is a fchoolmafter, a footman, an apo- 
thecary, a robber, an author, a reviewer *, a member of parliament 
€mind the climax /) and, laftly, a fecretary of ftate ; and 1n this air- 
balloon altitude we lofe fight of him, without a with to behold him 
again.—Pray, Reader, did you ever hear of a Britith fecretary of flate 
named Gabriel Outcaf, or Mr. Wilbrabam, fince the days of Sir 
Robert Walpole? If there aétually exifted fuch a ftatefman, he has 
flipped our memory.—Of all the abfurdities that the monfter-breed- 
ing brain of Ficrion ever produced, this is, furely, the moft ab- 


ford ! 
La Ww. | 
Art. 15. The Magiftrate’s Ajjifant; or a Summary of thofe 
Laws which immediately refpect the Conduct of a Juftice of the 





a * de(cribing his conneétions, the Reviewers are reprefented as 
the verieft rafcals in the whole villainous group colleéted by the Au- 
thor,—who, by the way, may have had fufficient provocation :—for 
we do not look upon the adventures of Gabriel Outcait as a firft 
production, 


Peace $ 




















rules, and intended as a praxis upon them, is fubjoined. 
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Peace: to the End of the Fifteenth Parliament of Great Britain. 
'To which are added, more than 2 Hundred Forms of Warrants, 
Summonfes, Recognizances, &c. By a country Magiftrate. 8vo. 
6s. 6d. boards. Gloucefter printed, and fold by Gardner, in Lon- 
don. 1784. <8 oy 

It is apprehended that all publications of law ought to be authen~ 
ticated by the name of the writer, whofe profeffional charaéter might 
be a fanétion to the work; and indeed that every writer on law 
would be folicitous to give this fanction to his performance, and to 
avail himfelf of the credit which he may gain by a good work. Ie 
is therefore no evidence in favour of a book offered as a directory to 
magiftrates, to appear with no better authority than a publifher’s 
precarious expectation of profit from it, as an article of trade; nor 
can any magiftrate prudently reft the juilification of his conduct on 
anonymous authority ; for fhould he, in any inftance, be mifled, the 
error and indifcretion are all bis own, without mitigation. 

Thus much being obferved on the general view of fuch a work, 
compiled by—nobody ; we with to decline an examination of its me- 
rits. Thefe, on the whole, cannot be eafily eftimated, and no one 
befide a bookifeller, who we fuppofe to be no lawyer, ftands aecount- 
able forthem. Our judicial Readers are competent to judge how 
far one octavo volume may be able to comprehend the ordinary duty 
of a juftice of the peace; and it is to be noted, that, in the preface, 
it is only propofed as a companion to Burn’s Juftice; a work which, 
it is declared, no magiftrate ought to be without. N 

EDUCATION, 

Art. 16. A Rhetorical Grammar, or Courfe of Leffons in Elo- 
cution. By J. Walker, Author of Elements of Elocution. 12mo. 
38s. 6d. bound. Robinfon, &c. oe r.9 
On the foundation of the theory of elocution.Jaid down by Mr. 

Walker in his Elements, he has here framed a,ufeful courfe of prac- 

tical leffons for inftruéting youth in the art of.reading and {pe ing. 

Having formerly [See Rev. Aug. 1781, the firft Art.] given a parti- 

cular accountof the Author’s principles of elocution, it is only ne- 

ceflary here to fay, that he has, in this work, very judicioufly applied 
his theory to practice. 

After feveral preliminary hints of advice to inftruétors, Mr. W. 
gives a courfe of leflons, on the pronunciation of words, on paufes, 
on the inflexions of the voice, on cadence, accent and emphafis, and 
on reading verfe.. Under each of thete heads he illuttrates his rules 
by proper examples, and gives inftructions fufficiently particular to 
ferve as a clue to the fkilful preceptor. On his favourite topic of 
rifiug and falling inflexions, he is very minute, but perhaps not more 
fo than the nature of the fubjeét requires. Thus far Mr. W. nearly 
follows the method laid down in the former work. To thefe rules 
he adds-—-what appears to us entirely new, as well as very ufeful— 
an application of his principles to the regulation of thofe varieties of 
{peech, which arife from what are called figures of rhetoric. The 
lefions are clofed with feveral judicious precepts concerning the mo- 
dulation and management of the voice, and concerning gefture. A 
large colleGtion of examples, clafied in the order of the preceding 
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On the whole, we confidently recommend this work to the dilj. 
gent attention of all who undertake to teach the art of reading and 
fpeaking ; not doubting but they will find it.a:ufeful affiftant in this 
dificult branch of inftru@iion. In the ufe of thefe leffons, we appre- 
hend, however, that fome caution will be neceflary, to guard againft 
lofing the connection of ideas, by breaking fentences into too many 
parts; a fault, towards which we perceive fome tendency in our 
Author’s precepts. Another defect which we remark inthis work 
is, that on the mof difficult part of elocution, the peculiar tones 
which belong to the feveral kinds of fentiment and paffion, the Au- 
thor has faid nothing, except what incidentally occurs in his applj- 
cation of his principles to the figures of rhetoric. . The addition of a 
fet of precepts and examples on this fubject, would, in our judg- 
ment, render the work a very complete rhetorical grammar. 
Art. 17. 4 French Grammar. Yo which is prefixed an Ana- 

lyfis relating to that Subjeét. By R. Labutte, Teacher of the 

French Language in the: Univerfity of Cambridge. 8vo, 4s, 

Merril, in Cambridge; White, &c. in London. 1784. 

This is one of the moft fcientific French grammars we have feen. 
After explaining with much accuracy, the peculiar characters.of. the 
feveral kinds of words, in am introductory analytis of grammar, the 
Author treats of each branch of the French tongue, in a clear me- 
thod, and with a degree of minutenefs, which will render the work 
exceedingly ufeful to thofe who are defirous of acquiring. a thorough 
knowledge of the language. 

Art. 18: Mifcellaneous Leffons, defigned for the Ufe of Young 
' Ladies: on anew Plan. By Ellen Devis. 12mo, 2s.-6d. bound, 

Fielding, &c. 

Under the notion of leading children to attend to the meaning of 
what they read, a few fhort pieces, chiefly in profe, are here col- 
tected, and a table of fynonimous expreffions, and fundry explana- 
tory notes are added, In the felection we perceive no great expence 
of judgment or talte ; and the ufe of the table and notes, if sthey 
were more accurate than they will be found to be, would be fuper- 


feded by confulting a dictionary. EB. 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 19.° A new Experimental Enquiry into the Nature and Qua- 


ities of the Cheltenham Water; with a concife Account of the 
Difeafes wherein it 1s chiefly indicated ; and the Diet and Regi- 
men necefiary to its fuccefsful Ufe. By A. Fothergill, M.D. 
F.R.S. Member of the Royal College of Phyficians in London, 
of the Medical Societies of London and Edinburgh, and Phyfician 
in Bath. 8vo. 4s. Gd. Bath printed; and fold by Baldwin in 
London. 1785. 
This is a very compendious account of the Cheltenham waters. 
The experiments are ingenious. They feem to have been made, as 
the Author acknowledges, with bad inftruments ; but we hope they 
wil] be repeated with a better apparatus. As far as they are at pre- 
fent to be depended upon, the Cheltenham waters appear to con- 
tain, of A A 
~ Native Glauber’s falts, combined with a portion of 
Epiom falt, : I 02, 
Sea 
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Sea falt . - - -  § grains. 
Iron, combined with fixed air, be a 5 
Magnefia, combined with fixed air,  - - 25 
Calcarious earth, or felenites, - 49 
Fixed air, combined with a portion of phlogifi- i 
cated air, - 24 OZ. 
To thefe meafures may be added a {mall portion of hepatic gas, or 
bepar fulphuris, converted invo vapour by the feparatioa of its phle- , , 


gilton. Mi | 

Art. 20. The pegs” of Phyfic; founded on one general and | 
immutable Law of Nature, the necefiarily-relative Ageacy of 

Elementary Fire. By J. Cewell, M.D. ‘lhe 2d Edition, reviled 
and corrected. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Marlborough printed ; and feld by 

‘ Murray in London. 1785. 
When we {poke with fome degree of contempt, fome time a 
of acertain pretender, who had publifhed ‘‘ a Philofophy of Phyfic,” 
we muftown we had not the work now before us in our thoughts. 
As Dr. D. in his letter to us, feems to be of a different opinion, 
and thinking that the cap fits him, has actually put it on, e’en let 
him wear it. ‘* Let the galled jade wince.” We did not imagine, 

that the fallacy of the book we had really in our eye could have ‘been | 

: exceeded ; but we acknowledge ouwrfelves to have been mifkaken. | 

, 

' 


Dr. D. has out-Heroded Herod. To make way for his own fyftem, 
‘by a bold attempt, he arraigns the wifdom of Newton. We are of 
the number of thofe people who have fome reverence for the old ; 
philofopher. We declare.forthe ftricteft obfervance of his rule, ‘< to | : 
eftablifh fcience, by afcending from experiments to conclufions.” 
| Dr, D. in his wifdom, thinks this rule has done mifchief. Differing 
in principles from the Doctor, we fhall not defcend to particulars. Pe 
If we err, it is with Newton. i ; 
Art. 21. 4 Hiflory of the Practice of trepanning the Skull, and 
the After-treatment ; with Obfervations upon 2 new Method of 
Cure, illuftrated by a Cafe. By Robert Mynors, Surgeon. 8vo. ; 
2s. 6d. Birmingham printed, for G. Robinfon, Paternofter Row, 
London. 1785. 
This pamphlet is written with a view to recommend the healing 
wounds of the head, in cafes where the trephine has been applied, 
by the ‘* firft intention.”? For this purpofe, Mr. Mynors adviies that 
the {calp covering the fracture fhould be raifed from the pericranium, 
‘and not cut away entirely, in order that it may be replaced and con- ) 
tinue to ferve as an integument to the part from which thé fraétured / 
bone has’ been removed. ‘The flaps of the fcalps, after the Opera. 
tion, are returned to their places, and retained in their fituation by 
narrow and long flips of adhefive plafter, In the courfe of the in- 
cifions.in this cafe, a kind and very {mall digeftion appeared, which 
diminifhing daily, they healed in a fortnight. In this way the fup- 
purative inflammation, and all its confequences are avoided ; and 
the wound by the ‘ adhefive inflammative,” gs Mr. Mynors terms 
it, is clofed with great mildnefs and difpatch. The method recom- 
mended by Mr. Mynors jis rational. The narrative of a cafe fub- 
joined by Mr. Jones, fupports it very ftrongly. It is, however, the 
7 hiftory 
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hiftory of a fingle cafe. On fubjeéts of this kind, repeated an UCe 
cefsful trials will be requifite to confirm the practice. t— 
Art. 22. 4 Treatife concerning the Properties and Effeéis of Coffe. 

The Second Edition ;- with !arge Additions, and a Preface. By 

Benjamin Mofely, M. D. Author of Obfervations on the Dyfen- 

tery of the Weft Indies. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Stockdale. 1785, 

Having, in a former Review, given an account of this pam hlet, 
we have only to obferve, at prefent, that the Preface to this econd 
edition contains many particulars relative to the cultivation of coffee 
in our Wett India iflands, deferving the attention of the politician 
at home, as well as the planter abroad. Me- 
Ast. 23. 4 Treatife on Cancers ; with a new and fuccefsful Me- 

thod of operating, particularly in Cancers of the Breaft and Teftes ; 

whereby Pain is confiderably diminifhed ; the Cure, or Healing of 
the Part, greatly accelerated ; and Deformity prevented. By 

Henry Fearon, of che Company of Surgeons, and Surgeon to the 

Surry Difpenfary. 8vo, 1s. 6d. Johnfon. 1784. 

Whether the manner of operating here recommended, be pre- 
ferable to that which has been generally praétifed, and whether all 
the advantages promifed will be obtained by it, experience muft de- 
cide. The “method is extremely fimple (a circumftance much in its 
favour), and ‘* confifts in difls@ting away all the difeafed part of the 
breaft or teftes, through one fimple longitudinal incifion, large 
enough to admit of the perfect removal of all the difeafed part or 
parts, and then bringing the edges of the wound into conta¢t, and 
retaining them in that fituation by flips of flicking plafer, ligature, 
or both, if neceflary, till they unite by what is called the fir/? inten- 
tion, which they generally do in a few days, without ever formin 
. fuppuration.”’ wis _ 
Art. 24. The Reviewers corrected; or, Falle Criticifm analyfed : 

comprehending Animadverfions on a Critique of the Monthly 

Review for November 1784. By W. Edmonftone; Surgeon. 8vo. 

6d. Richardfon, &c. 1785. 

In November lait, we santa noticed Mr. Edmonftone’s ‘* E/ay 
on the Prevention of an Evil highly injurious to Health, and inimi- 
cal to Enjoyment.”? We have teldom much te fay in behalf of no/- 
drums; and had fo little to offer in recommendation of Mr. E.’s 
advertifement of a medicine to prevent the venereal difeafe, that the 
gentleman is quite angry, and-publifhes this pamphlet, in-order to 
fhew what incompetent critics are thefe Monthly Reviewers. We 
think, however, that he is obliged to them for furnifhing him with 
a trefh occafion of advertifing his prophyla&ic liquid ;’’? which he 
fays, we have mifcalled @ medieine. With all our hearts ;—I!et him 
- cali it what he pleafes, and rai/ on.—The world is wide enough, as 
Shandy faid, for him and us too. : 

PoETR,.Y, 
Art. 25. Spenfer’s Fairy Queen. vAttempted in Blank. Verfe. 

‘With Notes Critical and Explanatory,? BVO. 45. Egerton. ot 

Contains the four firft Cantos, whighs the Author fays, ‘ are pre- 
fented for the approbation of the Pu! blic, in which cafe they will be 


followed by the remainder of the poem.’ The whole work, we are 
told, 
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told, will be comprifed in fixteen numbers; and a fhort account of 
the life of Spenfer will be fubjoined to the laft number, An attempt 
of this kind may be intended to render Spenfer more intelligible, 
or more agreeable.;—more intelligible, by changing his obicure 
words and uncouth phrafeology ; more agreeable, by breaking the 
tedious uniformity of the ftanza, of which mott readers are apt to 
complain. Yet fuch is the force,of cuftom, that a tranfpofer muft 
have uncommon merit to render his copy acceptable to thofe who 
have read the original; and thofe who have not, will fcarcely be 
{atished with viewing a favourite bard in any drefs but his own. For 
the fake merely of explication, a gloflary will antwer the purpofe 
better than a poem. 

On the execution of this work we cannot beftow much praife; 
the language throughout wants elevation, and the veries have nei- 
ther ftrength nor beauty. The paufe is not fufficiently marked, 
nor fufficiently varied ; which renders the blank verfe as tirefome as 
the flanza, the kind of poetry which, after all, will be found the 
moft.proper for Spenfer’s thoughts and defcriptions. In fupport of 
our opinion, we thall infert fome lines from the account of Paipe’s 
Courtiers— 

‘ The guide was Idlenefs, the nurfe of Sin *, 

Upon a flothful afs by choice he went, : 

In black array’d, a holy monk he feem’d, 

His prayer book in his hand was-little read, 

For of devotion he ne’er heed¢d ought, 

His heavy head he fcarcely could uphold, 

Nor knew nor cared whether ’twas day or night ; 
Such guidance could produce no good effect ; 
Each prudent care he fhunn’d, and manly toil, 
And ev’ry work for contemplation fcorn’d ; 

But riot mark’d his life, and paffion’s {way 

Had fpread a burning fever thro’ his veins. 

And by his + fide rode loathfome Gluttony, 

Deformed creature, on a filthy fwine, 

With luxury fill’d, his eyes with fatnefs fwell’d, 
Beaftly he teem’d, and hated was by all : 

In green vine leaves for coolnefs he was clad, 
An ivy garland f{ totter’d on his brow, é‘ 
From whence the fweat faft trickled, ftill he eat, 
‘And in his hand a boozing § can he bore, 











* —— The nurfe of fin] So Chaucer in the fecond Nonnes Pro- 
logue, vii. p., 11g. * 
The ‘minifter and norice unto Vices. 
+ And by bis fide,“&e.]° Gluttony "is here introduced as a perfon 
refemoling the old drunken god Silenus—with luxury fill’d—— 
Inflatum hefterno venas, ut Jemper, Faccho. 
t An ivy garland tottered om his trow)|—Virgil fuppofes this gar- 
land juit tatien off while he flept, 
Serta procul tantum capiti delapfa jacebant. 
§ The boozing can is his never failing companion. 
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Of which he * drank fo oft he fcarce could ride ; 
Intemperance fill’d him with each dire difeafe, 
That more he feémed.a monfter than a man. 
And next to him ¢ rode lawlefs Appetite, 
Upon a bearded goat, whofe rugged hair 
And whally eyes (emblem of jealoufy) 
Seem’d like his rider chaftity to {corn : 
Nor could he ever pleafe the virtuous fair ; 
His falfehood and his follies ftill he ftrove 
To hide beneath a robe of beauteous green, 
And in his hand a burning heart he held, 
Fill’d with incentives to allure the mind ; 
His chief delight was to delude the fair, 
Whift wedlock’s holy chains with rage he {purn’d ; 
Yet did inconftancy deftroy his peace 
And Sin’s dire wages tortur’d a}] his frame.’ : 

For a farther idea of his undertaking, fee our Review of the firft 
Canto ft, Rev. Vol. LIT. p. 111. G.4-¢, 
Art. 26. The French Metropolis, a Poem in Three Books. 4to, 

is. 6d. Cadell. 1784. , 

The firft Book informs the Englifh of the lower ranks, who vift 
Paris, that they will be in very great danger, as they walk the 
ftreets, of being run over by the fiacres, as there is no foot path: 
that robbery and murder go hand in hand in the narrow ftreets: that 
the linen is damp, the water of the Seine relaxing, the Yuilleries 
fhady, the ladies of eafy virtue dangerous; and that too fcrutinizing 
an infpection of the Ba/fille, may lead to fatal confequences. 

The fecond and third Books are addrefled to the Englifh of higher 
rank, who vift Paris,- and contain inftruétions and intelligence, 
which will undoubtedly prove equally entertaining to the noble read- 
ers, who fhall purchafe this poem. There is fomething alfo about 
Mars and Apollo, Juno and Venus, to amufe the admirers of the 
Heathen Mythology. Out of fuch a fubject as the city of Paris, a 
Gay might have formed a fecond Trivia! “vey 
Art. 27. The Vetcran, a Poem, 4to. is. 6d. Debrett, &c. 1785. 

A'defcription of the hardthips fuffered in a military life, by the 
private foldier, forms the fubject of this poem. The Author appears 
to have read the Latin Claffics, and to be a fenfible man. His 





* Of which he drank, &c.} ‘This is exa&ly old Silenus’s picture 
in Ovid’s Met. iv. 26. 
Quique fenex feruld ritubantes ebrius artus 
Suftinet, et paudo non fortiter baeret [afello.] 
Excepting that Gluttony rides on a fwine. 
His eyes with fatnefs fwell’d is apparently taken from David’s 
Pf. laxii. 7. Their eyes ftand out with fatnefs. 
t+ And next to him rode, &c.] Chaucer’s Court of Love, v. 1058. 
And there befide, within a bay windowe 
Stood one in grene ful large of bredth and length, 
His berd was black as fethirs of a crow, 
His name was Luft. 
t Publifhed in 1774. 
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poem is above mediocrity. The rhimes, however, are not always fo 
chalte as we could with. D- ~y. 
Ela; 


Art. 28. The Patriot Soldier, a Poem. By John Edwards, 
Major of Light Dragoons in the Volunteer Army of Ireland. 410. 
2s. Nottingham printed, fold by Longman, in London. 1784. 

In the introduction to this panegyric on the Irifh volunteers, * the 
Author begs leave to mitigate, if poflible, the imputation of. pre- 
fymption, which he mutt neceflarily incur, from attempting a fubject 
of fo much fublimity and importance. 

« Several years had elapfed fince the commencement of that phe- 
nomenon, the volunteer army of Ireland ; yet, ftrange to tell! a iub- 
jet fo adored, has yet remained unfung, nor had any poetic pen 
hitherto undertaken to celebrate its excellence; as if the nation 
refted fatisfied of the impoflibility of tranflating those exprefflive cha- 
racters, with which it was imprinted upon their hearts.’ 

This advertifement concludes with informing us, that the impa- 
tience of the Author to fubmit his verfes to the Public, was the rea- 
fon of his publifhing ‘ the produétion of a very limited time ;’ and that 
eagernefs, he hopes, ‘ will in fome meafure plead for their imper- 
fection.’ 

To the admirers of the Irith volunteers, this abftra&t will give fuf- 
ficient information of what they are to expect from the Pajgjot 
Soldier. 4 
Art. 29. Ode to Landfdown Hill, with Notes, moftly relative to 

the Granville Family ; to which are added, Two Letters of Ad- 

vice from George Lord Landfdown, Anno 1711, to William Henry 

Earl of Bath. 4to. zs. Nichols. 1785. 

This publication will not probably engage much attention beyond 
the Granville family. The Ode confifts of only twelve itanzas, in 
which we do’ not perceive any uncommon merit. We find nothing 
interefting in the notes except the two letters mentioned in the title- 
page, in which are feveral paffages ftrongly expreflive of manly fen- 
timents on the fubject of civil liberty. E 

The poem is decorated with feveral neat engravings. 4 
Art. 30. The Female Aeronaut, a Poem. Dedicated to Mrs. 

Errington. 4to. 13. 6d. Swift. 1785. Se: 

We have heard of a/s-races, in which he that came in /a/ was vic- 
torious.x-On the fame principle, had a reward been propofed for 
the worf? poem on the fabjes of Mrs. Sage’s afcenfion in Mr. Lu- 
nardi’s balloon, we make no doubt that the indecent and illiterate 
performance before us would have gained the prize. 

Ari. 31. Death improved. An Elegiac Poem, occafioned by 
the Death of the Rev. Thomas Gibbons, D.D. who departed 
this Life Feb. 22, 1785, in the 65th Year of his Age. To which 
1s added, An Hymn to Jefus, the Refurre@tion and the Life. By 
Richard Piercy. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. | 
All that we learn from reading thete verfes is, that the Author, 

thouch avery pious man, is not fo fortunate as to inherit Dr. Gib- 

bons’s lyre: and with even the lyre of Dr. Gibbons we were never 


fortunate enough to be much delighted. 9 
Art. 32. Plantagenct. A Poem. Being a fhort Sketch of the 


Civil Wars between the Houfes of York and Lancafer ; wherein 
Rev. O&, 1785. x th¢ 
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the Horrors of thofe Times are endeavoured to be defcribed, 

With explanatory Notes. 4to. 1s. Almon. 1785. 

Though fhort, tedious; and though in rhyme, not a poem, 
Art. 33. King’s Ivefion’s Hill, a Poem. gto. 1s. 6d. Stock. 
dale. 1785. 

This celebrated hill is near Briftol. It gives the name to the 
poem, but is, by no means, the only fubject of this publication, We 
doubt, indeed, whether it is even the principal. ‘There are fome 
good lines in it, but it wants connection. + 
Art. 34. Pictures from Nature. In ‘Twelve Sonnets. To which 

are added, The Lock transformed. 4to. ts. 6d. Dilly. 1785, 

Thefe Sonnets aim at miniature painting in poetry. We cannot 
think them happy attempts. ‘The portion of fimplicity and fweer. 
nef:, which the Author feems to hope that he has caught from the 
penfive Mufe of Bignor Park, we do not find in thefe produétions, 
The ftructure of the Italian fonnet does not fuit our language; and 
jn the work before us, even where there is a variation from it, there 
is a want of eafe and nature. We fhall give the fixth as a fpecimen 


of the whole : 
SONNET VI. 


¢ Tho’ now pale eve with many a crimfon ftreak 
Soft-fading, tips the lime-invefted hill; 
And tho’ blue fteams emerging from the lake 
Roll curling on, and hover o’er the rill ; 
The Smoke, that flow evolves its pillar’d form 
From yonder ftraw-roof’d cottage, fweetly throws 
O’er my hufh’d bofom a fuperior charm, 
And feems to breathe a cherub-like repofe ! 
With its grey column to yon fapphire cloud 
Stealing in ftillnefs the calm mind afcends== ° 
The unruffled line, tho’ loft amid the fhroud 
Of heaven, in fancy rifing never ends ! 
Thus ever may my tranguil fpirit nfe 
Free from the guft of paflion—to the tkies!? 


_ Wecannot but remark, that in the introductory fonnet, Zo my 
Wife, he fays: 
” For thee, tho’ ne’er my unambitious ftrain 


Shall foothe the unfeeling world—I yet awhile 
Tune the rude fhell ;s —— 


This feems a ftrange declaration, at the opening of acolle€tion, which 

is abfolutely printed and publifhed; and though it may not /oothe 

the world, indeed, coft one fhilling and fix-pence.—The poem of 

The Lock transformed deferved to have been printed on better paper. 

Art. 35. du Invocation to Melancholy. A Fragment. 4to. 15. 
Oxford. 1785. 

From this fuccefsful effort of a young and vigorous fancy, we learn 
with pleafure that the Mufes {til} linger on the banks of the Ifis. 
Melpomene has infpired this favoured youth with fome portion of 
her {pirit, and taught him ftrains, which melt upon the ear with ‘‘ 4 
charming fadnefs.” The following verfes, in our judgment, merit 
the character of genuine poetry 3 
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¢ With Thee o’er many a fcatter’d wreck of Fate 


Much may I Jove to caft a penfive eye ; 

The Caftle’s fhatter’d front of rough afnea, 
High on the naked hill like Faulcon perch’d ; 
The moated Hall in lap of lonely dell, 

From ’midft embrowning trees obfcurely feen, 
Oft may I mark with you, with you exclaim, 


«6 
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In days of yore with old Magnificence 

Here dwelt the Baron bold or gallant Knight; 
Here in this hall their mafly armour hung ; 

Here at the gorgeous Tilt or Tournament 

Oft would the Bards awake th’ enlivening ftring 
Of airy harps to deeds of Chivalry ; 

Struck by the magic of whofe minftrel chime 

The fun-byrnt Ploughman, as he hied him home, 
Would oft uplift his brow in mute amaze, | 
And catch, with ravifh’d ear, the far-off found : 
Here oft the rafter’d roofs full blithly rung 

With tunes of Chevy Chace and Hardiknute ; 
Nor wanting were there’to infpire the dance 

Kind blue-ey’d Maids full fair and peerlefs deem’d, 
Who lent their tempting looks and fofteft {miles.” 
Ah! let me rove with Thee, at dufky eve, 


Some defolated pile of Gothic mould, 

Where Superftition o’er the paly lamp 

Long with funk eye her midnight vefpers fung ; 
Where Time, who daily, from his coa/black wing, 
Still wider throws Oblivion’s deepen’d fhade, 
Now on the mould’ring tomb in grim ftate fits, 
And laughs at all the bafelefs hopes of Man.— 


Child of the potent fpell and nimble eye, 


Young Fancy oft, in rainbow veft array’d, 
Points to new fcenes that in fucceffion pafs 
Acrofs the wond’rous mirrour that fhe bears, 
And bids thy’ unfated foul and wand’ring eye, 


A 


wicer range o’er all her profpects take : 


Lo, at her call, New Zealand’s waftes arife, 
Catling their fhadows far along the main, 
Whofe brows cloud-cap’d in joylefs majefty 

No human fooc hath trod fince Time began ; 
Here Death-like Silence ever brooding dwells, 
Save when the watching Sailor ftartled hears, 
Far from his native land, at darkfome night, 
The fhrill-ton’d Petrel, or the Penguin’s voice, 
That fkim their tracklefs flight on lonely wing, 
Thro’ the bleak regions of the namelefs main: 
Here Danger ftalks, and drinks with glutted ear 
The wearied Sailor’s moan and fruitlets figh, 
Who, as he flowly cuts his daring way, 
Affrighted drops his axe, and ftops awhile 

‘To hear the jarring echoes lengthened din, 
That fling from pathlefs cliffs their fallen found: 
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Oft here the Fiend his grifly vifage fhows 
His limbs of giant form in velture clad 
Of drear colleéed ice and {tiffen’d {fnow, 
The fame he wore a thoufand years ago, 
That thwarts the fun-beam, and endures the day.’ 
The imagery in thefe laft lines, defcribing the dreary region of 
New Zealand is uncommonly bold and animated. 


Art. 36. Sufan and Ofmund, a Lyric Poem. 4to. Is, 6a" 


Kearfley. 1785. 

Of the ballad, fimplicity is acknowledged to be the chief excel}. 
Jence. How very /imple this rbiming tale is—for it certainly is not 
a lyric poem—the Reader will eafily perceive from the ¢wo following 
ftanzas, which are correétly copied. 

Young Osmunp foon to Susan went, 
A word, could neither {peak ; 

To moans and tears they gave full vent, 
Here language proves too weak. 


Ce ne ee | 
me eee em lS ieee 
ww wm mee ia all 
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It would puzzle a much abler bench of criticifm than ours, to de- 
termine which of thefe two ftanzas is the beft, or how much reputa- 
tion the Author would have loft, or faved, if all his flanzas had been 
of the fame fort with the /econd of thefe. z. 

Art 37. The Libertine, a Poem. 8vo. 1s. Johnfon: 1784. 

This poem was miflaid, or it would have been mentioned fooner. 
Tris in blank verfe, and contains a ftrange mixture-of perfonalities and 
cenfure of fictitious characters. Libertinifm, we are afraid, will not 
be much reitrained by the efforts of fo feeble an arm. 

Art. 38. Conffancy, a Poetical Epiftle, founded on Fact. gto. 
6d. Evans. 

This tale, though deficient in harmony, and poetical diction, ex- 
hibits fo fair an example of conftancy in love, that it will be read 
with pleature by young perfons who have not yet been taught to de- 


{pife the tender pailion. 7 


Art. 39. Royal Tears! Sacred to Filial Piety. By William 
Whitmore. 4to. 2s. Debrett, &c. 1785. 

The language of this poem is too ob{cure and laboured, to fuit 
the tendernefs of Elegy ; and the fubject—-the domettic diftreffes at- 
tending the abdication of James I1.—can, in the prefent day, be 
interelting to few Readers. - | 
Art. 40. The Royal Dream; or the P—— in a Panic. An Ece 

logue; with Annotations, 4to. 2s. Fores. 1785. 

The ghoti of the date Prince of W- admonifhes his grandfon 
in adream: but never, furely, before, was ghoit fo licentious! He 
encourages the hot-blooded youth to proceed in the flowery path of 
pleafure. Not Chetterfield himfelf could have been more indulgent 
than is this royal fcare-crow, But the affrighted pupil is, at length, 
told, that when his wild oats are all fown, it will be then high time 
for him to grow wife, and, after the example of Henry Y. reform, 
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4 kick the companions of his idle hours out of doors.—Whatever 
may be faid for the latter part of the phantom’s advice, we cannot, 
cn the whole, honeftly commend either the counfel, or the rhiming 
yehicle in which it is conveyed. 

MiIscELLANEOUS, 

Art. 41. The prefent State of the Ottoman Empire. Containing 
a more accurate and interefting Account of the Religion, Govern- 
ment, Military Eftablifhment, Manners, Cuftoms, and Amufe- 
ments of the Turks, than any yetextant. Including a particular 
Defcription of the Court and Seraglio of the Grand Signor ; 
and interfperfed with many fingular and entertaining Anecdotes. 
Tranflated from the French Manufeript of Elias Habefci, many 
Years Refident at Conftantinople, in the Service of the Grand 
Signor. 8vo. 6s. boards. Baldwin. 1784. 

Elias Habefci, by birth a Greek, and carried in his infancy to 
Coniftantinople, is the original Author of this work. He had at firft 
taken down minutes, in the Arabic language, of whatever appeared 
to him remarkable in the Ottoman empire, bat afterwards was 
obliged to clothe them in the French language, for the convenience 
of the Englifh editor. ‘This book may, therefore, be almoft con- 
fidered as an original publication, fince he had nothing more than 
hints, and mere matters of fad, related without ftudy, or ornament of 
ftyle, for his materials. 

The work begins with fome introductory anecdotes of the prophet 
Mahomet, which are followed by a fhort view of the Turkith or Ot- 
toman empire, from its origin to the prefent times; including a 
concife account of the reigns of the feveral Emperors or Sultans, 
from Othman the founder, in 1317, to Abdelhamet, or Achmet IV, 
the reigning Grand Signor. Thefe narratives fill the firft. chapter. 

An account of the religion of the Turks, of their ablutions, and 
pilgrimages to Mecca; of their marriage ceremonies, minifters, 
judges, feéts, and fchifms; of mofques, and their privileges, and an 
anticipation of the probable confequences which will follow from 
their irreligion ; thefe particulars occupy the feven following chapters. 

In the ninth, we find a defcription of the Seraglio, and of the 
Porte. Then we are prefented with accounts of the officers of this 
place, and of the palace ; of the women, and of their appartments ; 
of the government of the Ottoman empire; of the provinces of 
Grand airo, Wallachia, Moldavia, the States of Barbary, and the 
tributary nations. Thefe are very curious and entertaining. 

The fixteenth and the three following chapters treat of the Turkith 
revenues, and of their military and marine government and forces. 
From the twentieth to the twenty-feventh chapter, the Author de- 
{cribes the political ftate of the Turks. ‘The five next are filled with 
narratives of the police, inhabitants, manners, cuftoms, and trade 
of Conftantinople ; and the remaining fix are dedicated to the com- 
merce of the Ottoman empire, with variops nations. 

Such are the contents of this volume. How far it may be ge- 
nuine, we do not pretend to determine; but whether it be the pro- 
duétion of a Turk, a Frenchman, or of an Englifhman, though the 
ftyle is not remarkably clegant, fome information may certainly be 


derived from it, and ftill more entertainment, DP ry A 
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Art. 42. The Hiftory of the Ca/tle, Town, and Foreft of Knaref- 


borough, with Harrogate, and its medicinal Waters. Includin 

an Account of the moft remarkable Places in the Neighbourhood ; 

the curious Remains of Antiquity, elegant Buildings, ornamented 

Grounds, &c. By E. Hargrove. 8vo. 1s. 6d. York printed, 

and fold by Wilkie, in London. 1782. 

This little volume, which we had, by fome accident, miflaid, wil} 
be particularly acceptable to thofe who vifit Harrogate; and who 
may chufe to make excurfions from thence to the neighbouring 
towns, gentlemen’s feats, &c. 

Art. 43. Letters addveffed to Mrs. Bellamy, occafioned by her 
Apology. By kdward Willet. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Robinfon, &c. 1785, 
Mr. Wiilet w.s charged by Mrs. Bellamy, in her Memoirs, wiih 

having ufed her ill, by his backwardnefs to account for the money 

which he had received, as folicitor to the late Mr. Henry Wood- 
ward’s executors: Mrs. Bellamy ftanding in Mr. Woodward’s will 
as reiiduary legatee. Jn defence of his chara¢ter and conduét, Mr, 

Wiilet here iteps forth, armed with white-wath and black-ball; the 

Jirf?, to do away the flur that had been caft on his own reputation; 

the /eccnd, to retaliate on the fair fame of Mrs. G. A. B. in point 

of veracity. He concludes, by advifing the celebrated Apologift ‘ta 
take a review of the ‘* gay comforts of her well-fpent life,” and - 
then give her book its true title ; inftead of an Apology, calling it, » | 

‘* An Attempt to juftify the Life, and vindicate the Mifcondutt, of 

G. A. Bellamy.’-—We think it would have been as well, if our 

Letter-writer had confined himfelf to his fas, of which he produces 

plenty, and to the purpofe ; without dealing fo much in wit, and 

the retort courteous. + 

Art. 44. Lucubrations by a Lady. 12mo. 1s. 6d. Buckland. 

1785. 

This lady expatiates much on he difadvantages attending her 
fex, when they with to figure as authors. She appears to be young, 
and will, we doubt not, find her natural abilities improve by time and 
obfervation. She writes in a fprightly and fenfible manner. Her 
fubjeéts are, ‘ Poverty; Nature; Law; The legend of poverty; 
Pleafures of fociety, &c. ; A future. ftate; Virtue the fpring. of hap- 
ae exemplified in the tory of Abdorazim and Ziflina; Religion; 

he fenfes and paffions fooner ftricken than our reafon ; Miferies of 
mankind; Fame 3 The being and perfections of.God.’ ‘Ihe motive 
of this publication isy we:are told, ‘ a fincere defire to do good and 
promote happinefs.’? So worthy a defign pleads for refpect; yet 
uncer fuch profeflions, real or pretended, the prefs has too often 
needlefsly and-ufelefsly greaneds!-Thefe /ucubrations, however, tend 
to amufe and to improvei: ‘ihey indicate a well+difpofed mind, 

Jaudably employed; and if they, have not the markssof a very fupe- 

rior genius, that Candour and Gocd-Senfe; to which the lady dedi- | 

cates her little performance, will make every reafonable allowance, 

and afford every jult expreffion of applaufe. | HH. 

Art. 45.° Ditdl-pues concerning the Ladies: to which is added, an 
Efiay on the anevent Amazons.’ 12mo. 3s. fewed. Cadell. 11784: | 

Thefe Dialogues, fix-it number, are on the following fubjects; 
I. Female drefs, and the importance of fome attention in the ladies 
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to intellectual acquifitions. II. On feveral female literary characters, 
and female talents. III. On the different reprefentations that have 
been given of the female character, and other incidental fubjects. 
IV. On marriage, and collateral topics. V. Mifcellaneous obfer- 
yations relative to the ladies. VI. Female politenefs, gentlenefs, 
and meeknefs. VII. On ladies who have diftinguifhed themfelves 
by their literary talents. Such are the fubjects: the dialogues them- 
felves are amufing; the ftyle not faulty ; little anecdotes, or obferva- 
tions, from different authors, are interfperfed; yet, on the whole, 
the work affords us nothing greatly interefting : the Author poflefles 
not {prightlinefs of manner, novelty of thought, or invention {fufli- 
cient to render his dialogues perfectly acceptable. 

The effay on the ancient Amazons confiits, principally, of hifto- 
rical relations concerning them, with the obfervations of different 
writers; from all which it is concluded, that, though great part of 
what we are told concerning thofe mafculine females is fabulous, 
the accounts are not entirely without foundation. ‘ 
Art. 46. The Degeneracy of the Times; or, A difgraceful Tate 

of the Hon. Capt. F—zr—y. Related from the moft incontro- 

vertible Authorities. 12mo. 1s.6d. Kearfley. 1785. 

Thofe Readers who delight in flanderous ftories, and details of 
human depravity, will be taken in by the above title-page, which is 
ironical. ‘The tale here told of Capt. F. is much to his honour, 
Jt relates an inftance of his kindnefs and benevolence toward a Licut. 
D—— ; whom he affifted, in his extreme diflrefs, with uncommon 
generofity, and the moft difinterefted friendfhip; fuch, indeed, as 
does great honour to this young gentleman’s character: and may 
ferve to atone for many of the levities and indifcretions of youth. 
Art. 47. Paterfon’s Britifh Itinerary. Being a new and accu- 

rate Delineation and Defcription of the dire# and principal cro/s 

Roads of Great Britain. By Capt. Daniel Paterfon, Affiltant to 

the Quarter-Mafter General of his Majefty’s Forces. 12mo, 

2 Vols. 21. 2s. bound. Bowles. 

Captain Paterfon publithed, in 1771, a brief defcription of the 
roads, in a fall compafs; and we gave fome account of it in our 
45th volume, p. 79. In the year following, he publifhed his Tra- 
velling Dictionary ; which we duly noticed in our 46th volame, 
p. 461. The favourable reception which thefe eflays met with from 
the Public, encouraged him, we are told, to perfevere ia his favourite 
purfuit, fparing neither pains nor expence in procuring fuch mate- 
rials as have enabled him to improve on the fubjeét, and to give us 
a work more perfect than any that hath preceded it. It is, indeed, 
as far as we can venture to pronounce, from a curfory infpection, the 
moft complete and moft ufeful Itinerary that hath appeared in this 
country. It feems to be very accurately compiled, and it is neatly 
executed on copper-plates. ‘The price is confiderable, but we be- 
lieve the work deferves it. 

MATHEMATICS, 

Art. 48. Tables of the Produé?s and Powers of Numbers. Namely, 
ift, The Produéts of all Numbers to 1000 by 100. 2d, The 
Squares of all Numbers to 25,400. 3d, The Cubes of all Num- 
bers to 10,000. 4th, The firft Ten Powers of all numbers to 100. 

X 4 sth, 
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sth, Tables for reducing Money, Weights and Meafures, from 

one Denomination to another. With an Introduétion, explain. 

ing and illuttrating the Ufe of the Tables. By Charles Hutton, 

Lt. D. and F.R.S. Publifhed by Order of the Commiffioners 

of Longitude. Folio. 75. 6d. fewed. Nourfe, 

‘The Introduétion begins with fetting forth the advantages which 
may be derived from the ule of thefe tables, not only in the various 
{ciences of algebra, meniuration, navigation, and aftronomy; but 
alfo in the different arts, where calculations ot any kind are wanted, 
and even in commerce and trate. It contains alfo very ample in- 
ftructions for ufing the tables; not only in calculations where the 
nus bers concerned come within their limits; but even where they 
fail along way vevond thofe limits. In fome of the latter cafes, 
however, it muit be owned, that but little trouble will be faved by 
ufing the tables. 

This article (owing to fome accident) has been too long over- 
looked ; but we are always happy to pay off arrears, as opportunity 
may permit. 
Art. 49. The Ullage Cafe Gauger, comprifed in a Series of 

Tables, caiculated with the utmoft Accuracy and Perfpicuity. 

Whereby the Ullace Conteats of any Cafk, from five to one hun- 

dred and fixty Gallons (inclufive), is at one View exa@tly and ex- 

peditioufly known: and alto the Ullage Contents of any other 

Catks, however large. As alio the Foot or sediment in Oil-cahks, 

are alike correctly afceriained. Compiled aficr the mo approved 

Method made ufe of by the kxciic. By james Bovdeil, late Wine 

Merchant. Large 8vo. 12s. 6d. Cauiton. 1782. 

In fumming up the excellencies of thete tables, Mr. Boydell fays, 
*}rom a retrofpect of the premiies, it appears, that thefe tables ex. 
ceed in powers the moft fanguine expectations even of the Author 
himfelf. The benefits which may arife therefrom to the Public, he 
trufts, will amply compenfate his labours. To the liquor trade at 
large, the afiiftance and expence of a gauger, and even that of a 
fliding-rule, are hereby, in a manner, rendered unneceffary: the 
fair and induftrious trader may at will know the true itate of his 
flock, and keep a watchful check upon his dependants : they may be 
a happy meaus of preventing numbers from ruin, who, before, might 
have had fome appearance (but now have no excufe) of wanting 
the means of knowing the true ftate thereof. Even excifemen 
themfelves may derive benefit therefrom in the faving pf much time 
and head-work ; and as perhaps they of all others can leaft afford 
the purchafe-money, the Author aflures them they fhall be put on 
the fame footing as bookfellers in the abatement of the price, on 
fatisfattory proof being given of their aétually being fuch.’ 

Such is the teftimony of the Author: but there can be no doubt, 
notwithftanding all that he has done to thew the contrary, that 
the tables admit of errors, of a certain magnitude, the limits of 

which depend on the fize and form of the cafk. They may, how- 
ever, be of great ufe in many cafes, where extreme accuracy is not 
required, particularly in cafting up ftock, and in fome other refpetts: 
but we think fervants muft be impudent fellows indeed, to have their 
depredations detected by them, in any inftances, except where a 
, catk 
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takks are fmall, or where large cafks are either rtearly full, nearly 
empty, or nearly half-full; in other inftances, we apprehend, the 


error may be gallons, : 
METAPHYSICS. Wa. 


Art. 50. A Review of Locke’s Denial of Innate Ideas, fecondary 
ualities, &c. 8vo. 2s. Law. 1784. 

Of all the things that have prefumed—and many fuch shings 
there are—to diftinguifh themfelves by the ftyle and title of Re- 
views, this is the moft abfurd and incoherent. We hope that this 
opponent of the immortal Jonn Locxz is not a Monthy Reviewer. 
Should it prove that he is one of the Corps, we fhall never hear the 
lait of it. 
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

Art. 51. Reflections on the Study of Wature ; tranflated from the 
Latin of the celebrated Linneus. 8vo. 1s. Nicol. 1785. 

The work here tranflated is Linnzus’s Preface to one of his moft 
fuperb and expenfive works, entitled, Mu/-eum Regis Adelphi Fride- 
vic. The Tranflator *, with excellent judgment, conidered it, 
‘ as containing one of the beft general views of the aconomy of nature 
that he has met with, as well as the moft candid and rational recom- 
mendation of the fiudy of natural biffory.” And he adds, ‘ 4 defre of 
giving others the. fame pleafure which he experienced, bas made him at- 
tempt putting this Preface into an Englifh dre/s.’ 

Whioever perufes this little traét, will certainly be thankful to the 
Tranflator, for putting it in his power to enjoy fuch a treat, at fo 
{mall a price. Linnzus’s defign is to prove the dignity and import- 
ance of a philofophical inquiry into the works of nature,— which he 
does with that profound knowledge of the fubject, that richnefs of 
thought, and that aflemblage of curious remarks, which were pecu- 
liar to that moft illuftrious man. 

The Tranflator has fhewn himfelf worthy of his office.—Indepen- 
dent of the able execution of the tranflation, he has prefixed a fhort 
addrefs of his own-4-ftating, as above, his reafons for putting forth 
this little treatife, and then defending his favourite itudy of nature 
from the arrogant fneers of cenforious men; and the graver and 
more alarming apprehenfions fpread abroad, by various means, that 
the ftudy of nature makes men irreligious. ‘On the former head, 
he in few words eftablifhes the univerfal right of mankind to every 
— of fcientific purfuit ; and fhews, that a certain portion of en- 
thufiafm is neceffary in all. On the latter he thus {peaks --* One 
fact which all may learn from it is, that the ftudy of nature does not 
neceflarily tend to make a man irreligious, as fome weak people have 
been made to believe ; a number of illuftrious examples might be pro- 
duced to the contrary; none more eminent than the excellent Au- 
thor of this work, whofe unaffected cheerfulnefs, and uniform bene- 
volence, gave, in his lifetime, the moft unequivocal proofs of the 
goodnefs of his heart, as his various publications do of his genuine 
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° James Edward Smith, Efq; of Chelfea, the poffeflor of the Lin- 
nan library, and cabinets, &c, &c. 
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PoLtce. 

Art. §2. The Negleé of the effectual Separation of Prifoners, 
and the Want of good Order and religieus Oeconomy in our 
Prifons, the chief Caufe of the frequent Thefts and Violences 
committed, and the horrible Confequences attending them. ° In 
Fifteen Letters. By J. H. * Efg. 8vo. 1s. Dodfley, &c. 1784, 
The farther regulation of our mode of tmprifonment in this coun. 

try, is an obje& in which policy and humanity are equally interefted, 

Many fenfible and fpirited obfervations are made upon this fubje& 

in the pamphlet before us. The evils ftill to be complained of are 

diltinétly reprefented; the defeéts of the fcheme of Penitentiary 

Hiufes are pointed out; and feveral hints towards a lefs exception- 

zble plan of imprifonment, not undeferving of public attention, are 

Susgeited, E 

HusBANDRY. ‘ 

Art. 53. 4 Letter on the Conftruétion and Ufe of the Improved Feat 

Plough. By an Effex Farmer. 8vo. 1s. Dilly. 1784. 

This Eifex farmer properly obferves, that there are differences in 
ploughs of the fame conftruétion, that none but the ploughman can 
difcover ; the hand that guides them being able to determine a pre- 
ference, undiftinguifhable even by the maker. ‘The plough here 
defcrided, is aflirmed to do the bufinefs at one fourth part lefs ex- 
pence than it was done by 44 forefathers, and in a much better 
manner. ‘In former days, four horfes, a man, and a ftout lad, 
were thought abfolutely neceflary to plough one acre in a day. 
We now perform the fame work with three horfes and one man only; 
and where large horfes are kept, the fame work is done with two.’ 
This plough 1s fimple in its ftru@ure, but requires the draught to 
afift a defcription ; its peculiar merits muft reft upon the expcrience 
of the perfon by whom it is recommended. 

The Author has added, ** An effectual remedy to cure the /cab 
in fheep ;”’ which, he afferts, cures at one drefling ; if fo, the recipe 

ay be of great confequenc¢ in rural ceconomics. N. 
Art. 54. 4n Ejffay on draining and improving Peat Bogs; in 

which their Nature and Properties are fully confidered. By Mr. 

Nicholas Turner, of Bignor, Suffex. 8vo. 3s. Baldwin. 1784. © 

The refult of Mr. '[urner’s own experiments, confirmed by thofe 
of other improvers, particularly as recorded in Mr. Young’s Irifh 
Tour, inform him, ‘ that weight alone, even without ditches, will 
cure a peat bog; but that draini.g without preffure will never com- 
pletely do it.’ Hence he recommends the carting of earth upon 
thefe bogs, to coat them about four inches thick, as the cheapet 
and moft effectual in the end, though the moft expenfive at firft; in 
which operation, the quantity of earth is of more importance than 
its quality. We mean not to enter farther into the fubjeét than this 
general principle, for as the Author has fixed a price of three fhil- 
lings upon a loofe printed pamphlet of fx fheets and a half, any ex- 
tract miftakenly made with a view tq ierve him, might be mifcon- 
firued into a defire to injure his property. 





* Mr. Hanway. 
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PoLITICAL, 


Art. 55. The Oriental Chronicles of the Times: being the Tranf- 
lation of a Chinefe Manufcript ; with Notes Hittorical, Critical, 
and Explanatory : fuppofed to have been originally written in the 
Spirit of Prophecy, by Confucius the Sage. Dedicated to her 
Grace the Duchefs of Devonfhire. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Symonds, 
The dulleft of all feeble attempts at political humour. N 

Art. 56. 4 Fragment of the Hiftory of that illufirious Perfonage 
Fohn Bull, Efg. Compiled by the celebrated Hiftorian Sir 
Humphrey Polefworth. Lately difcovered in the Repairs of 
Grubb-Hatch, the antient Seat of the Family of the Polefworths. 
Now firft publifhed from the original \i.S. By Peregrine Pinfold, 
of Grubb-Hatch, Efq. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Debrett. 1785. 

A faint Copy of an excellent Original. 

Art. 57. 4 Collection of all the Treaties of Peace, Alliance, and 
Commerce, between Great Britain and other Powers, from the 
Treaty figned at Munfter, in 1648, tothe Treaties figned at Paris, 
in 1783. To which is prefixed, A Difcourfe on the Conduct of 
the Government of Great Britain in refpect to Neutral Nations ; 
by the Right Hon. Charles Jenkinfon. 8vo. 3 vols, 18s. boards, 
Debrett. 1785. 

When we have faid, that this appears to be a very complete and 
accurate compilement, nothing farther feems neceflary, in regard to 
an article of this kind. Mr. Jenkinfon’s learned and ingenious Dif- 
courfe, now prefixed (as it was to a former collection of treatifes, 
publifhed by Mr. Almon ; fee Rev. vol. xix. p. 542), was originally 
publifhed in 1758,-without the Author’s-name; and was intended 
as a defence of the conduct of our Government in feizing the.Dutch 
fhips: Vid. the Chronicles, &c. of that time. 

Art. 58. Report of the Cricklade Cafe; comprehending the Pro- 
ceedings in the Courts of Law, before the Select Committee, 
and in both Houfes of Parliament. 8vo. gs. ‘I. Payne, 

. 1785. . 

This celebrated eafe of a profecution for election-bribery, hath 
been too much the objeé of public attention, to require any parti- 
cular account in our Review. Mr. Petrie, who commenced and 
condutted the ations, is likewife the pubiifher of this account of the 
proceedings ; and he merits the thanks of his country for his conduc 
in both refpects. | 

IRELAND. 

Art. §9. Au impartial Sketch of the Debate in the Houfe of Come 
mons of Ireland, on a Motion made on Friday Auguft 1z, 1785, 
by the Right Honourable Thomas Orde, Secretary to his Grace 
Charles Duke of Rutland, Lieutenant-Governor, and Governore 
General, for Leave to bring in a Bill for effectuating the Inter- 
courfe and Commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, on per- 
manent and equitable Principles, for the mutual Benefit of both 


Countries. Together with an impartial Sketch of the principal , 


. Speeches on the Subject of the Bill, that were delivered in the 
Houfe on Monday Auguit 15, 1785. With a Copy of the Bill 


prefented to the Houfe of Commons of Ireland; of the Eleven 
7 Irifh 
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vith Propofitions; of the Twenty Refolutions of the Britith Pag 

liament; the Addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament to the King, 

and his Majeity’s Anfwer. By William Woodfall. 8vo. 3s. 6d, 

Debrett, &c. 

A debate on fo memorable an occafion as that here given, called 
for more than ordinary attention to do juftice by the {peakers, and 
to gratify the public curiofity. It was a fortunate circumftance that 
the prefent Editor engaged in this arduous tafk; for there is not 
perhaps another perfon to be found, fo far as we know, whofe reten. 
tive memory, and addrefs in digefting his materials, are equal to 
fuch an undertaking. - oN 

TuHEotocy, ConTrRoveEersy, &§e. P 


Art. 60. dn Effay on the Scripture Account of the Efficacy of 
Baptifn; Faiih.in Chrift, his Obedience and Death, to fave 
Men; attempted in a Difcourfe on Mark, xvi. 16. By a fin. 
cere Advocate for the Doctrine of Chrift. 8vo. 6d. Johnfon. 
1784. 

The great aim of this Writer appears to be, to prove the neceflity 
of Baptifm in order to Salvation. He does not enter into the 
queftion concerning the mode, or the /ubje@, of this Chriftian infti- 
tution ; but we apprehend, he is not a favourer of infant-baptifm, 
His manner of writing is rather obfcure; and though his defign 
is undoubtedly good, it is, perhaps, queftionable, Whether he is 
thoroughly mafter of the argument, or, at leaft, whether he treats it fo 
properly and fully as is neceflary ? 


Art. 61. Aconcife View of Religious Worjhip, and of the Nati 


and Order of Nevs-Teftament Churches. By W. Bennet. 12mo. 

6d. Buckiand. 1784. 

This Author confiders the form and order of Chriftian churches 
as explicitly laid down in the Scriptures, while others think that 
the fubjeét is left more indifferently to the judgment and choice of 
Chriftians, fo long as decency is maintained, nothing merely fu- 
perftitious admitted, and farther, nothing impofed by mere civil or 
human authority. It is evidently the independent method of wor- 
fhip, and church-government, which the Writer of this pamphlet 
intends to fupport. Whether that fcheme is fq far generous and 
Chriflian as to be ftriétly free from the interpofition of Suman autho- 
rity, thofe who plead for it are to confider. Mr. Bennet writes as a 
man who has studied the fubjeét, and at the fame time acknowledges 
himfelf indebted for confiderable affiftance to a ‘ fmall Piece of Dr. 
Owen’s, printed in the year 1667, intituled, 4 brief Infiruaion in 
the Worfbip of God, and Difcipline of the Churches of the New-Tefta- 
ment, Fc.’ He has chofen to throw his obfervations into a cate- 
chetical form, particularly, we fuppofe, as he intended the perform- 
ance for the affiftance of ages erions. We have not obferved a 
direét and pofttive definition of the Chrifiian Church; unlefs we are 
to confider, as fuch, a part of an anfwer returned to ‘ 2. 30. Are 
there more churches of Chrift than one?’ To which it is replied, 
© There is but one univesfal or Catholic church, which includes 
all who belong to Chri.’ This appears fo vague and indeter- 
minate an account, that little is to be concluded from it. But far 
be it from ys to with for the revival of any difpute about a ach 
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which has fometimes occafioned unwarrantable heats and conten- 

tions. The fcriptural and proper fenfe of it, we imagine, it is not 

dificult to afcertain. 

Ait. 62. Sermons preached ~~ the Univerfity of Oxford, by 
Richard Newton, D. D. Founder and Principal of Hertford 
College. Publifhed by his Grandfon, S. Adams, LL.B. To 
which are added, Four Sermons, publifhed by the Author, and 
placed here by particular Requeft. 8vo. 6s. fewed. Oxford, 
printed: London, fold by Rivington 1784. 

As the fubjeéts of thefe Sermons, (14 in number) are not particu- 
larly diftinguifhed, we fhall juft enumerate the texts: I, I. Matt. 
vii. 7. former part: AR, and, &c. III. 1V. James, i. 22. But be 
ye doers of the Word, &c. V. Micah, vi. 8. And to walk humbly witb 
thy God. VI. VII. Luke, xxi. 19. In your patience poffe/s ye your 
fouls. VIII, Gal. vi. 9. And let us not be weary in well-doing, &c- 
IX. Pfalm, cxix. 9. Wherewith joall a young man cleanfe bis way? 
&c. X. Prov. x. 9. former part: He that walketh uprightly, walk- 
eth furely.—The four laft were delivered on fome particular occa- 
fions, and have been before printed: The firft confiders, The mi- 
nifterial duty, from 2 Tim. ii. 24. The fecond was preached at 
the confecration of Hart Hall, now Hertford College chapel, from 
Pfalms, xxvi. & The third, before Queen Ann, sth Nov. 1713, 
from Rom. x. 2, 3. The fourth, before the Houfe of Commons, 
on the 8th March 1712, being the anniverfary of Queen Ann’s 
acceffion, from 1 Peter, ii. 17. Honour the King. 

Might we judge concerning the merit of a work by the number 
of fubfcribers to fupport its publication, this volume would lay 
claim to a confiderable fhare, fince it is attended by a large and re- 
fpeCtable lift. But this is far from being always a {fuflicient crite- 
rion: However, thefe difcourfes, though not all equal, and not 
totally free from objections, have a merit of their own: The flyle is 
plain but not vulgar ; and they are replete with good fenfe and ufeful 
obfervations: It appears that their Author beitowed much attention 
and ftudy on the different fubjects treated in them; all of which he 
directs to advance the intereits of piety and virtue. He appears alfo 
to have been a friend to the civil and religious liberties of mankind ; 
though, poflibly, under certain reftri€tions, which fome might 
hardly confider as admiflible. We could felect a variety of paflages 
which breathe the fpirit of juft freedom and humanity, as well as 
fenfe and piety ; but we are too much limited for room. 

The Author of thefe pofthumous difcourfes died in the year 1753, 
atthe age of 78. He pofiefied a moft refpectable character, as a 


man, a {fcholar, and a chriftian. H . 


Art. 63. The Life of Paul the Apoftle: with Critical and Prac- 
tical Remarks on his Difcourfes and Writings. By Stephen 
Addington, D. D. Printed for the Author. 8vo. 5s. boards. 
Buckland. 1784. 

The character and writings of the Apoftle Paul are here rather 
defcribed in a popular manner, than made the fubject of critical 
difcufion. ‘The Author writes with the laudable and pious defign, 
of camibiting before Chriftian minilters a pattern which may at once 


aiford them initruétion, admonition, and encouragement. Particu- 
larly, 
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larly, it is his intention to enable young minifters to obfervé what ¢ 
Chriftian minifter once was; what were his employments, and how 
he fuffered ; his great end, the manner in which he purfued it; hig 
fuccefs, and his reward. With thefe views, the Auther has infifted, 
very much at large, on the perfonal character, the apoftolical quali. 
fications, the minilterial fervices, the doftrines, and the fufterings of 
St. Paul.——The Writer’s fyftem appears to be that which is com. 
monly called orthodox; his ftyle is diffufe and declamatory : but the 
work is well adapted to anfwer the Author’s defign; and will 
doubtlefs be read with advantage by thofe for whofe ufe it was 
written. E, 
Art. 64. The Duties of the Parochial (ergy of the Church of Engs 

land confidered. In a Charge delivered to the Clergy of the 

Diocefe of Bangor, at the primary Vifitation held in the Months 

of Auguit and September 1784. By John Lord Bifhop of Ban- 

gor. 4to. 2s. Davies. 

‘This Charge confiits of fome pious and plain directions for ¢ the 
well-reading of the Common Prayer:’ for ufeful and inftructive 
preaching ; for catechifing young perfons ; for vifiting the fick ; for 
exemplary conduct; and for the proper difcharge of the other great 
duties of the clerical office. , 

To the Charge a very ufeful Appendix is fubjoined, confifting 
1. of diretions concerning the inftruments which are proper to be 
brought and prefented to the Bifhop for obtaining orders, licence to 
a curacy, and inftitution to a benefice; and alfo concerning thé 
things which the jaws require to be done after the obtaining of a 
licence or inftitution. 2. An A&é for the better maintenance of 
curates, 12th Anne, ftat.2. c. 12. 3. An Abftra&t of an A& to 
promote the refidence of the parochial clergy, by making provifion 
for the more fpeedy and effectual building and rebuilding, repairing 
or purchafing houfes and other neceflary buildings and tenements 
for the ufe of their benefices, 17 Geo. III. c. 53. 4. A Schedule 
containing the forms of the feveral inftruments which are to be made 
ule of in the execution of the foregoing Act. 

‘The rules refpecting licences and curacies, inftitutions and bene- 
fices, &c. are formed on a ftrict but very ufeful plan; and they are 
fuch as the worthy prelate intends to adhere to in the diocefe of 


Bangor. Py-d-h. 


RELIGIOUS. 
Art. 65. Addreffes, Devotional and Sacramental. By fome emi- 
nent London Minifters. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Bladon. 

This little volume confiits chiefly of prayers which have been ufed 
in the public worfhip of fome proteftant diffenterss; to which are 
added, a few pious meditations and exhortations, which accompanied 
the adminiftsation of the Lord’s fupper, with fome of the prayers at- 
tending, at different times, that folemnity. By what means they 
have been procured, feas to be here made public, does not appear. 
The Editor informs us, that it 1s entirely owing to himfelf that they 
have been refcued from oblivion, being chiefly unftudied and ex- 
tempore ; on which account he hopes no apologies are neceflary for 
any trifling inaccuracy of expredlion, or irregularity of method. . 
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How far a publication of this kind * is warrantable without the 
confent of the Authors, we will not now enquire ; nor will we aflert 
that fuch confent may not in fome manner or degree have been ob- 
tained ; for we find it faid, that ‘ two addreffes were inclofed to the 
Editor by a reverend friend, whofe compofitions will always be a va- 
luable addition to the labours of ingenuity and piety.’ From hints 
in the Preface, we might fuppofe the remaining part of the volume 
was furnifhed by fome minifters now deceafed, and two who are yet 
living ; concerning one of the latter, who is mentioned as an elegant 
and eloquent preacher, we are told, that many of the addrefés were 
taken from his mouth. ‘The laft prayer given in the volume is alfo 
faid to have been ufed by this gentleman, when he refigned his care 
ef a fociety with which he had been Jong conneéted; and to it is 
added, a fhort part of his difcourfe on that occafion. Who is here 
intended, it will not be difficult to conjecture. 

The compofitions, however, here collected, are fuch as will refle& 
no difhonour on their Authors. The language is, in general, good ; 
they are humble and devotional ; and, on the whole, properly adapted 


to the aaiiiencrmeiennebepublee-werthts. 


S ER M ON 6&. 


I. Sermon preached in the Parifh Church of Buckingham, 
February 6th, 1785, in recommendation of g Sunday School, for 
the Inftruétion of the Children and Youth of the faid Parith. 
By the Rev. William Eyre; A. M. Curate of the faid Church. 
4to. 1s. Robinfon. 

This new method which has been lately propofed, and in fome 
places purfued, for the benefit of the poor, appears to us to merit 
applaufe and encouragement. [t is particuiarly fuitable for manu- 
facturing places, which, it is to be fuppofed, furnith full employ- 
ment every day for children, Sundays excepted. Much will depend, 
as to its utility, on the prudence, humanity, and good fenfe of thofe 
who are immediately to condu@ it. A failure in this, together with 
the interference of private and party views, are often found to defeat 
well-intended {chemes and endeavours for public fervice. Mr, Eyre 
very properly recommends the inititution, and hath publifhed his 
difcourfe for its benefit ; adding an account of the rules for the direc- 
tion of this charity. The text of the fermon is Maré, vi. 34. 

If. Sermon preached in the Church of St. Nicholas, Rochetter, June 
24, 1785 (at the Vifitation of the Rev. John Law, D. D. Arch- 
deacon of Rochefter), on the Introduction of Sunday Shools. To 
which is added, a large Appendix, containing various Arguments 
on the Utility and Importance of the Inititution, and Anfwers to 
Objections ; together with an Account of their Eftablifhment in 





the Parifhes of Boughton-Blean and Hearnhill, Kent. By Charles’ 


Moore, M. A. Reétor of Cuxton, Vicar of Boughton-Blean, and 
formerly Fellow of Trinity-College, Cambridge. 4to. 1s. 6d. 
Johnfon. 1785. 

Mr. Moore treats, in a more copious manner, on the fame fub- 
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° A fimilar publication was made about 23 years ago, by one 
Angel, a éhort-hand writer. 
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jet with the former, and prefents it to the reader in a very agreeable 
and edifying form. We cannot too warmly fpeak of the {atisfac. 
tion with which we have perufed it. The difcourfe itfelf, from 
Matth. xi. c. is fenfible and well compofed, benevolent and Pious, 
It is properly adapted both to the afs/tance of the poor, and to the 
immediate occafion of its being preached, a wvifitation of the clergy, 
The whole fuggefts to us a worthy and charitable mind, where 
chriftian piety and zeal are under the due regulations of modefty, 
prudence, and knowledge. ‘The Appendix forms the principal part 
of the pamphlet; but we cannot injert many particulars from it, 
By the letter to his brocher, in which the Author relates the method 
urfued in his own parifh, we learn, that four/core children have been 
colle&ed, and placed under the care of a man and his wife to attend 
and inftruét them (for the day), at one guinea and a half per quarter, 
and another woman, in a different diftriét, at ome guinea per quarter, 
As to age, it is obferved, five or fix years is quite early enough, 
and if the numbers were neceflarily to be limited, I would not re. 
ceive them before feven or eight. I have hitherto made no reftrice 
tion of age, but admit al] who offer, provided only their parents 
dive in (no matter whether Jeong to) the parifh: and I with them to 
continue as long as they are inclined to itay and behave well. Mr. 
Moore expreffes his with that the plan could be extended by any 
means to the care and inftruétion of ** grown” children, from twelve 
to fixteen at leaft; he gives fufficient reafons for this, and they are 
indeed pretty obvious. We cannot but bear our teftimony to his 
candour, when we read among the few and neceflary books em- 
ployed in this fervice, &c. Watts’s firft jet of catechifms. It is pleafant, 
and it is honourable, when a mind rifes fo mach above party pre- 
judice as to be willing to em'race what is ufeful, whatever quarter 
it may come from. if it is cilowable to interfere fo far, we would 
venture to recommend Divine and Moral Songs, by the fame Author; 
becaufe we have often heard how acceptable they have proved to 
children, and even to youth ; and by this means many ufeful truths 
are agreeably fixed in the memory. Mr. Moore farther informs us, 
that the expence omenting the inftitution for the pre/ent year is about 
twenty pounds, for the defraying of which they have had fome extra- 
ordinary helps, as the charge may be fuppofed greater than it will 
be hereafter: for the future, he thinks the annual fubfcription, which 
is about fixtecu pounds, will presty well anfwer the purpofe. Thefe 
few hints we thought it might be of fome fervice te feleé&t from the 
pamphlet before us. We fhall only fatther exprefs our apprehenfion, 
that no well-difpofed perfon will read it without being a friend te 
the defign, and to the Author. H, 
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ERRATA in our laf? 
P. 188, 1. 17, for ‘ Tolandifts,’ r. Talmudifs. 
— 196, 1.17, for § fonable,’ r. fociaile, 
— 207 (in the article of Difney’s Life of Sykes) 1. 12, for § confes 
quences,’ Fr. conveniences. 
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